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As the Easter season moves on 
into Pentecost I am reminded of the 
beginning of the season and a great 
service at St Albans Abbey. 

On Easter Monday the preacher 
at the Abbey began her sermon 
encouraging us to join in with the refrain, 
‘We are an Easter people and alleluia is 
our song’. Thirty-six folk from Tring and 
five dogs joined in with this shout but it 
is possible that twenty-five of us were 
slightly tired in our responses. We were 
tired, muddy and wet and yet happy. For 
the first time in many years we decided 
not to join in the procession – we 
needed to get a seat and a picnic before 
the service, and as much as being an 
Easter people, we realised we are a 
pilgrim people, for as much as it is great 
to be at the service, the journey there is 
as important or more important.

The sermon continued, and the 
preacher talked about the series 
following celebrities along the Camino 
de Santiago. There were no great and 

sudden conversions in this programme 
but people finding out about themselves 
and community on the way. 

The Bible is packed full of journeys. 
In travelling together, we recognise that 
the Christian faith requires us to be a 
pilgrim people – not static in our faith – 
but moving on and exploring it. In our 
Easter Day Gospel, Mark’s Jesus tells us 
to ‘go’ and it is in going that we find the 
resurrected Christ.

Now it would be wrong to claim that 
the St Alban’s Easter Monday pilgrimage 
is an intensely prayerful experience. 
In the same way, my walking retreat 
during Lent wasn’t particularly pious. 
However, there is still something spiritual 
about it. This year one of the powerful 
feelings I had was of walking in the 
steps of others. The week before I had 
taken communion to one of our elderly 
couples and they talked about how their 
sons used to do the walk. One of our 
pilgrims walked with her adult daughter: 
she had been doing the pilgrimage 

since the mid-60s, 
only taking a break 
when her children 
were too young. 
Another newbie 
to the pilgrimage 
wasn’t new at all 
at, but returning 
to the pilgrimage 
which he had last done as a youth 
in our parish thirty years ago. And then 
there were the kids. Some who are not 
even teenagers yet were old hands at 
this, and others were walking for the first 
time. In thirty years will they be walking 
with their kids?

Will we have continued telling the 
Easter story? Will we have journeyed 
with Christ? Of course we will, because 
we are a pilgrim people and Alleluia is 
our song.
Huw Bellis, Tring Team

A pilgrim people
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Computer & Printer Repairs & Support

Friendly, patient and expert help with all
your computing needs.

barry@childassociates.co.uk

Barry Child
Child Associates
01442 826092
07879 497704
No call out fee in Tring

Plaques for all Occasions
Maintenance Free Stainless Steel

01296 488902

          OIL SERVICE  TYRES
        3D WHEEL ALIGNMENT
     VEHICLE MAINTENANCE
   SPORTS EXHAUSTS 
PERFORMANCE UPGRADES
ALLOY WHEELS TUNING
MOT  TRACK DAY PREP
DRIFT CAR SET-UPS

PERFORMANCE UPGRADES
ALLOY WHEELS
MOT  
DRIFT CAR SET-UPS
3 Quarry Court, Quarry Road,
Pitstone Green Business Park,
Pitstone LU7 9GW 
Opening hours Mon - Fri from 9.00 - 6.00 
Saturdays by appointment

01296 661171 / 07954 302974

BMW M SPECIALIST www.irockperformance.co.uk
Please follow us on Facebook

ALUMINIUM
& STEEL

WELDING!!!

The darkness of Good Friday

Easter Weekend Celebrations at HSBC

Knowing that I had recently spent a 
week on a guided tour in the Holy Land, 
a thoughtful friend suggested I might 
appreciate the evening service at St 
Peter & St Paul’s Church on Good Friday. 
I did!

I cannot recall that any meditation 
on Good Friday in the past half century 
has for me concluded with burial in a 
tomb. This year was very different. It 
was in reality the Day of Preparation, 

Passover falling on the morrow. Six 
weeks earlier I had looked across at ‘the 
place of the skull’, outside the city walls 
of Jerusalem. I had walked in a garden. I 
had listened to Psalm 22 being read by a 
Messianic Jew in that same garden, prior 
to an impromptu service of Communion.

The symbolism in the Tring service 
was electric. The altar cross was laid 
on the floor, surrounded by burning 
candles. The cross was wrapped in the 

altar cloth and carried away to be placed 
in the sepulchre in the chancel. One by 
one, to the music of Allegri’s Miserere, 
the candles were extinguished and 
positioned to form a cross. As I left the 
Church, I felt the impossible stone had 
indeed been rolled in front of the garden 
tomb. 

Darkness had fallen, around me and 
within.
Valerie Clark, Northchurch St Mary

Easter morning means an early start at 
High Street Baptist Church. We gathered 
at 7.00am on Pitstone Hill for a short 
service of thanksgiving. 

The service was followed by the 
annual egg-rolling competition. This has 
become quite a landmark in the church 
calendar, with a strict set of rules arising 
out of various efforts in years past by 
participants attempting to give their eggs 
an added advantage! 

The competition went off without a 
hitch this year, and there were prizes for 
the three winners, as well as the best-
decorated egg – which this year was a 
novel design bearing a resemblance to 
our very own Kevin Rogers!

Then it was back to the Church 
to warm up and enjoy a full English 
breakfast. For those who walked the 
four miles back to Church, this was an 
especially welcome treat. 

The all-age service was a wonderful 
celebration. Among the songs and 
readings, we were reminded that the 
disciples were faced with something 

they didn’t expect on Easter morning 
– a risen Jesus. We even conducted 
our own experiment during the service, 
to remind us that we can expect the 
unexpected with our living God.

On Tuesday 3 April, we enjoyed more 
Easter-themed activities with Messy 
Church. The worship area and hall were 
full of crafts and activities for children 
of all ages to enjoy. As well as church 

families, we are always 
delighted to welcome 
along to these events 
many of those who 
attend our usual 
midweek activities. 
Polly Eaton
High Street 
Baptist Church

St Kilda’s  
Dental Practice

93 High Street,
Tring, Herts, HP23 4AB

Tel: Tring (01442) 826565

J. P. Norris B.D.S. (Lond)
Miss E. N. Parsons B.D.S. (Lon) 

LDS RCS (Eng)
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On Easter Monday I 
walked to St Albans 
with my family and 
people from St Peter 
& St Paul’s Church 
on the pilgrimage 
to St Albans 
Abbey. 

I decided to 
use the walk to raise money for 

a Rainforest Concern. In total, I have 
raised at least £172 which is over three 
times what I was hoping for. This means 
that three acres of rainforest are now 
protected and are not allowed to be cut 
down! This is a very happy thought for 
me because all the animals, birds, plants 
and trees in those three acres are safe 
because of our work; so thanks to all my 
sponsors for helping me do this! Did you 
know that there can be as many as 480 
different tree species in just 2.5 acres of 
rainforest (one hectare)?

The walk to St Albans was really 
tough. It was raining at the very start and 
it drizzled a bit along the way but the 
weather was way better than what was 

forecast (heavy rain all day). The main 
part was along the canal which was 
great – but incredibly muddy! I was mud-
splattered by the end but I was pleased 
I’d finished. My legs were still hurting 
two days later! We started at 7.30am 
and finished at around 2.30pm. In the 
end I think we did around nineteen miles 
according to Dad’s watch, but I think he 
might have just been walking with big 
steps! 

We stopped for lunch at around 

11.30am and we had a couple of 
minutes’ rest every hour (which always 
seemed much too short for my poor 
legs) but at the end it was a great 
feeling. We finished at the cathedral in St 
Albans and had a (very long) service that 
included lots of hymn singing – but I was 
just glad to sit down! 

All in all it was great: it was helpful to 
be walking with a purpose.
Fern Asquith
High Street Baptist Church

Walking for the rainforest Inspiration and motivation
For a large chunk of my life, I’ve been 
involved with the Riding for the Disabled 
charity (RDA) as a voluntary instructor 
or coach, as they like to call us now. I 
qualified with the British Horse Society 
(BHS) in 1980, and started helping at 
Gaddesden Place RDA while I was 
training. At first we were conducting 
lessons at one end of the cricket ground 
there, but – in 1981/2 we were able to 
build an indoor arena on site, and the 
group has grown so that it is now a large 
RDA centre. But this is not today’s story.

We must go back to the 1950s 
where a Danish Athlete, Lis Hartel, won 
individual Silver Medals in Equestrianism 
at two successive Olympics. She was 
remarkable because she was the first 
woman to gain a medal competing 
against men. She was doubly remarkable 
because, in her early twenties, she had 
contracted polio. She was paralysed 
in both legs and had weakness in her 
arms. But even she was not my direct 
inspiration.

Also in the 50s, a young woman 
named June had qualified as a 
physiotherapist, and married my Uncle 
Jim. And it was the decade of my birth. 
They became my Godparents and took 
a great interest in my development 
throughout my life. They helped with 
emotional support for my parents when 
I was ill, as a baby and young child, 
and provided welcome holidays on their 
smallholding where I thrived on living an 
outdoor life and caring for the animals. 
They loved having children around, and 
fostered youngsters from a London 
children’s home. One of the boys has 
remained part of the family, today (he’s 
70 this year!). They also had a daughter, 
Nicky, who is very dear to me – more like 
a sister than a cousin – as we spent so 
much time together and have so much in 
common. For the best part of a decade, 
we were companions throughout every 
school holiday.

Auntie June had continued to work 
as a physiotherapist, and was also a 
horse-rider. Along with many others of 
her generation, she was aware of Lis 
Hartel’s achievements and felt strongly 
that horses could provide therapy for 
people with disabilities or life-changing 
injuries. She was not concerned only 
with what happened physically, but 
was always striving for people to gain 
the most out of life that they could, 
spiritually and emotionally. When I was 

a teenager, she used to bring home 
people from the hospital who were 
very depressed, perhaps having been 
paralysed in a motor-bike or rugby 
accident, and we would woman-handle 
them onto her big cob. In even a short 
space of time, I watched miracles occur. 

In those days, Riding for the Disabled 
did not exist. It grew out of the work 
people like Auntie June did, individually. 
There were some like her living at 
Rossway House in Berkhamsted. Mary 
Haddon-Paton and Pam Garforth-
Bles started a group that became the 
Rossway RDA group. In time, others 
picked up the reins and, until recently, 
with a few sojourns elsewhere, Rossway 
Group operated from Hastoe Hill Riding 
Stables above Tring. Trina Hall had 
started the Gaddesden Place group 
while a young woman, running the 
stables there – and was passionate 
about teaching people to become 
confident horsemen and women. 
Therapy was great, but it wasn’t enough. 
Another inspiration for me! 

It was natural, when we had small 
children and were living in Tring, that 
I should move my volunteering from 
Gaddesden Place to Rossway Group. 
(Later, I was County Instructor – so I 
was able to revisit friends at Gaddesden 
often, and celebrated their 40th birthday 
with them a couple of years ago.)

Last summer, we were told that 
Hastoe Hill Riding Stables would be 
closing. We had a mutually beneficial 
reciprocal agreement with Lynn Jarman, 
the proprietor, which would be hard 
to negotiate elsewhere. Lynn agreed 
to keep our RDA group there until 
December so that we had a bit of time.

Some of our members, but notably 
Irene Purse (Doug and Lilian’s daughter-
in-law), visited one yard after another to 
try to find somewhere locally that could 
take our horses and provide the sort of 

facilities and access 
that we would need. 
It was a daunting 
task, and largely 
unsuccessful, 
until another 
past Rossway 
instructor and 
current trustee, 
Sylvia Astley, was able to put us 
in contact with Shardeloes Farm, near 
Amersham. 

We moved in there at Christmas, 
and have just completed our first term 
of RDA sessions there. It is a joy – we 
are so pleased with the move, even 
though our official RDA Region and our 
catchment area have changed. Most of 
our volunteers and riders have been able 
to make the move with us, but new ones 
have also come forward, from our new 
locality. Shardeloes is a BHS training 
yard with a huge area of countryside 
to explore on horseback, as well as a 
large, bright and airy indoor arena. We 
have had our first session of training in 
the use of a mechanical horse, too! It 
could prove beneficial as a tool in our 
box, though it has to be said that, for 
most of our riders, it is the warmth and 
thrill of being on a real horse that is the 
strongest draw.

Dear Auntie June, with her vision 
and pioneering spirit, has always been 
an inspiration to me. But while writing 
this, I’ve realised just how many people 
have inspired me in my work with RDA, 
not least the riders themselves, in their 
determination and sheer enjoyment in 
the face of all difficulties. (At the National 
Championships, it is not unusual to see 
riders in their best turnout, competing 
with a smile – even when it’s bucketing 
down!)

And the true inspiration? The horses, 
I guess. I have had a love affair with 
them since a tiny tot. And RDA horses 
are an extra-special lot. They give 
of themselves, willingly, graciously, 
generously and tirelessly, to help people 
overcome their difficulties and obstacles, 
so that they can grow physically and in 
confidence, and truly achieve.

In RDA we have a saying – ‘It’s what 
you CAN do that counts!’ Auntie June 
would shout, ‘Amen!’

To find out more about RDA Rossway 
Group see our website:  
www.rosswayrda.co.uk.
Anne Nobbs, St Peter & St Paul
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putting in a new sound system to huge 
and fundamental repairs like sorting out 
the crumbling masonry and renewing the 
roof. 

In total we have distributed over 
£200,000 in grants and the latest 
commitment is a radical improvement 
of the internal Church lighting system 
so that it is fit for purpose in the 21st 
century. 

Part of our eligibility specification for 
grants is that the improvements provide 
a benefit to the whole community so 
that the Church continues to be used for 
a wide range of activities as well as for 
Sunday worship. Concerts, pageants, 
whole town events and civic meetings... 
all these take place in the Parish Church 
and it is rightly regarded as the most 
significant interior space in the town. 

We have a responsibility to make 
sure that it meets the needs of modern 
communications and events which is just 
as important as making sure it is warm 
and dry. 

What else does FOTCH do?
From the very beginning FOTCH was 
committed to a regime of providing 
friendship and fun events, as well as just 
fundraising. We have a long history of 
organising events that are not just for 
our members but are for everyone in our 
town to enjoy. These range from history 
pageants (the last one being attended 
by over 800 people and with a cast of 
120 individuals) to the annual Family Fun 
Day, which takes place in the Church and 
churchyard every year on the second 
Saturday in May and attracts thousands. 
This is the best attended event in the 
annual calendar in the Church and is 
an opportunity for young families and 
newcomers to the town to get to know 
what an open, friendly and welcoming 
community we have. 

