
Covid Regulations in Tring Team Parish September 20th onwards 

(end of needing to book for regular services) 

  
Dear all, 
  
In July we relaxed some of our Covid regulations and we promised to review them again, today 
20th September.  We have done this in the light of guidance from the Church of England, which 
was updated this September.  In their  advice the Bishops remind us: 

  
The national situation is presently moving from an epidemic state with current variants of 
coronavirus reaching new individuals to an endemic one where the virus is present in the 
community but where previous infections and the national vaccination programme means 
the majority of people have some immunity. Levels of immunity do vary individually and 
for some people they will continue to be significantly vulnerable to the virus and its poten-
tial long-term effects. This being the case, the Government has moved from overarching 
rules to stop the spread of the virus to guidance that emphasises the personal and corpo-
rate responsibility of individuals and organisations to undertake actions to protect others 
and themselves. Within the Church we believe that everyone is known and loved individu-
ally by God and that as many members within one body we are called to be responsible to 
and for one another, respecting the more vulnerable whose suffering is our suffering (1 
Cor 12:12-27). 

  
With that in mind we are suggesting for the Tring Team Parish: 
  

Booking System and NHS Test and Trace 

We will no longer require booking for ordinary services. Now that there is no requirement to 
isolate if you have been doubly vaccinated the requirement to book for services is an unneces-
sary imposition.  Booking will remain in place for specials (eg Beer and Hymns) or for services 
when we expect to reach maximum capacity (eg Remembrance).  In line with best practice we 
will continue to have NHS Test and Trace QR codes available for all to use.  Please note that if 
the government implements a winter Covid plan we may need to re-introduce booking.  
  

Holy Communion 

We will go back to receiving Holy Communion at the High Altar, or as local custom dictates.  In 
Tring we will continue our usual Covid practice this Sunday and change in October. There will of 
course still be the option to receive communion in the pews for those unsteady on their 
feet.  For the time being we will continue to offer the bread only.  If we were to re-introduce 
wine this would mean sharing the common cup.  There will not be an option for intinction 
(dipping the wafer) or for using individual cups.   We would like your views on re-introducing 
wine.  If a significant group would like the re-introduction of distribution in both kinds we will 
be prepared to offer it.  It must be emphasised that there is no pressure on those who would 
prefer to receive the bread only.  We will make a decision after we have had the opportunity to 
listen to your views. Please call or email Huw with any comments huw@tringteamparish.org.uk 
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Face coverings and social distancing. 

There is no change here. Although there is no legal requirement to wear face coverings but we 
would still encourage everyone who comes into one of our churches or halls to wear a face 
covering when moving around but then there is no expectation that face coverings need to be 
worn whilst in a pew or at a seat.  If our churches become crowded then it may be necessary 
to ask people to wear face coverings.  Local congregations will be able to decide which area of 
the church they use, for example a smaller congregation might choose to use a lady chap-
el.  Please remember that we still need to avoid crowding especially when serving refresh-
ments. 
  

Hygiene 

We will continue to provide hand sanitiser for you at the church doors, and we encourage you 
to use it.  
  

Ventilation 

Our churches are well ventilated and spacious.  Having reviewed the guidance on ventilation, as 
we move into colder weather it will be permissible to have the doors closed and the heating 
on.  If our churches become crowded opening the doors will be one possible additional mitiga-
tion. 
  

Sharing the peace 

This is an area where we are continuing to take a cautious approach.  We encourage no physi-
cal contact except between family and friends.  If you choose to sit in a pew with someone and 
they are happy share the peace within the pew then that is fine but don’t go beyond that.  
  

Live streaming 

Remains an important part of our provision.  We will continue with our current pattern. On 
odd Sundays of the month we will live stream the 10 am service from Tring.  On even Sundays 
of the month, now that we have more children in the service at 10 am we will live stream the 8 
am service from Tring. On those Sundays we would also remind people that both the Abbey 
Church at St Albans and the Church of England have a weekly provision. 
  

What about the government’s plan B? 

We will obviously need to respond to any changes as they are announced.  The Church of Eng-
land says: “We note the Government's commitment that communal worship, weddings, funer-
als and other commemorative events would not become subject to vaccination certification, 
even under 'Plan B'. We will continue to monitor the situation as we move towards Christmas.” 
  

Review 

We have not set a formal review date.  
  
Yours 
 Huw  