On 12 May this year we will have 
choirs from all the Junior Schools in 
Tring as well as Tring Park School – all 
performing in the Church throughout the 
day. We will have Morris Dancers, we 
will, of course, terrify as many teddies 
as possible as the RAF help them take 
flight across the churchyard to earn their 
bravery certificates.

It’s all free to enter and open to all
A town community that enjoys having fun 
together is a great community to belong 
to. It’s all in a good cause but, even more 
importantly, it’s all about having a good 
time supporting that cause: a good thing 
for Tring. 

What about the future?
How can you help? Support our events 
and enjoy joining in the fun; come along 
to our Family Fun Day or join in with 
the special performance of the Dance 
Show at Tring Park School on 2 July; 
make up a party of friends and enjoy a 
very special night out in the ballroom at 
Tring Park School when we have a great 
party night with the Jolly Jazzers on 27 
October. Consider joining the friends as 
a member or simply join the 100 Club for 
a chance to win cash prizes twice a year; 
have a look at our Newsletter and see 
what a varied programme of events we 
have…

If you like living in Tring, you might 
like to help keep Tring’s heart healthy, 
which is what the Friends are all about. 

You can find all the details on 
our Website on www.fotch.co.uk or 
contact our communications Trustee 
Annette Reynolds on 01296 662326, 
our Treasurer Richard Abel on 01442 
825723 or richard.hayley@btinternet.com 
or me on 01442 822770 or gsenior@
seniorpartners.co.uk.

For the past twenty-seven years we 
have worked hard to establish ourselves 
as ‘a good thing for Tring’. We’ve only 
just started. We need your help and 
support to make it really successful… for 
the benefit of every single person who 
thinks Tring is a great place to be.
Grahame Senior
Honorary President
Friends of Tring Church Heritage
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Don’t let our heritage become history!
Been here forever… or 
newcomer to Tring?
Why FOTCH is relevant to everyone 
in Tring
The Friends of Tring Church Heritage 
is a charity founded some twenty-
seven years ago. It has the simple 
aim of ‘preserving and presenting the 
Parish Church at the heart of Tring in 
its splendid green setting for all future 
generations to enjoy’.

That remains the aim today. It has 
never been more relevant in maintaining 
the open green heart of our town, 

despite everything the developers may 
try to throw at us. 

FOTCH was deliberately set up, not 
as an inward-looking church organisation 
for the Anglican community alone, but 
as an inclusive and outward-looking 
community organisation for everyone 
interested in living in and working in 
Tring. 

The constitution of the Trustee 
governing body involves elected 
representatives from the Town Council 
and the town community as well as 
from the church. It is an independent 
organisation committed to a very long-

term aim of providing 
the capital backing 
for supporting our 
wonderful medieval 
building long into 
the future. Our 
mandate covers 
not just the 
Church building 
but the huge churchyard and the 
whole central environment that is the 
very heart of Tring. 

What could possibly go wrong?
Plenty. By trying to serve all interested 
parties, we sometimes run the risk of 
alienating some of them. We have to 
explain carefully why we don’t just follow 
the interests of one group but try to 
maintain a balanced support for projects 
which benefit the whole community. 
Diplomatic and sensitive communication 
of what we are trying to do, and why, is 
vital. 

What have we done so far?
The list of successfully completed 
maintenance and improvement projects 
is considerable. These include things like 
fixing the Church clock and making sure 
the tower stairs are safe and sound for 
visitors; putting stainless steel guards 
on all the windows to protect them 
from vandalism; from small projects like 

Preserving the heart of Tring for future generations to enjoy
The Friends of Tring Church Heritage is a registered charity no. 1005442

info@fotch.co.uk       www.fotch.co.uk

The Parish Church of St Peter and St Paul

Our events are aimed at involving all 
ages in fun activities throughout the year

NOTE: Not every event takes place every year; these are examples of typical events.

Family Fun Day
Our annual event aimed at

young families and introducing
new people to the church and

its surroundings.

Jazz on a Summers Day
Wonderful music 

and stylish refreshments 
at Tring Park 

School.

A Barn Dance
A fun, traditional way to warm

up an autumn evening

A Christmas Bazaar
With a range of festive

children’s activities.

“SPRING” “SUMMER”

“AUTUMN” “WINTER”

The Friends of Tring Church Heritage
welcomes you to the future

FOTCH exists primarily to ensure that as far as possible funding continues to
maintain this beautiful building for future generations to enjoy.  We want to

ensure that the heart of Tring is maintained as the centre of the town.

How YOU can help – Please Join Us
The Church in its splendid green setting is an asset for all in Tring. By
joining FOTCH you are helping preserve this vital asset for future
generations whilst you enjoy a whole range of benefits and events.

There are five categories of membership:

• Individual annual membership - £12.

• Family annual membership (two adults and all junior members of the
family) - £20.

• Life membership - £100 single. £150 joint.

• Junior membership (up to age 16) - £5.

• Corporate membership (for organisations and associations that want
to help maintain our town’s asset) - £50.

Membership benefits
New members receive a membership
certificate and a copy of the Heritage
Book covering both the history and
heritage of the church and ten dramatic
narratives of our town’s history written by
our school children.  You don’t have to do
anything other than join if you are member
but we hope you will want to be actively
involved in FOTCH activities.  There are
plenty of opportunities to enjoy great
events.  Fun is part of our mandate as well
as fundraising.

It’s your town - it’s your Heritage - it’s YOUR choice.

Contact details
Secretary
Kate Stratford, 53 Hunter’s Close, Tring HP23 5PQ
(01442 826 396, mandk.stratford@ukf.net)

Membership Secretary
Helena Cook, 6 Netherby Close, Tring HP23 5PJ
(joyce_cook@tiscali.co.uk)

Treasurer
Richard Abel, (07823 535 267, info@fotch.co.uk)

Chairman
Gerry Miller, (07989 538649, gerry.miller@charactercottages.com)

President
Grahame Senior, (01442 822 770, gsenior@seniorpartners.co.uk)

Trustees
Trustee details and more information can be found at www.fotch.co.uk

This year we are aiming to double our membership and are
approaching every household in Tring. Please join us.

Note: Membership charges have been held at 2000 levels. Our aim is to attract and
involve people and to make membership inexpensive and affordable to all.

JOIN US NOW AND MAKE A 
SECURE FUTURE FOR ALL IN TRING

WHAT WOULD
HAPPEN IF OUR
TOWN LOST ITS

HEART?
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Newly Refurbished

Join us for our Pre Royal 
Wedding Celebration 
on Thursday 10th May 
10.00am - 12.00pm

Please call to let us 
know you’re coming

CHORLEYWOOD

Activities are a hugely important part of an older 
person’s life, and at Sunrise, it is our priority to ensure 
that residents have a diverse and colourful calendar of 
events to choose from.

Understanding what residents like and dislike is key, 
and we take the time to get to know them. 

Our dedicated Activities Coordinators put a particular 
emphasis on empowering residents to use their own 
skills and resources – which are always rich and varied, 
reflecting everyone’s individual life story. We want 
residents to continually grow as people, and enhance 
their mind, body and spirit. 

The purpose of organising events at Sunrise is to 
ensure that residents have the best experiences 
every day of the week. Call us or visit our website 
and explore our wide range of events.

Empowering Residents 
to Seize Every Day

Sunrise of Chorleywood 
High View, Chorleywood, 

Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire 
WD3 5TQ

SunriseChorleywood.co.uk
01923 381120
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Letter from Orkney
At the time of writing (end of March) 
Spring is starting to tentatively show 
here in these Northern climes. Daffodil 
leaves are cautiously sprouting but there 
are no flowers yet in our garden, unlike 
those I noticed on a recent visit south 
where they were in full bloom. Orcadian 
daffodils are, very sensibly, holding back 
until it’s safer to come out. 

One benefit of winter though, is the 
privilege of seeing, for the first time, 
the aurora borealis, or ‘mirrie dancers’, 
and all from our house! The lack of 
light pollution, clear skies and right 
conditions (plus keeping an eye on the 
Orkney Aurora Facebook group) meant 
we were ready to have a grandstand 
view of green skies which appeared to 
be dancing across the horizon. Mac 
also had a glimpse of ‘Steve’ (Strong 
Thermal Emission Velocity Enhancement 

apparently) but unfortunately I was away 
in the south at the time. This manifested 
as purple mixed in with the green and 
caused great excitement among the 
aurora chasers. The season occurs 
in autumn and winter so, sadly, any 
summer visitors will miss out on this 
treat.

One manifestation of Spring/

Summer is the arrival of the cruise 
liners to Orkney, which is, we’ve been 
told, the ‘cruise ship capital of the 
UK’. In common with many cruise ship 
itineraries all over the world, the liners 
dock in the morning, deposit their 
passengers for the day, and then depart 
in the evening. There can be as many as 
7,000 passengers and crew descending 
in one day, which in an island population 
of 20,000 is quite an invasion! 

Needless to say, there are mixed 
feelings among the population about 
this. Tourism is the second biggest 
income stream, after agriculture, for 
Orkney, and worth about £30 million 
per year. A significant part of this is 
from the cruise ships, with passengers 
buying Orkney-made arts and crafts 
from the many shops providing them. 
They are also taken to the numerous 
archaeological and historical sites 
around the island, as well as having the 
opportunity to see the stunning scenery 
and wildlife. I understand Orkney Islands 
Council hope to increase the tourist 
income to over £40 million p.a. over 
the next few years, but there are some 
concerns about whether this level of 
tourism is sustainable. Is it possible the 
remoteness of these islands which are 
their attraction for many, be adversely 
affected by the numbers who want 
to experience it? This is not an issue 
unique to Orkney, of course: there are 
concerns about visitors causing erosion 
at Ivinghoe Beacon, for example. It 
would appear careful management is 
required and time will tell how and if this 
transpires. 

One visitor who was very warmly 
welcomed by our little Episcopalian 

church in Stromness, 
was The Right 
Reverend Anne Dyer, 
Bishop of Aberdeen 
and Orkney. 
She is the first 
woman Bishop in 
Scotland and was 
consecrated just 
three weeks before her visit here. 
She told us a story about visiting her 
bank in Edinburgh where the bank tellers 
were interested in her purple clergy shirt 
and its significance. When she told them 
she was a Bishop they had a think about 
this, and then suggested that when 
she entered the bank she should move 
diagonally across the floor – which she 
has done ever since. Perhaps they tell 
any King going into their bank that he 
can only move backwards and forwards! 
We had a Lenten Quiet Day with Bishop 
Anne, with a shared lunch, ending with a 
Eucharist which included the relicensing 
of Tom Miller, the Reverend Canon of our 
Church and the Reverend Pam Sanders 
was officially welcomed as a Priest. 
Bishop Anne is a delightful person with 
a warm personality and she has eyes 
that seem to smile all the time! It was an 
honour to meet her and chat. 

So as summer approaches with 
the promise of ever more travellers, 
both to the islands and to our house in 
particular, we are also looking forward to 
some very special visitors to the islands: 
the puffins are due to arrive soon, along 
with the whales (Orca and Mincke), 
porpoises and dolphins. I can’t wait to 
see them! 
Carrie Dodge
Stromness Episcopalian Church
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Your Independent Deli Serving 
Tring & Berkhamsted since 2010

• Supplier of British artisan
& award-winning cheeses

• Stockist of Great Taste Award
winners including our home-

  made jams & preserves

• Supplier of great local produce  
including Potters Crouch
handmade scented products
and Kiwichik Chocolates
 

Rated as Excellent on Trip Advisor

• Loose covers
• Curtains

• Re-Upholstery
• Tracks & Poles

For personal, helpful service,  
please call

Tel: 01844 261769
Mob: 07802 213381

grahamblake123@btconnect.com
www.grahamblake.com

TEN YEAR GUARANTEE

TRING CHARITIES
(Registered Charity No 207805)

ALMSHOUSES IN TRING
From time to time, one and two-bedroom 

bungalows become available to let, for 
people who currently live in Aldbury, Long 
Marston, Marsworth, Pitstone, Puttenham, 

Tring, Wigginton or Wilstone. 
Applicants, one of whom must be aged 55 
or over, must not own their own home or 

have savings in excess of £16,000. 
The average weekly maintenance 

contribution (equivalent to “rent” for housing 
benefit purposes) is £96 for a one bedroom 

property and £115 for a two bedroom 
property. 

If you would like to be considered for the 
Waiting List, please telephone Elaine Winter, 

Secretary to the Trustees, on  
01442 827913 (weekday office hours only), 

for an application form or email  
info@tringcharities.co.uk

Theatre comes to Puttenham
Two years ago, The Badapple Theatre 
Company introduced themselves to us, 
asking if we might be happy to have 
them perform ‘The Thankful Village’ – a 
play they were taking around the 50+ 
Thankful Villages in England.

A team of just four arrived, three 
ladies and one man. The three ladies 
started as construction and stage-hands, 
building the stage and scenery from all 
their pack-away equipment, and then in 
the evening, manifested themselves as 
three very talented actresses taking on 
both male and female parts with great 
skill and improvised costume changes. 
John Bramley set about organising the 
dramatic lighting which brought the 
whole set to life. We had a marvellous 
evening!

The Badapple Theatre Company is 
based in York and were formed over 
twenty years ago, touring the country, 
bringing live theatre to village halls. 
Kate Bramley is the Artistic Director and 
Writer, and is supported by a strong 
team including John Bramley who is in 
charge of the travelling stage sets and 
lighting. 

This is their second tour of the 
‘Amy Johnson’ play which follows the 
inspirational life of the Hull pioneer 
aviatrix – the first woman to fly solo 
from the UK to Australia. A replica of her 
plane, The Gypsy Moth, has been built 
by John Bramley and will be part of the 
stage set.

Two young actresses, Sarah Raine 
and Frances Tither, play the parts of 
Betty and Mabel, two jovial WAAF 
girls who follow Amy’s final mysterious 
wartime journey and celebrate her 
pioneering career.

We are to expect a good dose of the 
Badapple humour, as well as a poignant 
and fitting tribute to Hull’s ‘First Lady of 
the Air’.

The performance takes place at 
Cecilia Hall, Puttenham, on Thursday 10 
May at 7.30pm. Tickets are £12 or £10 
for concessions; £6 for under 16s. Book 
through me on 07514 548289 or online 

at www.badappletheatre.com.
Refreshments will be served during 

the interval by The Friends of Puttenham 
Church.
Christine Rutter, St Mary’s, Puttenham

Are we conditioned to 
regard spirituality as 
being pure? Do we 
think money is a little 
grubby? After all, 
Jesus cleared out 
the money lenders 
from his temple. 

I have grown 

to believe giving is an important part of 
our spirituality. Generosity defines God 
and it should define us. Giving should 
be an important part of our lives and 
that means giving both time and money. 
We receive freely from God and we give 
freely. It shouldn’t be a chore and it 
certainly shouldn’t be grubby. 

Being generous makes us feel 

good about ourselves. If our giving is a 
burden, we are getting something wrong. 
Giving on a regular and planned basis 
should be something integral to our 
lives. Giving is good for us and giving 
people the opportunity to give is good 
too, for us and for the community. 
Huw Bellis, Tring Team

Giving is good for you!
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The Nigeria years
The next three years were spent working 
with homeless mentally ill people, in 
the rehabilitation centre where we lived, 
and developing community psychiatric 
services. Daily life was basic: we 
collected water from a hand pump for 
drinking water and bathing; we used a pit 
toilet; and we had ‘bucket baths’. Every 
day was full of new experiences and 
challenges. We often felt the extremes 
of immense joy and then despair within 
the same day. Throughout it all was the 
reassurance that we were there because 
of God’s purpose for us; this helped us 
through the tough times.

After village life in Amaudo we 
moved to Abuja, the capital of Nigeria. 
With young children and a husband 
who travelled a great deal, I was 
constantly re-learning that God is 
in control. Thankfully we developed 
wonderful friendships, which sustained 
us throughout our time there. Today we 
often plan our holidays around meeting 
up with the close friends we made 
during this time. Nigeria is never far from 
the news, and despite the horrendous 
events within that country, there are 
remarkable people too. After a total 
of eight years in Nigeria we moved to 
another country in West Africa: Togo.

Lomé Life
The next few years in Togo were, in many 
ways, more relaxed and comfortable. 
Lomé, the capital of Togo, is a low-rise 
city with a busy port and stunning white 
sand beaches. With less political and 

civil unrest, daily life was less tense. The 
children picked up French quickly and 
we made new, firm friends. My work life, 
however, became more hectic. I was 
working within an international school to 
introduce the International Baccalaureate 
(IB) curriculum. My weekly women’s 
fellowship group was a tremendous 
source of support and learning during 
this time. 

Stone markers
Before leaving West Africa I was 
conscious of how to capture and savour 
our life of thirteen years abroad. Moving 
location can make the chapters of our 
lives seem very literal. Whilst I was 
familiar with the concept of chapters, or 
seasons, for the different periods of our 

lives, I discovered a new way of thinking 
about our life ‘journey’. 

According to Dan Taylor, humans are 
‘story-shaped creatures’. He describes 
the Israelites using stones as markers 
for their lives, being a point of reference 
for their faith. What I liked about this is 
that although we may naturally identify 
markers in our lives, that Café Direct 
moment at Greenbelt for example, we 
can also create these stones in our 
lives. We can have markers to record 
moments, learning, our faith, to capture 
memories. I did this in a practical sense 
with my women’s fellowship group. We 
wrote haikus and created collages to 
capture some of our memories from 
Togo. I spent an afternoon creating a 
small work of art which is a marker for 
me.

Toward the end of our time in Togo, 
our fellowship group had a small retreat 
at the beach. My prayer that weekend 
was to find a job in our, soon-to-be 
new home of Tring. Ideally something 
local, which I could feel useful in, but 
be available for my children. I was 
looking forward to something less all-
encompassing than the work of IB 
Coordinator. I even dared to suggest ‘an 
admin job in a Church would be ideal’. 
Well, exactly one year later I started at 
High Street Baptist Church doing just 
that: another wonderful reminder of God 
being with me.

I am grateful for our home in Tring. 
I am even more thankful for God’s 
faithfulness. I don’t know what lies 
ahead in my journey, but I hope that the 
knowledge of God’s love and faithfulness 
in my story so far will sustain me. 
Polly Eaton
High Street Baptist Church

The value of telling our story
A few months ago, 
my husband and I 
were interviewed 
for membership of 
High Street Baptist 
Church. Being 
new to the Baptist 
‘system’, I had not 
done this before. 

It involved telling the story of our 
journey of coming to faith and the path 
followed since. Sitting with my husband, 
recounting our individual stories, which 
became intertwined once we met, and 
leading up to today, was a very pleasant 
process; I would go so far as to say 
therapeutic.

Over the years we have done 
many talks, individually and together, 
to churches and groups who have 
supported us as we have spent time 
overseas. However, I do not recall telling 
the story of my faith, or testimony, in a 
single sitting. Carefully chosen questions 
prompted us to talk through our 
upbringing and involvement in church, 
through to today. I found myself pulling 
out turning points which marked this 
journey and then events, or significant 
moments, which later affirmed choices 
and reassured me in darker times, that 
God was indeed right by me.

Café Direct
In 1991, aged 
18, I remember 
sitting in a tent at 
Greenbelt at the 
launching of Café 
Direct, the first 
Fairtrade instant 
coffee. It was 
a collaboration 
which included 
Oxfam and 

Traidcraft, amongst others, and sought 
to bring Fairtrade to High Street shops. 
It was a noble venture, it was radical, 
and it resonated with me in a big way. 
For the previous years, I had attended 
Church, been on Scripture Union camps, 
and met some very inspiring Christians. 
But something for me had been missing. 
Finally, I was hearing people talking 
about the injustices in the world, and 
then doing something about them out of 
a Christian response. I had understood 
that being a Christian meant a personal 
commitment to follow Jesus, but this is 
what being a Christian meant to me.

A year out 
About a year later, I was waiting for my A 
level results. I think I had spent the year 
thinking a lot about injustice and other 
issues, and not doing much in the way 
of study. Hence, I found myself with the 
unlikely chance of getting good grades, 
no possible place at university and no 
idea of what to do with my life. When I 
heard a friend of a friend was planning to 
spend a year out in the Congo, I did not 
hesitate to volunteer to go with her. I was 
straight out of school, with no experience 
of teaching, and rather naively going to a 
French-speaking country to teach in an 
English-speaking primary school.

Nothing could have prepared me 
for the year that followed. I don’t 
think it was the typical gap year, but 
it shaped me, gave me a sense of 
direction and a vocation. Soon after 
we arrived, in what was then Zaire, 
the political situation deteriorated and 
we had to be evacuated. We travelled, 
with the Brethren missionaries we were 
staying with, to Zambia, and ultimately 
Zimbabwe. One of the most inspiring 
families I have ever met took us in, and 
we joined their family of adopted and 
fostered children. We spent eight months 
helping out in various capacities within 
the family, on Scripture Union camps, 
and sorting books in a huge warehouse 
for Book Aid. By the end of my year out, 
I had decided that I would like to study 
Occupational Therapy at University. 
Without the grades, I had to write a 
convincing application. I was ultimately 
accepted at Coventry University, 
based on my experiences rather than 

on qualifications – a ‘mature’ student 
apparently!

Harlesden Methodist Church
Fast forward ten years. In 2002, Julian, 
my now husband, had finished his 
specialist training to be a psychiatrist. 
As two mental health professionals, we 
wondered if there would be opportunities 
to serve overseas. Our backgrounds had 
Congo in common, and opportunities for 
mental health work in development were 
scarce, but we always hoped that this 
would be part of our future. 

We were sitting in Church one 
Sunday morning, and the visiting 
preacher mentioned that he had just 
returned from visiting a mental health 
project in south east Nigeria: Amaudo 
Itumbauzo. We both approached the 
minister after the service to find out 
more and ask, ‘Could you use us?’ 
We didn’t need to discuss it; I don’t 
remember any conversations about 
should we or shouldn’t we, but the doors 
opened readily and six months later 
we were bumping our way down a red 
dirt road to a tiny village in south east 
Nigeria.
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Outstanding care provided for you 
in the comfort and privacy of your 
own home by caring, kind and 
compassionate staff who are 
handpicked for their commitment 
and passion for excellent care. 
Safety, kindness and gentleness 
are our core values.

With a fast-growing reputation for 
excellence in service delivery, we 
are your trusted local provider of 
home care. We are independent, 
family owned and managed.

To talk to us about your care requirements, 
or if you would like to work for us, please call:
Helen Yates RGN on 01442 843064 
or email admin@yourownhomecare.co.uk

This year I had holiday to use up before 
April so we decided a week near Land’s 
End would do in the hope of seeing 
early-arriving summer visitors. March is 
probably the best month to see Hoopoe 
in Cornwall so I was hopeful of seeing 
one, having failed to on past holidays 
there.

On Saturday, as we drove down, it 
was snowing – hardly the best start to 
a week looking for birds arriving from 
southern Europe and Africa! However, 
five Chough flying over the cottage as I 
unpacked the car was a good start. 

On Sunday afternoon I got news 
of a Hoopoe about four miles from our 
cottage. The directions were vague 
but I thought I’d give it a go anyway. I 
found a place that seemed to match the 
description of where the Hoopoe had 
been seen, but no sign of the Hoopoe 
or anyone looking. While I was there 
it started snowing again so I aborted 
and returned to the cottage. Later that 
day the Hoopoe was again reported, 
sheltering under a car from the now 
heavy snow! I decided to wait until 
Monday to go and look for it.

Monday morning was spent walking 
along the coast looking at seabirds 
and seeing three more Chough. In the 
afternoon, news that the Hoopoe was 
still about sent me off to look for it. I 
parked in a layby, as parking is often 
an issue in Cornwall, and walked to the 

hamlet where the Hoopoe had been 
reported. As I walked along the road it 
flew up from the roadside and perched 
in a tree briefly, before disappearing into 
a garden. Having spotted a birdwatcher 
further up the road, I walked on to try to 
let him know where it was. 

While trying to catch up with him, I 
saw another birdwatcher and told him 
I’d seen it and where. He phoned the 
other birdwatcher and we walked back 
and it flew out of the garden to feed by 
the roadside for several minutes and the 
other birdwatcher also saw it. What was 
interesting was the impression of envy 
and almost resentment from the first 
birdwatcher as he told me he’d been 
there 90 minutes looking for the Hoopoe 
and not seen it. No thanks either for 
getting him and showing him it. 

This brought to mind the parable of 
the workers in the vineyard in Matthew 
20:1–16. The Hoopoe was the reward for 
the effort and obviously the timescales 
were shorter as he wasn’t there for the 
whole day – and I didn’t take an hour to 
find it: ten minutes at most if you count 
the walk from the car.

After this I went on to another place 
and saw Great White Egret, Spoonbill 
and several Mediterranean Gulls – all 
wonderful birds; but the highlight was 
the Hoopoe.
Roy Hargreaves, St Peter & St Paul

Tweet of the month

CLUES ACROSS
1. God (Latin) (4)
4. Statue of remembrance (8)
8. Home of Jesus (8) 
9. Half (4) 
10. Church welcomers (5)
11. Changed (7)
13. ‘……’ at the right hand of God (6)
15. Support verbally (6)
18. Charming (7) 
20. Pleasantly warm (5)
23. Apostle to the Gentiles (5)
24. Invade unlawfully (8)
25. An opposer of Jesus (8).
26. ‘….’ to ‘….’, ashes to ashes (4)

CLUES DOWN
2. Avoid (5)
3. Illumination (7)
4. Come together (4)
5. O.T. Prophet (8)
6. Member of a men’s club (5)
7. Book of the O.T. (7)
10. Local mode of transport (3)
12. Tribe occupying Israel (8)
14. Message of past memory (7)
16. Can’t escape (7)
17. Attempt (3)
19. Of the sun (5)
21. Patriarch (5)
22. Famous theologian (4)

Answers on page 38 
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Following our two 
weeks of sailing up 
and down the coast 
of South Africa 
and visiting lots of 
places earlier in the 
year, we set sail 
from Cape Town 
to Tenerife, taking 

three weeks but with far more 
days at sea than before. 

This second leg of the cruise had 
an exchange of most of the guests. 
One of the new guests who arrived was 
wearing a dog collar and a purple shirt: 
not the attire normally seen by holiday-
makers! It turned out to be the Bishop 
of Brixworth, John Holbrook, a bishop in 
the Peterborough Diocese. He was the 
chaplain for the cruise, sponsored by 
the Mission to Seafarers, and was there, 
not only for the guests but also the crew. 
Many of the crew are away from home 
for months on end and it can be a tough 
time for them, so far from their families, 
and not able to get to Church. 

For the chaplain it can be difficult to 
organise services for the crew as they 
work on different time shifts. But for the 
guests, Bishop John led services every 
sea day. On a Sunday it was usually 
an Ecumenical Communion service, 
and a Songs of Praise was held on one 
Sunday. On Ash Wednesday he brought 
ashes and celebrated communion. 
Weekday morning services were themed 
with hymns, readings, prayers and a 
thought for the day. These were held in 
the observatory lounge at the front and 

top of the ship so had wonderful views 
from the picture windows. He asked for 
volunteers to read at the services so 
it was a delight to do that. For me the 
start of Lent was a special time with that 
spiritual focus every day. 

Our itinerary for the three weeks 
started with a couple of days in Namibia, 
with a spectacular desert landscape 
and thousands of flamingos in the 
bays. Then off out into the mid-Atlantic 
towards St Helena. Three days later we 
arrived and luckily the sea was calm 
enough for us to tender across to the 
quayside and land, which only about a 
third of ships get to visit. The terrain was 
steep and volcanic with a fertile interior. 

We visited Napoleon’s tomb and the 
house where he was kept prisoner as 
well as meeting the oldest inhabitant, 
at 186 years old, Jonathan the giant 
tortoise was in good fettle with his 
younger companions. 

Jamestown, the capital and port, 
is small as the hills rise steeply from 
it. At the top of the near vertical hill on 
one side is Jacob’s Ladder, 699 steps 
up, and was used to pull goods up and 
down the 600ft inclined plain. We were 
shown how the kids slid down on the 
rails, taking only about a minute to get 
down! St Helena is a very friendly island: 
everyone speaks to you as they pass by!

Back on the ship we sailed for 
Ascension Island; again we were 
warned we may not get off. Although 
the sea looked OK, the captain said 
there was too much swell, so he did 

a circumnavigation of the island along 
with a commentary by the conservation 
team about the wildlife and landscape. 
Ascension Island is much smaller than 
St Helena with no one living there 
that doesn’t work on the island. Most 
workers are based at the US base with 
others working to protect the island. 
There is a large colony of turtles that 
nest on the beach and many sea birds 
nesting there.

After a stop in Senegal, we sailed 
to two of the Cape Verde islands, 
beautiful volcanic islands with fabulous 
landscapes, but challenging living in 
a place where most of the goods they 
need have to be shipped in. All too soon 
we arrived at Tenerife and the flight 
home to bitter winds and snow!

This version of Psalm 23 is used 
at weekly services when there is no 
chaplain: ‘The Lord is my pilot, I shall not 
drift. He lighteth me across dark water. 

He steereth me in the deep channels. He 
keepeth my log. He guideth me by the 
star of holiness for his name’s sake. Yea, 
even amidst the thunders and tempests 
of life, I dread no danger; for thou art 
with me, thy love and thy care, they 
shelter me. Thou preparest a harbour 
before me in the homeland of eternity. 
Thou anointest the waves with oil – my 
ship rides calmly. Surely sunlight and 
starlight shall favour me on the voyage I 
take, and I will rest in the port of my God 
forever. Amen.’
Janet Goodyer, St Peter & St Paul
and the Church on the High Seas!

The Church on the high seas First Communion preparation
This year we have fourteen children who 
wish to receive their First Communion 
at Corpus Christi Catholic Church. This 
sacrament of the Eucharist has a very 
close resonance with the patronal name 
of our parish. ‘Corpus Christi’ translates 
as the ‘Body of Christ’. We are often 
reminded that we are the body of Christ; 
we are the eyes, hands and feet of 
Christ. Equally we are ‘in communion’ 
and ‘community’.

Who are we in communion with? 
With God in Christ? With each other? 
This also presupposes a wish, a desire 
to be involved, to be a part of this 
‘community’!

So how do we encourage and inspire 
children to be actively present, to be ‘in 
communion’ with Christ in the Eucharist 
and with each other and the parish as a 
whole?

What we do for the children needs to 
be Real, needs to be Active, needs to be 
given with a Wholehearted Generosity.

This year we are blessed with adults 
who are wholehearted and generous and 
hopefully the children will see them as 
good models to follow, which they are.

So what do we actually do?
We talk and the children sit and listen 
and colour in a worksheet sometimes. 
But we have been trying a more active 
and sensory approach which was 
developed for children and older ones 
with special needs, educational or 
physical. In fact we all have special 
needs or a need: to know and experience 
that we are valued and loved.

Here is an example of a session 

held on the theme of: We Take and Eat 
(the communion rite). It is based on the 
story of the Five loaves and two fish, 
and we link it with the Last Supper. 
We help the children to reflect on this 
story as a forerunner of the Eucharist. 
Jesus gives himself as food to us in the 
Eucharist just as he gave people food 
in the miracle of the feeding of the five 
thousand.

In Matthew’s Gospel we read: ‘Taking 
the five loaves and two fish, Jesus 
looked up to heaven and blessed and 
broke the loaves and gave them to the 
disciples, and the disciples gave them to 
the crowd’.

At the Last Supper we read: ‘While 
they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of 
bread and after blessing it, he broke it 
and gave it to them’. 

In the Mass we hear: ‘Take this all of 
you, and eat of it. For this is my body 
which will be given up for you’.

The Session
We welcome each child individually 
and introduce the human dimension. 
We make tuna fish sandwiches 
with emphasis on the need to share 
ingredients in order to have enough to 
feed everyone. Then we move to our 
special place (in the Church). Sometimes 
we sing and when the children have 
settled, we light the candle and greet the 
Gospel. We sign with a cross our heads, 
mouths and heart. (This is to emphasise 
that God’s word enters our thoughts, 
we tell people about it and we love it 
in our hearts). We listen to Jesus in the 
scripture story. Then the adults give the 

scripture message to 
each child and we 
read the scripture 
again. Children need 
time to hear what 
Jesus is saying to 
them.

Breaking the 
scripture open
The catechist says whatever we give 
God he can take it and do more with it 
than we ever could! At Mass we offer the 
bread and wine and the priest asks God 
to change it into Jesus. The priest gives 
us a small piece of bread because Jesus 
wants to share himself with us.

Getting the message
We can reinforce this message with a 
song or Taizé chant.

Sharing the message and 
celebrating 
Time to celebrate what we have learned/
experienced. We celebrate with the tuna 
sandwiches we made earlier and this 
sharing can help consolidate growing 
friendships.

This is a new venture and we also use 
the books the children have, and the 
process is developing. It is only valuable 
if, through a combination of activity and 
contemplation, doing and listening, using 
our senses and symbols, there can be a 
better understanding of the message and 
mystery of the Eucharist.
Tricia Apps
Corpus Christi Catholic Church



For more than seventy years, with the 
help of some amazing supporters, 
Christian Aid has been helping change 
the lives of people of all faiths and none, 
living in poverty around the world. As 
a parish and a community, we have 
been long-time supporters of the charity 
through our Lent Lunches, through Mega 
Stick Sunday and many other activities. 
Although we no longer do a house-
to-house collection – it is very hard to 
get new volunteers and we have found 
other events more effective at raising 
awareness and funds – Christian Aid 
Week, 13-19 May, is still an important 
time to learn about new campaigns 
that the charity is running and to hold 
them in our prayers, as well as holding 
fundraising events. Keep your eyes open 
for more details! 

This year, Christian Aid Week’s 
campaign is focusing on helping 
communities rebuild themselves 
sustainably after natural disasters, and 
#StandTogether as we help families to 
weather future storms. 

‘If another hurricane comes, we’d 
just die’
Marcelin lost his home and livelihood 
when Hurricane Matthew hit Haiti in 
September 2016. ‘I lost pigs, goats, 
everything in the house. I have nothing 
left,’ he says. He now lives in an old 
concrete shower block, a tiny space he 
shares with his teenage daughters. There 
are no windows or doors, and the only 
furniture is a single bed that the girls 
sleep on.

Marcelin has shown incredible 
resilience in the face of such hardships 

and is working hard to raise his children 
alone. Every day he gets up at dawn 
to work the land but he’s struggling to 
support his family. The changing weather 
frequently destroys the food he grows 
and his family often go hungry. He can 
no longer afford to send all his children 
to school and is unable to save any 
money for a new home.

‘You feel as though you’re not really 
living when you don’t have a home’
When Hurricane Matthew struck, 
Jocelyne lost her home, animals and 
safety. She was forced to live ‘in mud’, 
with only a tarpaulin between her and 
the elements. When the tarpaulin shook 
in the wind, it sounded like another 
hurricane. Even now, her new home – 
made of sheet metal, wood and tarpaulin 
– is not secure. Once, she says, a man 

told her that if he 
wanted to hurt her, 
he could just rip 
through the tarpaulin 
wall. It’s hard not 
to feel threatened. 
Jocelyne has 
shown incredible 
resilience, but her 
makeshift home would offer 
no protection in the event of another 
hurricane, and the hurricane season 
arrives in June.

Change can happen!
Of the 700 houses Christian Aid built 
after the 2010 earthquake, just one 
needed to be repaired after Hurricane 
Matthew – but they need support to 
make this happen. May we be part of 
that.

Give us, Lord God, 
a vision of your Kingdom  
as your love desires, 
a world where the weak are protected, 
and none go hungry, 
a world where life is shared, 
and enjoyed by all, 
a world where all races,  
nations and cultures
live in tolerance and respect, 
a world where peace is built with justice, 
and justice is guided by love. 
Give us the inspiration and courage
to build your Kingdom here and now. 
Amen.
Jane Banister, Tring Team
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May Day in Aldbury

Congratulations

On the face of it, 
the May Day Fair in 
Aldbury is a lovely 
tradition. Crowds of 
people come from 
miles around to 
enjoy the beauty 
of the village 

and the stunning 
surroundings with the added bonus 

of stalls and entertainment laid on for the 
Bank Holiday Monday.

They probably have no idea that to 
successfully run something as huge as 
Aldbury’s May Fair locals have been 
working for almost a year, all the time 
praying for good weather on the day.

This is no village fete with a couple 
of tombolas and a cake stall. This is a 
village-wide extravaganza with charity 
stalls, crafts, food, fairground attractions, 
Morris Men, Maypole Dancing and more.

There’s even a Teddy Tower of 
Terror attraction where fair-goers can 
pay to send their own, or newly-bought 
cuddlies, down a zip wire from the very 
top of St John the Baptist’s Church 
tower to the churchyard below. That stall 
alone requires at least four people to be 
running it at all times. Labour intensive? 
Yes and not actually the top grossing of 

the churchyard stalls but it has always 
proved a great crowd-puller which brings 
curious folk closer to (and often into) the 
Church.

The fair raises thousands of pounds 
which is shared between village 
organisations and local charities. Of 
course, this is a great result and certainly 
helps to make the hard work worthwhile. 
But actually I think the biggest benefit 
of the event is the way it pulls together 
different factions of the village: all ages, 
all incomes, newcomers and ‘proper’ 
villagers who can trace their family name 
in the village for hundreds of years – all 
work, side by side.

So many villages nowadays are at 
risk of becoming dormitory communities 
with people working in nearby cities 
leaving for and returning from work 
in the dark. Seeing the trail of people 
walking and cycling to Tring station every 
morning, you might think Aldbury is 
heading that way, but many of those who 
rarely see their village in daylight make a 
big effort to be part of the community.

It astounds me how much talent 
there is locally: we have world-class 
musicians who perform in the Church 
and local community halls at a fraction 
of the ticket price they command 

elsewhere; we have captains of industry, 
happy to help with humble local 
committees; many of our stay-at-home 
parents have been veritable giants in 
their previous workplaces, so we have a 
wealth of experience to draw on.

We also have those who don’t earn 
mega bucks but are equally prepared 
to stand for hours manning stalls, help 
marshal cars coming in for the Fair, bake 
cakes, fill jars, cook mountains of onions 
and turn hundreds of sausages on the 
BBQ, come rain or shine.

I’ll confess every year when, 
exhausted, we take down the gazebo, 
pack up the last sad, unwanted teddies 
and hand our takings over to be counted 
and added to the grand total, I always 
vow ‘Never again’.

I dream of planning conveniently-
timed holidays or tell myself sternly to 
just say no.

But when faced with the organisers 
with clipboards, and remembering the 
fun and laughter instead of the sore 
feet and headaches, I cannot generally 
say no. Luckily for the organisations 
and charities who benefit, it seems that 
neither can anyone else!
Afra Willmore
St John the Baptist, Aldbury

Congratulations to Douglas and Lilian 
Purse who celebrated 60 years of 
marriage on 22 March, Palm Sunday; 
and thank you to Janet Goodyer for the 
yummy cake!

 And congratulations to Ted and 
Pat Tapson who celebrated 68 years of 
marriage on 1 April, Easter Sunday!

 Amazing achievements and possibly 
proof(!) that attending the Parish Church 
is good for you!

Standing together
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Hidden secrets of Tring
The building now designated ‘12’ and 
‘12A’ Chapel Street has an interesting 
history. The unusual shape hints 
at its origin: it was The Ebenezer 
Baptist Chapel, constructed 
probably around 1900. 

The name ‘Ebenezer’ 
derives from a Hebrew word 
meaning ‘stone of help’. This 
is a reference to an incident 
in the Old Testament in which 
Samuel took a stone and set it 
up as a monument to remind 
the repentant Israelites of God’s 
help in their decisive defeat of 
the Philistines (1 Samuel 7.12). 
The name was used in many 
Nonconformist chapels. 

In the late 1940s, a Mr C. 
H. Hampshire, manager of a 
steel works in Sheffield, felt he 
needed a change, and longed 
for fresh country air. After a 
frustrating two-year nationwide 
search for premises, he settled 
on the disused Baptist Chapel. 
Here, together with his brother-in-law, Mr 
Oakley, he began a business which was 
his hobby: ornamental ironwork.

A visitor, P. J. Young, wrote that ‘In 
this strange setting can be seen today 
anything from wrought iron gates to 
table lamps, lamp standards and trolleys 

– all made in either iron or steel. A Dutch 
barn, which when finished will be four 

times the size of the disused Church, is 
the latest project under way there.’

In her latest volume ‘Three Tring 
Industries’ local historian Wendy Austin 
notes that the firm, called Hampshire & 

Oakley Ltd, made the altar rails for St 
Martha’s Church which is opposite, and 

the arch over the Tring Memorial 
gates. Between its origins 
as a Chapel, and the current 
private houses, the building also 
became a factory for plastic 
injection moulding, and an 
office in 1994 (see image). 

Wendy Austin’s book, plus 
many others on local history, 
can be purchased from Tring 
Local History Museum in the 
Market Place, Brook Street, on 
Fridays and Saturdays from 
10.00am until 4.00pm.

Volunteers are always 
welcome as Stewards in the 
Museum. This pleasant and 
sociable activity is not onerous: 
we ask for one half day every 
six weekends, for three hours, 
and always with another 
volunteer. The task involves 
greeting visitors and showing 
them what is to be seen in 

the Museum. For more information, do 
drop into the Museum and talk to the 
Stewards.
Shelley Savage & Martin Wells
Tring & District Local History & 
Museum Society

The Friends of the 
Memorial Garden 
are holding a 
summer fundraising 
event. This will 
be publicised as 
‘The Great War 
Centenary Event’ 
and will be held 

inside and just outside the Garden, 
running from 2.00pm to 5.00pm on 
Saturday 2 June 2018. Entry will be free.

On the lighter side we hope to 
include: an accordion player, a ukulele 
band, a Punch and Judy show, a vintage 
van selling ice creams, coffee etc, and a 
beer tent outside the garden (subject to 
permissions).

We hope this will reflect the joy that 
was evident when it appeared the war 
was coming to an end and also the 

‘British spirit’ which survived around the 
country even in the darkest periods of 
the conflict.

On a more serious note and to reflect 
the purpose of this event, there will be 
a stall manned by Tring Local History 
Museum with WW1 photographs on 
display, WW1 soldiers of Tring – possibly 
a number of ‘silent soldiers’ in suitable 
uniforms carrying cards describing a 
few of the local men who failed to return 
and a number of lecterns around the 
Garden with details of the Great War. It is 
intended that the information contained 
on these will reflect the local history of 
those times.

Throughout the event we will be 
raising funds for the Royal British 
Legion’s GP90 (Great Pilgrimage 90) and 
also the British Legion in general if an 
excess is raised.
Susan Roper
Friends of the Memorial Garden

We are still collecting 
poppies, and if 
you would like to 
start knitting or 
crocheting, it is not 
too late! 

Come and see 
us at the FOTCH 

Family Fun Day on 
12 May and you are welcome to bring 

any you have made then. There will be 
more collection days during the summer. 

Thanks for being part of this 
awesome community project to honour 
those who gave their lives during WW1.
Janet Goodyer, St Peter & St Paul

The Great War Centenary Event

Poppy 
installation 
2018

Jean-Christophe Novelli, chef 
and television personality, 
recently appeared in a national 
newspaper saying that: ‘For 
his restaurant and the Novelli 
Academy in Tea Green, 
Hertfordshire, he purchases 
food and other items from 
P.E.Mead & Sons Farm Shop 
in Wilstone and Potash Farm 
Foods in Gubblecote.’ Both are 
very highly recommended by the 
Chef.
Pam Russell
St Peter & St Paul

Tring 
hits the 
headlines24th World Scout Jamboree 2019 

The Scout Association 
is a registered charity 
which aims to help 
young people 
in scouting all 
around the world 
to challenge 
themselves and be 
more active. 

I have personally seen 
the beneficial effects of scouting: to 
myself, by increasing my confidence 
and leadership skills; and to the young 
people I help. I have been a member 
of scouting since 2014 and have loved 
every second of it; even going back 
to help as a young leader for the past 

eighteen months. 
The World Scout Jamboree is 

an educational event which brings 
together young people from all over 
the world to promote peace and 
mutual understanding. It allows people 
to experience diverse cultures and 
overcome personal boundaries. 

Fundraising for the Jamboree not 
only helps to cover my own costs, but 
also helps to subsidise the costs of 
those much less able to pay to go to 
West Virginia. Although they will still 
have to pay quite a large sum, the aim 
of fundraising is to lower it as much as 
we can.

As many of you know, I held a cake 

sale back in March which raised a 
staggering £140. I would like to thank 
everyone who bought cakes, or even just 
donated money. My end goal is £3,770 
so I still have a long way to go. However, 
I am available for babysitting Friday and 
Saturday nights, so if you have young 
children and need help, just text me at 
07864 086450. If you have any other 
suggestions of ways which may help me 
further, please do not hesitate to get in 
contact, as I would love to get involved.

Thank you to everyone who has 
helped me so far.
Eleanor Terrett, St Peter & St Paul

 

We are planning an ambitious and spectacular display inside and 
outside Tring church in November to mark the centenary of the end of 
WW1 and to honour the men who lost their lives. We need thousands of 
knitted / crocheted red poppies!  

Can you help by 

 Knitting or crocheting poppies – instructions and 
simple patterns are available on request. Every single 
one counts! 

 Donating red wool / black buttons 
 Spreading the word – get your family and friends 

involved in this amazing community project 
 

 For more information contact Janet on 01442 824929 or 
janet@tringteamparish.org.uk 

 

TRING’S POPPY PROJECT NEEDS 

Thank you!! 

Ebenezer Baptist Chapel, 1994 
Photo: Mike Bass

Henry Brackley, R.G.A., died on 24 
March, in the 6th Stationary Hospital 
(France) where he had been brought on 
the previous day with a severe wound 
in the chest. He joined the army in 
December 1916, and last September 
went to France, where he has been ever 
since. He leaves behind him here the 
memory of a straight and faithful life, and 
now he has proved himself faithful to the 
end.

Albert John Tyler, Duke of Cornwall’s 
Light Infantry, was also killed in France, 

on 25 March. He enlisted in the Royal 
West Surreys in November 1916, but, 
on being sent to France in December 
1917, he was transferred to the Duke of 
Cornwall’s Light Infantry. His Sergeant, 
writing on behalf of himself, the N.C.O’s 
and men, says ‘I have to break to you 
the sad news that your son was killed in 
action, whilst in this big retirement. I did 
my best for him, and stopped with him 
until his life went. He was by my side 
when he got hit by a bullet in his back. 
I am sorry to have to lose such a good 

fellow, for he was 
always willing to 
do anything in 
his platoon. He 
fought well to the 
last for his King 
and Country, and 
we all wish to 
express our deep 
sympathy with 
you in the loss of 
your son.’

Parish magazine May 1918
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Reducing burn victims’ pain 
The other day in 
Church, I was asked, 
‘what do you do for 
a living?’ Hmmm, 
well, I work for a 
French Software 
company, Dassault 
Systèmes, the 
3DEXPERIENCE 

company, which provides business 
and people with virtual universes to 
imagine sustainable innovations. We help 
people imagine, design and manufacture 
anything. 

‘Ah, so you design guns and missiles 
with this?’ Well, yes you can, but there 
are other examples I’d rather talk 
about. Our products sell into the areas 
of transportation, mobility, aerospace, 
defence, marine, offshore, industrial 
equipment, consumer goods, retail, 
architecture, engineering, construction… 
the list goes on but I’d like to use an 
example from life sciences.

One of our customers, Firsthand 
Technology, is a virtual reality company 
with a difference! Using just one of our 
many products, 3DVIA, here is their 
story.

The Challenge
Doctors at the University of Washington 
School of Medicine needed a more 
flexible version of SnowWorld, a virtual 
reality approach to relieving burn 
patients’ pain by distracting them during 
wound treatment.

The Solution
Commissioned by the University of 
Washington, Firsthand Technology 
leveraged 3DVIA Virtools and NVIDIA 
graphics to create a version of 
SnowWorld that is even more immersive 
and can be changed and updated easily.

The Benefits
Patients report their perception of 
pain when immersed in SnowWorld 
is reduced by as much as half. 3DVIA 
Virtools allows Firsthand Technology to 

quickly and easily adapt SnowWorld to 
test researchers’ new hypotheses in burn 
pain therapy, further improving treatment.

Making technology work for people
Burn patients must endure both their 
initial injuries and the excruciating wound 
care treatments that follow. But pain 
experts at the University of Washington 
Schools of Medicine and Engineering are 
using a 3D virtual reality (VR) application 
called SnowWorld, developed by doctors 
and built by Firsthand Technology in 
3DVIA Virtools and running on NVIDIA 
graphics solutions, to distract patients 
from their pain. In many cases, patients 
experience not just a lowered perception 
of pain, but as much as a 50% reduction 
in pain-related brain activity, as 
documented by brain scans.

University of Washington’s Dr Hunter 
Hoffman, a virtual reality researcher, and 
Dr Dave Patterson, a pain and hypnosis 
expert, created the first version of the 
environment they call SnowWorld in 
1998 using video game technology. 
Initially developed with funding from 
Microsoft co-founder Paul G. Allen 
and the National Institutes of Health, 
SnowWorld whisks burn patients away 
to an icy canyon where snowflakes fall 
and patients can shoot snowballs at 
snowmen and other targets.

‘The immersive nature of SnowWorld 
is what makes it so effective,’ Hoffman 
says. ‘Wound care sessions are the only 

time patients get to see their burns. 
Watching the nurse work on their open 
burn wounds doesn’t make for a positive 
experience, especially for children. 
Immersing themselves in SnowWorld 
draws patients’ minds away from the 
pain and blocks their view of the real 
world for a while.’

Although initial success with 
SnowWorld was impressive, researchers 
predicted that a more immersive 
environment would yield higher degrees 
of pain relief. So Hoffman and Patterson 
turned to University of Washington 
colleagues Howard Rose and Ari 
Hollander, then part of the university’s 
Human Interface Technology (HIT) lab, 
for assistance. 

Hollander, an expert in 3D immersion 
technology, and Rose, a designer 
of virtual environments, formed 
Firsthand Technology with a mission of 
‘making technology work for people’. 
The company, which also develops 
applications ranging from treatment 
of post-traumatic stress disorder to 
medical training applications, optimizes 
software interfaces to extend the impact 
of factors such as sound, touch and 
visuals in VR environments.

Flexibility for change
‘We rebuilt SnowWorld with 3DVIA 
Virtools from Dassault Systèmes to make 
it simpler to modify,’ Hollander says. 
‘The flexibility of 3DVIA Virtools allows 

SnowWorld’s creators to more easily test 
different experimental hypotheses and 
identify factors relevant to better pain 
control.’ 

With 3DVIA Virtools, Hollander says, 
developers can easily manipulate what 
they already have. ‘Dr Hoffman wanted 
us to alter the field of view, for instance. 
That would have taken significant time 
on other platforms. But with 3DVIA 
Virtools, we can fine-tune quickly and 
easily.’

‘3DVIA Virtools is versatile enough to 
let us explore a variety of options without 
investing so much time and effort 
testing out an idea that we feel locked 
into keeping the change regardless of 
its usefulness,’ Dr Hoffman confirms. 
‘Virtools has become an integral part of 
our research team’s success.’

Simply powerful
The fact that 3DVIA Virtools is easy 
for non-programmers to use is one 
of its biggest advantages, Rose 

says. ‘I can put my ideas directly into 
practice. Rather than relying on a 
team of programmers, a small, nimble 
development team can achieve a lot 
with 3DVIA Virtools. Firsthand is a small 
company, and Virtools allows us to 
create a diverse range of applications 
for the widely varied needs of our 
customers.’

3DVIA Virtools’ rendering capabilities, 
which allow designers to create 
dynamic shader effects and character 
animation in real-time on NVIDIA 
graphics solutions, set it apart from 
similarly priced VR solutions. ‘The 
cost-to-performance ratio and ease of 
use of 3DVIA Virtools are key factors,’ 
Rose says. ‘3DVIA Virtools allows 
us to employ particles, shaders and 
sophisticated textures to deliver a highly 
attention-grabbing experience. We 
prefer the professional-quality NVIDIA 
Quadro solution for our development 
environment, and the Geforce cards 
targeted to the consumer market enable 

us to deploy SnowWorld more affordably 
in hospitals.’

‘In the 3DVIA Virtools version of 
SnowWorld, the snowflakes are just 
incredible,’ Dr Hoffman says. ‘The 
magical 3D snowflakes help patients 
feel “there” in SnowWorld, which leads 
to greater pain relief. The software takes 
full advantage of the faster computers 
available today and really adds a lot 
of 3D depth. It is also much simpler to 
install and start using.’ Programming 
speed is another key advantage. ‘3DVIA 
Virtools’ built-in functionality and 
flexibility facilitate rapid prototyping,’ 
Hollander says. ‘Our clients appreciate 
that they can see their concepts 
evolve quickly, which enhances the 
collaborative design process and 
the client’s satisfaction with the final 
product.’

So what do I do for a living? I help to 
change people’s lives.
Graeme Berry, St Peter & St Paul



Martin Luther King, the American black 
preacher and campaigner for civil rights, 
assassinated in Memphis fifty years ago, 
has always been a great hero of mine. He 
was up there with Colin Cowdrey, Barry 
John and Bobby Charlton when I was 
a teenager. His mixture of Christianity, 
politics, passion, reason and oratorical 
power appealed to me. 

I recently watched a programme 
about him where Trevor McDonald 
examined his life and his key 
speeches, some of which I 
almost knew by heart. What 
was interesting was that his 
secretary and others explained 
that what many people think of 
as his ‘I have a dream’ speech 
of August 1963 did not contain 
those words in the text which 
he dictated to his secretary 
the night before. As he spoke 
in Washington at the Lincoln 
Memorial to a crowd of a quarter 
of a million, he could feel his 
talk was not going as well as he 
had hoped – he was losing his 
audience. Mahalia Jackson, the 
great black female Gospel singer 
was sitting close to Dr King. ‘Tell 
them about your dream, Martin,’ 
she said. And so he did.

I have a dream…
‘I have a dream that one day this 
nation will rise up and live out the 
true meaning of its creed: “We 
hold these truths to be self-evident: that 
all men are created equal.”…

‘I have a dream that my four little 
children will one day live in a nation 
where they will not be judged by the 
colour of their skin but by the content of 
their character.

‘I have a dream today…
‘And when this happens, when we 

allow freedom to ring, when we let it 
ring from every village and every hamlet, 
from every state and every city, we will 
be able to speed up that day when all 
of God’s children, black men and white 
men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants 
and Catholics, will be able to join hands 
and sing in the words of the old Negro 
spiritual, “Free at last! free at last! thank 
God Almighty, we are free at last!”’

Poverty, racism and war
Five years later and just five months 
before he died, Martin Luther King came 

to England to receive an honorary degree 
from the University of Newcastle. It is 
a less well-known speech but just as 
good. Dr King said there were three 
main problems facing the world: poverty, 
racism and war.

The law cannot change the heart
‘As you well know, racism is a reality 
in many sections of our world today. 
Racism is still the coloured man’s burden 

and the white man’s shame. And the 
world will never rise to its full moral or 
political or even social maturity until 
racism is totally eradicated. Racism 
is exactly what it says. It is a myth of 
the inferior race; it is the notion that a 
particular race is worthless and degraded 
innately and the tragedy of racism is 
that it is based not on an empirical 
generalisation but on an ontological 
affirmation. It is the idea that the very 
being of a people is inferior. 

‘Well, it may be true that morality 
cannot be legislated but behaviour can 
be regulated. It may be true that the 
law cannot change the heart but it can 
restrain the heartless. It may be true that 
the law cannot make a man love me but 
it can restrain him from lynching me; and 
I think that is pretty important also. And 
so, while the law may not change the 
hearts of men, it does change the habits 
of men if it is vigorously enforced, and 

through changes in 
habits, pretty soon 
attitudinal changes 
will take place and 
even the heart may 
be changed in the 
process.

 ‘And so that 
is a challenge 
and a great one: for all men 
of good will to work passionately and 

unrelentingly to get rid of racial 
injustice, whether it exists in 
the United States of America 
whether it exists in England, or 
whether it exists in South Africa, 
wherever it is alive it must be 
defeated. And somewhere along 
the way, in this sometimes sick 
and often terribly schizophrenic 
world, we have got to come to 
see that the destiny of white 
and coloured persons is tied 
together. In a real sense we 
are caught in an inescapable 
network of mutuality.

‘And finally, there can be no 
separate black path to power 
and fulfilment that does not 
intersect white routes and there 
can be no separate white path 
to power and fulfilment short 
of social disaster that does 
not recognise the necessity of 
sharing that power with coloured 
aspirations for freedom and 
human dignity. With this faith 

we will be able to transform the jangling 
discords of our nation, and of all the 
nations of the world, into a beautiful 
symphony of brotherhood and speed 
up the day when all over the world 
justice will roll down like waters and 
righteousness like a mighty stream.’
Jon Reynolds, St Peter & St Paul

A great hero
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CHIROPODIST
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Vanity Fayre 
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and Children
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Ruby Willow Hulse
isabelle Olivia Lear



28 29

The way I joined the 
World Community of 
Christian Meditation 
(WCCM) was a 
circuitous, and to 
some extent, an 
improbable one, 
although others 
might argue that 

it was the consequence of an 
unseen guiding hand; an idea which I 
cannot dismiss and find attractive.

Like other people who are initially 
drawn to meditation, my first encounter 
was with the Buddhist tradition. The 
strand of meditation that I was taught 
centred around visualisation rather than 
a mantra. But as I was later to discover 
with the WCCM, much of the ‘benefit’ 
from practice came as much from the 
people I met and from encounters 
with ‘seekers’. To an atheist (as I was 
then), Buddhism also represented 
an acceptable face of religion that 
I assumed would be palatable and 
rational. 

Only after a while I found that it 
wasn’t. Whilst I have the greatest 
respect for Buddhists and I realise that 
there are differing traditions, I found 
many precepts unintelligible, while 
others were based as much on ‘faith’ 
and ‘belief’ as any other religion. Either 
way, Buddhism did not resonate with me 
and I found few answers. But there was 
‘something’ in the practice: the silence, 
the stillness, in which I had found value.

After some time, I enrolled on a 
secular mindfulness course. Mindfulness 
is about learning to reside with things 
as they are, and meditation is a core 
training aimed at this simple, but far 
from easy, objective. I also met yet 
more ‘seekers’, some of whom were in 
despair. Mindfulness seemed to help 
some of these people some of the time, 
but required discipline and even then, 
didn’t help everyone. 

In time someone I was close to 
told me about a Christian Meditation 
tradition. I had little interest in 
Christianity and was sceptical that such 
a tradition even existed. It was hardly a 
promising start.

Nevertheless, at the first meeting I 
was greeted warmly by the facilitator, 
Malcolm Nobbs, and made to feel 
welcome by the group. At that meeting 
I was also taught to meditate using 
the Christian mantra ‘Maranatha’, how 

to sit and what to do when I became 
distracted. It still surprises me to this 
day how easily I changed my meditation 
habit and adopted the mantra. But of 
course, I learned that ‘simple’ did not 
necessarily equate with ‘easy’.

Nevertheless, the experience had 
been sufficiently pleasant to see me to 
return a second time, then a third and 
before I knew it, months and then years 
had gone by. What kept me coming? 
Over time strands started to fall into 
place which I began to see value in.

First, there was the group. Its 
composition has changed over 
the years and ironically apart from 
Malcolm, I am the now longest-standing 
member. Nevertheless, I have been 
overwhelmingly impressed with the quiet 
example provided by my peers. Contrary 
to the bad press which Christians and 
Christianity so often receive, here were 
genuinely decent, open-minded people 
who wholeheartedly welcomed me into 
their tiny community, without judgement 
and never with the slightest tendency 
towards pressurising me to change my 
beliefs. I was also impressed with their 
tolerance and open-mindedness towards 
other faiths. And I never failed to be 
touched by the unstinting dedication 
shown by Malcolm (still our facilitator) 
in preparing materials: talks, readings, 
prayers and music for our group over the 
years.

And here was another surprise: the 
content of the teaching. This was a 
‘brand’ of Christianity which seemed 
removed from dogma and superstition, 
but rather was based upon simplicity 
and experience. I learnt that Christian 
Meditation was an old and authentic 
recovered tradition dating back to third 
century Egypt, St Anthony and the 
original desert Fathers and Mothers. It 
was also rooted in an interpretation of 
part of the Sermon on the Mount. To this 
day I find that very special and wonder 
why so many people are drawn to 
Eastern religious practices when there is 
such a rich one already in our (Western) 
midst. 

The Christian approach to meditation 
also seems to be a unique invitation to 
seek an experiential relationship with 
the Almighty, the Other, a Higher Power 
or however one chooses to describe 
God. It was apparent that to label myself 
as an atheist was no longer accurate. I 
was something else and to be honest, 

categorizations such as atheist, 
agnostic, faithful… didn’t and still do not 
seem to be nearly as important as my 
continuing journey towards growth and 
understanding. Also, for me meditation 
had long lost its secular bias and had 
become a spiritual practice.

Supporting this and via our ‘little’ 
group, I was introduced to sublime 
teachers such as John Main, Laurence 
Freeman, Richard Rohr, Thomas Keating 
and Cynthia Bourgeault to name but a 
few. I also took it upon myself to visit the 
Meditation Centre in London and to see 
these and other speakers in person; and 
I also became interested in apologetics 
such as William Lane Craig and scholars 
such as NT Wright and Resa Aslan. 
Although there were (and are) aspects of 
the teaching which I didn’t comprehend 
or occasionally don’t believe, there was 
much more that I took to heart, accepted 
and found value in. I also wondered – 
and still wonder – about what kind of 
being Jesus Christ was.

At the core of the above lay the 
simple practice of the mantra combined 
with an equally simple opening and 
closing prayer; to be done twice each 
day. The purpose as far as I can see, 
being not in seeking anything but rather 
attuning one’s self up to the presence 
of whatever is out there. In doing 
so, I also found myself letting go of 
judgement and self and with that came 
greater tolerance, understanding and 
compassion towards others; including 
myself. It is the closest I am personally 
able to feel in terms of experiencing 
something spiritual, but really, you must 
engage in the practice on a regular basis 
to understand what I mean and even 
then, I concede that you may still find 
other paths which work better for you. 

Although a lifelong project, my 
experience of Christian meditation has, 
I believe, facilitated in part the transition 
that Richard Rohr has described in 
his book, ‘Falling Upward’ from the 
superficialities of the first half of life 
to what matters: ‘the art of spiritual 
discernment or separating the essentials 
from the nonessentials’.

Of course, it remains a faltering 
journey. But at their core I almost never 
doubt the value of Christian meditation 
practices and hope that my meditative 
journey with the WCCM will continue for 
the rest of my life.
Perrie Sethna, Tring Meditation Group

Janet Goodyer wrote in the April edition 
of Comment what Taizé worship is. Here 
I want to try to explain what it means to 
me.

I was first introduced to Taizé 
worship here in Tring over twenty years 
ago. In the congregation then were 
people like Vanda Emery, her daughter 
Tanya, Tim James (Betty Aston’s son), 
and several other young members of the 
church, who went to Taizé and brought 
back this simple, yet beautiful, form of 
worship.

Taizé worship is a meld of both 
ancient and modern which has 
developed over the past seventy years, 
since the foundation of the community 
at Taizé, near Cluny, in France. It brings 
together a simple liturgy with beautiful 
chants. The languages used in the 
chants come from all over the world, 
which emphasises a key aspect of the 
Taizé community’s teachings, that of 
reconciliation and love among all people 
in God’s world. 

At Taizé, each weekend is looked 
upon as a re-enactment of Easter, and 
the liturgy and music reflects this, so 
we can keep in mind the miracle of life, 
death and rebirth.

Through a contemplative and 
communal singing of the chants, we can 
be caught in the moment, where our 
attention is not on ourselves or those 
around us, but on God. In this moment, 
our hearts are opened and we can find 
God.

A key element of the worship is 
silence. In this silence we can pray or 
meditate as we wish. It is a time of 

stillness where we are able to place into 
God’s hands, our concerns, joys and 
thanksgivings. Or we can pray in the 
way of the Desert Fathers and Mothers, 
taking a short passage from the Bible 

that has meaning for us, and repeating it 
in the silence.

Taizé worship is gentle; it flows, 
and brings us closer to both God and 
our neighbour. It brings refreshment 
and renewal, so – as Christ was raised 
on Easter morning – we rise from the 
worship ready to live.

Why not come and join us at St 
Mary’s, Puttenham, on the third Sunday 
each month at 3:30pm, and experience 
it for yourself.
Malcolm Nobbs, St Peter & St Paul

Be still, and know that I am God
Normally regular worshippers at the 
10.00am service in St Peter & St Paul’s, 
Jon and I decided not to venture out 
on a very snowy Sunday morning in 
March. When the snow cleared we were 
very pleased to attend the service at 
St Mary’s in the afternoon instead. We 
hadn’t worked out which service it was, 
so were not expecting the Taizé service.

Although not familiar with the service, 
we found the welcome warm and the 
small group of worshippers friendly. It 
was informal yet intimate; we could sing 
or we could listen; we could be still or be 
involved; we felt God’s presence there 
among us. 

We are fortunate to have the 
opportunity to experience so many 
styles of worship in Tring and the 
villages. If one does not suit, there are 
others to try. Above all it is another 
opportunity to meet with God and those 
who love him.
Annette Reynolds, St Peter & St Paul 

An agnostic’s view of Christian meditation What is Taizé worship?
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Trust and consent: a personal reflection
This is a personal reflection on Trust, 
Consent and Treatment in the 21st 
century NHS and is intended as an 
insight into the healthcare system on 
which most of us depend. I hope it steers 
clear of introducing personal bias.

Alleged professional failings are a 
staple of newspaper headlines, and 
we are frequently shown examples of 
professional practice, which vary from 
falling short of everyday standards to 
criminality. The outcomes range from 
persons losing their life savings in the 
finance industry to losing their capacity 
to enjoy life or sometimes to their death.

Even with the best medical practice 
some people die tragically quickly from 
their illnesses. Atul Gawande’s book 
‘Complications’ illustrates a range of 
events from happy to sad that illustrate 
these realities.

Patients rely on the quality of what 
doctors recommend, unless they 
themselves have relevant specialist 
knowledge or experience. The patient/
doctor transactions depend on a high 
degree of trust. Nevertheless, the 
process of negotiating with patients for 
their consent to treatments has become 
increasingly formalised over the last 
25-35 years. 

The reasons for this increasing 
emphasis on informing patients arguably 
hinge on trust and the risk of litigation. 
Onora O’Neil, the 2002 Reith lecturer, 
has written extensively on trust. 
Currently, the patient or responsible 
parent possessing ‘capacity’ must 
receive accurate and appropriate 
information on which to base their 

informed consent, with a view to 
granting and rescinding it at any time. 
The GMC document ‘Consent: patients 
and doctors making decisions together’ 
(web download) is a comprehensive 
account of this aspect of medicine.

But at the heart of the medical 
consultation is the assumption that 
a competent doctor is appropriately 
weighing up the situation, and that the 
advice or treatment offered is reasonably 
comprehensive, accurate and amongst 
the best available. 

These principles work transparently 
for 1:1 consultations, but there is an 
increasing trend for committing the 
medical well-being of patients to medical 
teams. The responsibility for monitoring 
and carrying out treatment is then 
diffused across a range of individuals 
with the risks of poor organization and 
varied competence, placing patients 
in potentially added jeopardy. In these 
acute situations, the luxury of quiet 
reflection can be lost.

Recent press headlines and 
concerns from sections of the medical 
establishment about the fate of a junior 
doctor have highlighted the risks for 
staff and acutely ill patients admitted to 
stretched resources. It is when things go 
wrong that hazards to patients become a 
concern for us all.

Dr Bawa-Garba, a trainee 
paediatrician, was convicted of 
manslaughter by gross negligence in 
December 2015 following the death in 
Leicester Royal Infirmary of 6-year-old 
Jack Adcock, and she was subsequently 
removed from the list of doctors 

permitted to practise medicine in the 
UK. There are numerous accounts of 
the events, editorial ‘angle’ regrettably 
intruding in some of them. 

The subsequent overall concern has 
been that the hospital ‘platform’ from 
which care was delivered had substantial 
contributory defects in the tragedy. It 
is this latter point that is of continuing 
concern, because it is not unique to 
Leicester. Atul Gawande develops the 
point about potentially disastrous effects 
arising from a cascade of relatively small 
problems.

From a personal perspective, when 
I was the front-line junior doctor in a 
busy North London hospital, my worst 
night involved admitting fifteen sick 
adults, with heart attacks, pneumonia 
and drug overdoses etc. A high degree 
of personal organization, strong tea, and 
a reliable hospital system were essential 
for successful treatment. This started 
with the portering system and required 
excellent nurses on the wards. The only 
irritation was that the arithmetic for 
measuring fluid input and output was 
hit and miss at times! Everything else 
worked well, otherwise it would not have 
been possible to carry out the job and I 
might have lost the plot.
Name withheld, Tring

Footnote: The junior doctor mentioned 
above, Dr H. Bawa-Garba, was frank in 
acknowledging her actions, and may take 
further advice, following a crowd-funding 
exercise over unprecedented concerns 
about the entire process. 

I only went to see two of the Lent films 
we had as part of the Tring Team’s Lent 
Films this year (snow and Mothering 
Sunday contributed to my poor 
attendance). I enjoyed the two I saw very 
much. (And the fact that I am writing this 
tells you that I failed to persuade anyone 
else to write about them!)

One, ‘Ma vie en rose’ was about a 
boy who was convinced he was going 
to be a girl when he grew up, and the 
adverse reaction of his family, school 
and neighbours. It was an intensively 
moving film (though not without humour) 
and the amazing thing for me was that 
it was not a recent film but released in 
1997. I was challenged by the fact that 
I had been allowed to be a ‘tomboy’ 
till my teens, climbing trees and being 
anything other than ladylike – whereas 
this boy could not be ‘a girl’ without 
attracting criticism for not being 
‘normal’. The other was ‘3.10 to Yuma’, 
a good old fashioned Western with token 
beautiful women who ‘knew their place’ 
and men who knew how to be macho 
‘men’, with lots of guns and blood and 
violence (and also some humour). It 
was a good romp with a villain (Russell 
Crowe) who turned out to be a good 
guy after all right at the end. These films 
were chosen to give us perspectives on 
gender issues. 

The Comment team also suggested 
we did a review of a new film for this 
issue but again, I haven’t found anyone 
yet who has seen it! So I am cheating 
and have looked at other reviews to talk 
about it here. If you do go to see ‘Mary 
Magdalene’ and want to submit your 
own review, I will be pleased to print it. 

Apparently this version of the Mary 
from the Gospels depicts her as a 
powerful leader of the early Christians, 
the person who was the most significant 
woman in Jesus’s life other than Mary, 

his mother, and who was a major 
figure in early Christianity. This new 
perspective ‘came from the desire to 
tell stories about women who shaped 
history but weren’t known (or correctly 
known)’. Interestingly a Channel 4 
programme about the women of the 
Gospels drew similar conclusions about 
the importance not only of Mary but also 
of Joanna and Susanna. 

According to the film, Mary left her 
family and her home village of Magdala 
on the Sea of Galilee to follow Jesus. 
Unlike the eleven remaining apostles, 
she stayed with Jesus on Golgotha 

throughout the crucifixion (I think John 
was also there but the reviews don’t 
mention him) and was the first person 
to see that Jesus’s tomb was empty. It 
was to Mary Magdalene that Jesus first 
appeared on that first Easter Day and 
she took the message to the others that 
she had ‘seen the Lord!’.

The reviewers tell us that biblical 
texts written between the 1st and 3rd 
centuries suggest that not only was 
Mary considered an apostle, but that her 
status in the years after the crucifixion 
rivalled even that of Peter in terms of the 
confidence Jesus placed in her.

 So this new Mary Magdalene 
portrayed by the film is a traditional, 1st-
century Judean woman who refuses to 
go through with an arranged marriage 
in a quest to find God and devote her 
life to Christ’s service. The film-makers 
suggest a deep bond between Jesus 
(played by Joaquin Phoenix) and Mary 
Magdalene (Rooney Mara) without 
making it romantic. They are, in the 
film, soul mates, united by a shared 
vision of what the Kingdom of Heaven 

truly means. Mary 
Magdalene comes 
across as a spiritual 
figure in her own 
right.

The other 
disciples are 
presented as a 
band of freedom 
fighters seeking to lift the burden 
of Roman oppression. They believe 
that the kingdom Jesus has promised 
is a political one, where Jews will once 
again be in charge of their own destiny. 
Mary, however, believes that Jesus is 

referring to a kingdom that can only be 
established by love and forgiveness; that 
we have to change from within in order 
to change the world around us. The 
other disciples do not treat her as an 
equal and she remains on the outside of 
their privileged group.

This view of Mary comes from the 
Gospel of Mary (with which I am not 
familiar), a gnostic gospel written in 
the 2nd century only rediscovered in 
1896, when an ancient manuscript was 
unearthed in Egypt. Apparently it sheds 
new light on the role of women in the 
early church. Catholic readers may 
know more about this as it culminated 
in a 2016 Vatican decree that added 
a preface to the Mass, referring to 
Mary Magdalene as the ‘Apostle to the 
Apostles’.

The film seems to have been well 
researched so that it brings to life 
ancient Judea as well as this new 
perspective on Mary Magdalene. I will 
certainly aim to see it – even if it’s no 
longer in the cinemas.
Annette Reynolds, St Peter & St Paul

The real Mary Magdalene?

The next Piano & More concert will take 
place on Sunday 13 May at 3.00pm in St 
Peter & St Paul’s Church. It will include 
a performance by Helen Godbolt of a 
Bach unaccompanied cello suite, and 
some other works not needing a piano 
(see below). Helen, who lives in Tring, 
has played in two previous Piano & More 
concerts.

Our lovely Bechstein piano (much 
admired by the superb international 
soloists who performed in our March 
concert) is well into its second century 
and is showing its age. It needs a major 
overhaul, which will put it out of action 

until June. The cost of the overhaul is 
around £5,000. Once again, I will put up 
the money for this, and will be gradually 
paid back from the donations raised 

by successive concerts, with half the 
proceeds still going to the Church. 

The repairs will be carried out by 
Kevin Brice of Brooklands Pianos; the 
restringing and other work he will carry 
out is expected to improve the tone of 
the lower registers, and will give us a 
piano that we can rely on for many more 
years. He has promised to send regular 
updates and occasional photos of the 
work, which will be uploaded to the 
website, where you can also find details 
of future concerts: see the relevant 
pages of www.piano-and-more.org.uk. 
Anna Le Hair, St Peter & St Paul

Piano & More
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John Keble‘Thy Kingdom Come’
Every now and then the Church seems to 
need a good shake-up. The Reformation 
is a prime example of this. But all 
through the Church’s life there have been 
leaders, reformers and stirrers, however 
we like to put it. 

Our hymns in part reflect this. We 
think of the hymns of Wesley coupled 
with John and Charles’s sermons. In 
the nineteenth century there was the 
Clapham Sect of Anglican Evangelicals 
with the members’ concern about the 
slave trade and the need for missionary 
enterprises. 

Also in that century was the Oxford 
Movement, some of whose members 
were hymn writers. One of the chief of 
these was John Keble (1792–1866). In 
1866 he preached an Assize Sermon 
on National Apostasy. It was a defence 
of the Church as the Body of Christ 
rather than just a part of society under 
Parliament. Its origin was Keble’s 
objection to Parliament’s proposed 
suppression of ten Irish bishoprics. 
Actually it was a reasonable move 
since the Anglican Church of Ireland 
was ‘over-bishopped’ as most of the 
Irish were Roman Catholics. But this 
sermon started the movement called 
the Tractarian or Oxford Movement. It 
was, in fact, this High Church movement 
which has had a very great effect on 
Anglican worship, even on those who 
would not consider themselves ‘High 
Church’.

John Keble 
started as an 
Oxford don and 
then became a 
parish priest. His 
particular gift was 
poetry. In 1831 
he was appointed 
Professor of 
Poetry. He also 
wrote a number 

of learned books on theology, on 

Eucharistic Adoration and pamphlets 
against the Divorce Act: in other words, 
a variety of subjects but it is his poetry 
which concerns this article. 

One of his most famous works was 
‘The Christian Year’, a collection of 
poems for the Sundays and Holy Days 
of the year published in 1827. It has 
been said that in the early Victorian era 
no household was without a copy of this 
book. It went through 100 editions in the 
forty years after its publication. William 
Wilberforce apparently suggested to 
each of his four sons that they should all 
bring a new book to read on holiday and 
all five brought ‘The Christian Year’! 

He wrote much other poetry but 
several of the poems from ‘The Christian 
Year’ have become familiar as hymns: 
New Every Morning, Sun of my Soul, 
Blest are the pure in heart. ‘Hymns Old 
and New’ has these three plus Hail, 
Gladdening Light, Keble’s translation 
of a very ancient Greek evening hymn 
which also features in ‘Evening Prayer 
in Common Worship’. ‘English Hymnal’ 
has six more, illustrating in part Keble’s 
interest in the Saints’ days and seasons 
such as Rogationtide. One other is worth 
mentioning – the wedding hymn The 
Voice that Breathed o’er Eden. In half a 
century of taking weddings I have never 
been asked for this hymn, but it does 
get mentioned in literary works of times 
past and it is worth reading to see how 
the understanding of matrimony has 
changed.

New every morning is the love... 
was written in 1822 while Keble was a 
tutor at Oriel College and was published 
five years later. It is a small section of a 
much longer poem, entitled ‘Morning’, 
which appears at the beginning of 
‘The Christian Year’ with the text ‘His 
compassions fail not. They are new 
every morning’ (Lamentations 3, 22-23).

This hymn starts with the key word 
‘New’, used both of God’s love and 

mercies each day 
and the new that 
can be potentially 
good as well as 
bad in our daily life, 
‘new mercies, new 
perils, new sins, 
new thoughts of 
God’. With this 
go possible new encounters 
with God, ‘old friends, old scenes will 
lovelier be’ – linking with the idea in the 
next verse about ‘the trivial round, the 
common task’. We do not have to live 
a very special life or do tremendous 
things for God. We can find him in our 
ordinary lives and routines, where we are 
provided with enough ‘to bring us daily 
nearer God’.

‘The Christian Year’ as a book may 
not be read as much in the twenty-
first century as the nineteenth and yet 
some of the words can still speak to us 
today. This book was essentially a book 
of private devotion which Keble only 
published to please his father. However, 
the proceeds from its sale enabled him 
to restore completely the fabric of his 
Parish Church at Hursley in Hampshire. 
One cannot imagine such fundraising 
for repairs working today! The style and 
appeal of the book is of the past. But 
what matters is that some words and 
forms of devotion survive. Nowhere is 
this more apparent than in the diversity 
of hymns we use today. The Oxford 
Movement produced both its own hymns 
but also, through translations, many 
splendid hymns from various stages in 
the history of the church. 

Certainly some of John Keble’s 
poetry stands the test of time. Perhaps 
one may end with the last line of another 
of his famous hymns, Blest are the pure 
in heart, which sums up what we all 
ask: ‘Give us a pure and lowly heart, A 
temple meet for Thee’.
Martin Banister, St Albans Abbey 

Thy Kingdom Come is a global prayer 
movement, which invites Christians 
around the world to pray between 
Ascension and Pentecost for more 
people to come to know Jesus 
Christ. What started out as an 
invitation from the Archbishops’ 
of Canterbury and York in 2016 
to the Church of England has 
grown into an international and 
ecumenical call to prayer.

The hope is that: people 
will commit to pray with God’s 
worldwide family, as a church, 
individually or as a family; 
churches will hold prayer 
events, such as 24/7 prayer, 
prayer stations and prayer 
walks, across the UK and in 
other parts of the world; people 
will be empowered through 
prayer by the Holy Spirit, 
finding new confidence to be 
witnesses for Jesus Christ. 

‘You will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you; and you will be my 
witnesses… to the ends of 
the earth. When he had said 
this… he was lifted up, and 
a cloud took him out of their 
sight…Then they returned 
to Jerusalem… and were 
constantly devoting themselves 
to prayer… When the day of 
Pentecost had come they were 
all together in one place... All 

of them were filled with the Holy Spirit... 
and that day about three thousand 
persons were added.’ Acts 1,2

 Last year in the Parish Church in 

Tring we held an ‘8 to 8’ prayer day 
which was very successful. People 
came into the Church on a Saturday and 
listened to lots of ideas on prayer and 

took part in ‘led’ worship. This 
year we would like to cover 
the ten days from 10-20 May 
with prayer, so we invite you to 
pledge to pray individually, as 
churches and as families. 

We aim to have resources 
and some interactive prayer 
stations in Tring Parish Church 
to help; details are being 
worked on at present, so keep 
an eye out for posters and 
information in pew sheets. 
Please have a look at the 
website www.thykingdoncome.
global for information and 
ideas.

In St Albans Abbey on 
Saturday 19 May there is a big 
service planned at 6.30pm, 
‘Christians Celebrating and 
Praying’ led by Soul Survivor 
with Archbishop Justin Welby 
preaching. There will be prayer 
stations and fun activities from 
4.00pm. Some of us from the 
prayer ministry team are going 
and if anyone would like to join 
us, you will be most welcome. 
Janet Goodyer 
Tring Prayer Ministry Team‘In praying “Thy Kingdom Come” we all commit to 

playing our part in the renewal of the nations and the 
transformation of communities.’ Archbishop Justin Welby

The editorial comment at the end of 
Leslie Barker’s report in the April 2018 
Comment was presumably driven by the 
current gender debate and intended to be 
provocative. 

The Men’s Society does not ‘actively 
exclude women’. Indeed, during my 
chairmanship from 2008 to 2014, I 

welcomed all to our meetings and 
pioneered joint meetings with the former 
Tring Branch of the Mothers’ Union. Since 
I gave up the chairmanship, the society 
has transformed itself into an informal 
discussion group, which meets happily at 
the Half Moon in Wilstone. I think there is 
still an important rôle for a Parish Men’s 

Society: it offers needed mutual support 
and camaraderie particularly to older 
men and an opportunity to discuss their 
concerns in a friendly setting. The younger 
generation might call this a ‘safe space’! 

I would welcome a debate on gender 
issues in the near future. 
Martin Wells, St Peter & St Paul

Feedback



All are welcome to a talk on ‘Does 
science destroy faith or deepen it?’ on 
the morning of Saturday 12 May in The 
Church of the Resurrection in Grove Hill, 
Hemel Hempstead. There is easy parking 
at the Church or nearby in the parking for 
the shops in Henry Wells Square. Come 
for 10.00am when refreshments will be 
served. 

The talk, which starts at 10.30am, 
will be given by Revd Tim Bull from St 
Albans Abbey and is based on a series 
of talks he gave at the Abbey in the 
autumn of 2017. 

Tim Bull is an Anglican Priest serving 
as a Canon of St Albans Cathedral 
and as the Director of Ministry for the 
diocese of St Albans which covers 
Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire. 
His responsibilities include training, 
recruitment and parish development.

Previously Tim was a vicar in 

Essex for ten years, a trainer in church 
leadership, a software engineer and 
a university lecture in computer 

science. He has degrees from Oxford 
and Cambridge in Mathematics and 
Theology respectively. He gained a PhD 
from Durham in software engineering 
and a second PhD from King’s College 
London in theology entitled: Genesis, 
Jesus and Genetics. He is a Fellow of 
the Royal Society of the Arts, a member 
of the Society of Ordained Scientists and 
was elected in 2015 to the Church of 
England’s General Synod. Tim is married 
to Julie and has two daughters who are 
both at university. 
Ruth Treves Brown
St Peter’s Church, Berkhamsted 

Why not return for a barbecue lunch 
at the FOTCH Family Fun Day and an 
afternoon of music in the Parish Church 
in Tring with friends?

34 35

 

 

 

Churches Together in Tring
Monthly Prayer Breakfasts
When Janet and I came to Tring 
over seven years ago we discovered 
something we thought was rather special 
— a small group of people who prayed 
quite freely together every month. 

Churches Together in Tring have held 
monthly Prayer Breakfasts for some 
years with varying degrees of response. 
Our thanks go to John Young for 
faithfully organising this in recent years.

At the Churches Together AGM on 

6 February there was a discussion on 
Prayer Breakfasts after which Janet and 
I accepted the invitation to restart them 
– or at least try to. 

We have been working on this for 
a few weeks. Last year each church 
hosted two breakfasts but now we want 
to offer churches a little more flexibility, 
with an emphasis on opting in.

The agreed calendar for the following 
few months is set out here.

Your comments and advice are 
welcome to colin.briant@
hotmail.com or 01442 828896.
 
Prayer Breakfast Proposals
Keeping the current timing 
(monthly on the first Saturday 
8.30am – 9.30 am) enables 
people to remember easily and 
to come without breaking up 
the whole day.

Each host provides a 
simple breakfast and leads the 
prayers in their own way. 

To encourage a stronger 
sense of purpose we suggest 
each breakfast prays for: 
• The host church’s own 

vision, activities & needs 
• Tring Town and Churches, 

including the Council, 
Schools, Shops, Business 

 & Commerce, Health and any current 
activities 

• For the churches and the town in 
their thinking, decisions and progress 
around the proposals for new housing 
developments in the next 5-10 years.

• UK and world issues, both wellbeing 
and mission.

Colin & Janet Briant
High Street Baptist Church

 

TringMarket
    Auctions

Antique and Fine Art Auctioneers 
and Valuers. Est. 1982

BROOK STREET, TRING, HERTFORDSHIRE HP23 5EF
TELEPHONE: 01442 826446

www.tringmarketauctions.co.uk

Our salerooms continue to attract 
a wide range of customers from 
throughout the UK and across the 
world and we deal with almost 
everything that comes out of your 
home whether 17th century or 21st 
century.

Visit our website and view the sale 
catalogues with accompanying 
illustrations, you will find us at  
www.tringmarketauctions.co.uk. 

Look out for us on television - Flog 
It and Cash in the Attic are regular 
visitors, making the salerooms an 
exciting place to search for antique 
and quality home furnishings.

Buying or selling - we welcome 
your enquiries.

Valuations for 
Sale, Probate 
& Insurance

Total and 
Part House 
Clearance 
Specialists

Fine Art Sales 
and Fortnightly 
Sales of Antique 
Furniture and 
Collectables

A local family business offering regular, occasional and 
one off gardening and maintenance services.

We can help with: 
Lawn Mowing • Hedge cutting * Weeding  

• Garden Clearance • Fencing • Power Washing/
Sealing • Turfing • General Maintenance  

• and much more
Contact us now for a free quote and to claim your 

10% discount on our first visit! Saturday May 12 at 10 for 10.30am in
The Church of the Resurrection
in Grove Hill, Hemel Hempstead
Refreshments from 10am
There is easy parking at the church or nearby in parking for
shops in Henry Wells Square
Revd Tim Bull is from St Albans Abbey
The talk is based on a series of talks he gave there in autumn 2017
More information from Ruth Treves Brown 01442 863268

All are very welcome

A Talk given by Revd Tim Bull

NExT DATE 
ST MARTHA’S 

METHODiST CHuRCH 
SATuRDAy 5 MAy 2018

8.30AM TO 9.30AM

Saturdays at 8.30am – 9.30am

5th May St Martha’s

2nd June St Peter & St Paul

7th July Corpus Christi

4th August No Meeting

1st September

6th October

3rd November

1st December

Science and faith 
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Tring Team Anglican Churches
The Tring Team consists of five churches: St Peter & St Paul in Tring; All Saints, Long Marston; St Cross, Wilstone; St Mary’s, 
Puttenham; and St John the Baptist, Aldbury.
1st Sunday of the month
8.00am Holy Communion BCP Tring
8.00am Holy Communion BCP Aldbury
10.00am Holy Communion CW Tring
10.00am Holy Communion CW Wilstone
10.00am Sunday Worship CW Long 

Marston
10.00am Worship for All Aldbury
12.00 midday Baptisms Tring
3.30pm Holy Communion Puttenham 

2nd Sunday of the month
8.00am Holy Communion CW Tring
10.00am Holy Communion BCP Aldbury
10.00am Holy Communion Long Marston
10.00am Sunday Worship Wilstone
10.00am Worship for All Tring
11.30am Holy Communion BCP Tring
3.30pm Evening Prayer Puttenham 
6.00pm Evening Prayer Long Marston

3rd Sunday of the month
8.00am Holy Communion BCP Tring
10.00am Holy Communion CW Tring
10.00am Holy Communion CW Wilstone
10.00am Worship for All Long Marston
10.00am Holy Communion Aldbury 
3.30pm Taizé Puttenham 

4th Sunday of the month
8.00am Holy Communion BCP Tring
10.00am Holy Communion CW Tring
10.00am Worship for All Wilstone
10.00am Holy Communion Aldbury
10.00am Holy Communion CW Long 

Marston
3.30pm Evensong Puttenham
6.00pm Alternative Communion CW 

Tring

5th Sunday of the month
8.00am Holy Communion BCP Aldbury
8.00am Holy Communion BCP Tring
10.00am Holy Communion CW Aldbury
10.00am Holy Communion CW Tring
10.00am Sunday Worship or Holy 

Communion Long Marston
10.00am Sunday Worship or Holy 

Communion Wilstone
3.30pm Sunday Worship Puttenham 

Weekday Services
Mondays 9.00am Morning Prayer Tring
Tuesdays 8.30am Morning Prayer Tring
Tuesdays 9.15am Holy Communion CW 
Tring
Wednesdays 8.30am Morning Prayer 
Aldbury
Thursdays 10.00am Holy Communion 
BCP Tring
Fridays 8.30am Morning Prayer Tring
Fourth Tuesday in the month 10.00am 
Holy Communion Wilstone

Dacorum Foodbank
Weekdays 10.00am St P&P

Youth Café 
Mondays in term time 3.30pm St P&P
Secondary School aged children meet 
for toast, crisps, coke and chat.

Meditation
Thursdays 8.00pm Corpus Christi

Coffee Mornings
Tuesdays 9.00am Aldbury
Fourth Tuesday 10.30am Wilstone
Fridays 10.00am St P&P
Saturdays 10.00am St P&P

Young Adults Group TAYA
First and third Thursdays 8.00pm St P&P
A discussion group for young adults

First Saturday Lunch
Saturday 5 May
From 1.00pm for those who have been 
bereaved to meet and eat with others. 
Contact Margaret Oram for information 
on 01442 824575.

CTT Prayer Breakfast
Saturday 5 May at 8.30am
St Martha’s Methodist Church

Baptism Preparation
Second Sunday in the month 11.20am  
St P&P Emmie Hobbs Room

Afternoon Tea
Fourth Tuesday in the month  
2.00-3.30pm All Saints, Long Marston

Book Group
Fourth Sunday in the month 6.45pm  
St P&P

Chiltern Sinfonietta Concert
Saturday 5 May 7.30pm St P&P

FOTCH Family Fun Day
Saturday 12 May St P&P

Deanery Lecture, Terry Waite
Thursday 24 May 7.45pm
Egerton-Rothesay School, HP4 3UJ

High Street Baptist Church
ACTIVITY ROOM
Tuesdays 9.30-11.30am
Craft, stories, songs and 
more!
Suitable for 0 to 4yrs

COFFEE FOR A CAUSE
Tuesdays 10.30am – 12noon
Coffee in the foyer in aid of 
BMS World Mission

TOTS
Wednesdays 9.30-11.30am
Baby play area, soft play, 
trikes, scooters!
Suitable for 0 to 4yrs

GAMES AFTERNOON
Wednesdays 2.00-4.00pm
Traditional games, puzzles 
and refreshments

PLAY CAFÉ
Thursdays 9.30-11.30am
Relax and chat while the little 
ones play
Suitable for 0 to 3yrs

FRIDAY CAFÉ
Fridays 12.00-1.30pm
Freshly cooked lunches

WHO LET THE DADS OUT
First Saturday of the month at 
8.30am to 10.00am 

SUNDAY MORNING 
WORSHIP
Service at 10.30am with 
Junior Church and Crèche

SUNDAYS @ 7
First Sunday of the month at 
7.00pm

Every Sunday 10.30am
The Nora Grace Hall 

Tring Community Church

FRIENDSHIP CLUB
The Ladies Friendship Club 
will meet again at St Martha’s 
on Tuesday afternoon 1 May, 
when there will be a speaker 
from the Canal and River 
Trust.

HOUSE GROUPS 
John and Jennifer’s House 
Group meets again on 
Wednesday afternoon, 2 May, 
at 20 Verney Close. 

6 May 10.00am
John Benson

13 May 10.00am
Communion Service
Revd Rachael Hawkins 

20 May 10.00am
Audrey Cox

27 May 10.00am
John Benson

St Martha’s Methodist Church

TOT SPOT
Tuesdays @ 10.00-11.30am
1, 8, 15, 22 May

BRIGHT HOUR
Tuesday 8 May @ 2.30pm
Speaker Mrs Thelma Fisher 

KNIT & NATTER
Wednesdays @ 7.30pm
2, 9, 16, 23, 30 May

THE MILL COMMUNITY 
CAFÉ
Thursdays @ 11.00-2.00pm
3, 10, 17, 24 May

FRIDAY CLUB
Fridays @ 6.00-7.00pm
4, 11, 18, 25 May

6 May 10.30am
Morning Worship
Revd Andrew Openshaw

13 May 10.30am
Morning Worship
Mr Steve Brehm

20 May 10.30am
Morning Worship
Revd Andrew Openshaw

27 May 10.30am
Morning Worship
Mrs Kate Openshaw

New Mill Baptist Church
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Useful contacts
TRING TEAM PARISH
Team Rector  
(Tring & Puttenham)
Rev Huw Bellis  
2 The Limes, Station Road
01442 822170 or  
07411 483229
huw@tringteamparish.org.uk
(Day off Thursday)

School Chaplaincy
and Team Vicar
(Aldbury, Tring School)
Rev Michelle Grace
Aldbury Vicarage
01442 851200
michelle@tringteamparish.org.uk
mgrace@tringschool.org 
(Day off Friday)

School Chaplaincy
and Team Vicar
(Long Marston, Tring School)
Rev Jane Banister
01442 822170
jane@tringteamparish.org.uk
jbanister@tringschool.org

Associate Priest 
(Wilstone)
Rev Didier Jaquet
didier@tringteamparish.org.uk
(Day off Saturday)

Diocesan Lay Minister
Mike Watkin
01442 890407

Parish Co-ordinators
Roy Hargreaves
01442 823624
roy.hargreaves@btinternet.com
 
Ted Oram
01442 824575
ted@oram-home.net

Church Wardens 
Chris Hoare (Tring) 
01442 822915

Ian Matthews (Tring)
01442 823327

Andy Stephenson (Aldbury)
07548 696965

Annie Eggar (Aldbury)
01442 851854

Christine Rutter (Puttenham)
01296 668337

Ken Martin (Wilstone)
01442 822894

Rev Jane Banister (Long 
Marston)   
01442 822170

Tring Team Administration
Administrator
Trish Dowden
admin@tringteamparish.org.uk

Janet Goodyer
pewsheets@tringteamparish.org.uk

Hall Bookings
Janet Goodyer
01442 824929
jjgoody@ntlworld.com
tringparishhall@hotmail.com

Hall Secretary
Barbara Anscombe
01442 828325
Bandb33@talktalk.net

Safeguarding
Jenny Scholes 01442 825276

ST MARTHA’S  
METHODIST CHURCH 
Minister 
Rev Rachael Hawkins
01442 866324
rachel.hawkins@methodist.org.uk

Senior Steward 
Rosemary Berdinner 
01442 822305

AKEMAN STREET  
BAPTIST CHURCH
Minister 
Rev David Williams
01442 827881

Administrator 
Emma Nash 
01442 827881

CORPUS CHRISTI  
ROMAN CATHOLIC 
CHURCH
Priest 
Father David Burke 
tring@rcdow.org.uk

HIGH STREET  
BAPTIST CHURCH
Minister
Vacancy

Assistant Minister, 
Kevin Rogers
km_rogers@outlook.com

Administration/facilities hire
admin@tringbaptistchurch.co.uk
01442 824054

NEW MILL  
BAPTIST CHURCH
Minister 
Rev Andrew Openshaw
The Manse, Grove Road
01442 825157
minister@newmillbaptist.org.uk

JUSTICE & PEACE GROUP
affiliated to  
Churches Together in Tring
Secretary
Michael Demidecki 
07887 980004
michaeldemidecki@gmail.com
www.justiceandpeacetring.org

OUR CHURCHES ONLINE
www.tringteamparish.org.uk 
www.tringchurchmusic.org.uk 
www.stmarthas-tring.org.uk
www.tringbaptistchurch.co.uk
www.newmillbaptist.org.uk 
www.akemanstreet.org.uk 
www.parish.rcdow.org.uk/tring

 

SOCIAL NETWORKING

 Tring Parish

  @revhuw
 @new_mill 

COMMENT
Editor
Annette Reynolds  
0845 8681333
07968 312161 
comment.magazine@gmail.com

Distribution
David Whiting  
01442 767403 
davidswhiting@aol.com 
Frank Dalton  
01442 822417 
frank@dalton1.force9.co.uk

Treasurer
Chris Hoare 01442 822915 

Advertising
Sue Mayhew
Anno Domini Publishing
0845 8681333

Design
Doug Hewitt
Anno Domini Publishing

Please contact the Treasurer 
if you would like to take a 
subscription to Comment: 
£10.00 for 10 issues each year. 
Contact us if you would like it 
posted.

Articles and photos for the 
next edition should arrive with 
the Editor no later than the 6th 
of the previous month.

ANSWERS ACROSS 
 1. DEUS
4. MONUMENT
8. NAZARETH
9. SEMI
10. BELLS
11. AMENDED
13. SEATED
15. ATTEST
18. WINSOME
20. BALMY 
23. PAUL
24. TRESPASS
25. PHARISEE
26. DUST 

ANSWERS DOWN
2. EVADE
3. STARLIT
4. MEET
5. NEHEMIAH
6. MASON 
7. NUMBERS
10. BUS
12. EDOMITES
14. EPITAPH
16. TRAPPED
17. TRY
19. SOLAR
21. MOSES
22. BEDE 

Crossword puzzle answers
From page 16




