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Summer is almost over; and for 
Comment readers that means an 
issue which includes barbecues on 
warm sunny evenings, garden parties, 
strawberry teas and celebrations of 
wonderful achievements from Tring 
people – but also harvest festivals and 
all the new beginnings that are heralded 
by September: there is news from both 
Bishop Wood and Tring School. The 
nights are drawing in and someone 
has even dared to mention the word 
‘Christmas’ in their article when we have 
barely washed the sand from between 
our toes.

We had lots of positive feedback 
about the wedding photos in the 
summer editions of Comment and 
that gives us a hard act to follow. But 
knowing that many Comment readers 
are people who have lived here a long 

time, I would invite people to let me 
know when they moved to Tring and 
where from (or whether they were born 
here). Write to tell me how many years 
and where you came from and we’ll be 
able to see which Comment readers 
have come the furthest and who lived 

here the longest – 
or shortest! And 
perhaps we can get 
a sense of where 
people are who read 
Comment... How far 
afield? How many 
of you don’t live in 
Tring at all?

Thank you to Pam Russell 
for an article just squeezed in before 
the press date relating to the author V S 
Naipaul. If you have had brief encounters 
at any stage in your life with famous or 
notorious people, please write in and tell 
us about them and that encounter in 400 
words or fewer. Email me at  
comment.magazine@gmail.com or put 
it in the R pigeon hole in the Parish 
Church. 
The Editor

Every time I go into a new Church or 
Chapel there is something familiar about 
it. Sometimes it is the obvious – such 
as the way that the building is laid out 
with pews, altar, pillars; sometimes it is 
the ‘accessories’ such as the posters 
advertising concerts and fundraisers, and 
promoting charities; and sometimes it is 
something completely undefinable and 
indescribable which says that this is a 
building where people worship God. 

For me, it is a very comfortable 
and easy action to walk into a place of 
worship, and although I have not been to 
as many non-Christian places as I would 
have liked to, I am sure there would be 
something familiar there too. I also know 
that for me, it is about going somewhere 
I know and am comfortable, that 
reassures me as well as giving me ideas 
about what we can do in our buildings.

But I know it is not like this for 
everyone. At weddings, and also at 
baptisms and funerals, we have to 
persuade people to come into Church. 
They will wait outside for as long as 
possible, sometimes to finish a cigarette 
or to see the bride, but also because it 
is as if they think that they cannot talk 
or relax or be themselves if they are in 
Church. If one is in Church when nothing 
is going on, and someone comes in for 
a visit, they tend to open the door slowly 
and peer round, as if they are afraid they 

might be interrupting something. It is for 
this reason that many Churches have 
put in glass doors, so that you can see 
what is there, to take away some of the 
nervousness. 

Every time there is a school visit to 
Church and I am waiting by the door, 
I hear the teacher stop the children 
before they come in and give them ‘the 
speech’, which is the one that goes ‘We 
are going into somewhere that is very 
special and we need to be very careful 
and very quiet and behave ourselves’ 
and my heart sinks a little. Interestingly, 
the children themselves tend to react 
much more to how the building is inside, 
and what they find interesting (which in 
St Peter & Paul’s is always the little door 
above the pulpit).

We are fortunate in Tring and the 
villages that we have a plethora of 
Churches and Chapels, and I shall 
always remember someone from our 
congregation who decided that for Lent, 
they would worship in a different one 
each week, as that seemed really to 
shake oneself out of a rut. Some of the 
Churches are open every day, but even 
for those that are not, there are many 
occasions when we can go in, whether 
for coffee mornings or lunches, for 
concerts and quizzes. All these buildings 
need looking after, and there are many 
volunteers who spend time and effort 

doing that, for which 
we are all grateful. 

There are also 
charities that 
dedicate themselves 
to that work, such 
as the Historic 
Churches Trust 
which helps with 
those costs that are too big. 
September 8 sees the fundraising day for 
that charity, when we are asked to bike or 
hike our way round as many Churches as 
possible to raise as much sponsorship as 
we can. It is another advantage of having 
so many Churches in a small area that 
you can do a reasonable number without 
having to cycle up any hills! This year we 
are also setting a challenge of 10. Can 
we get 10 teams going, each with 10 
sponsors, giving £10 each? I urge you all 
to join in with this whether as volunteers 
or sponsors.

Our religious buildings are special – 
as well as being historically and visually 
important: they offer places of calm, of 
acceptance, and if we open them, they 
are used, and people come in, and want 
what is on offer. 

Genesis 28:17 says ‘How awesome 
is this place! This is none other than the 
house of God, and this is the gate of 
heaven’.
Jane Bellis, Tring Team

Editorial

Leader

TRING TEAM TEN 
Sponsored Bike ‘n Hike (‘n run!) 

 

a team of 10 runners 

running 10 kilometres 

visi�ng 10 Tring churches 

each backed by 10 sponsors 

each sponsoring 10 pounds each 

collec�vely raising 1000 pounds 
 

That is £500 for Tring Team Parish and  
£500 for Beds and Herts Historic Churches Trust plus Gi� Aid. 

Would you be one of the runners or find a runner                          
to run on your behalf? 

Will you sponsor one of the runners? 
Contact janet@tringteamparish.org.uk to register or for more info. 
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Please submit your article to the Editor 
by the 6th of the month.

Aim for 400 or 800 words and please 
send a head and shoulders colour photo 

or jpg and any other photos  
in high resolution.

Contact comment.magazine@gmail.com
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Computer & Printer Repairs & Support

Friendly, patient and expert help with all
your computing needs.

barry@childassociates.co.uk

Barry Child
Child Associates
01442 826092
07879 497704
No call out fee in Tring

Plaques for all Occasions
Maintenance Free Stainless Steel

01296 488902

          OIL SERVICE  TYRES
        3D WHEEL ALIGNMENT
     VEHICLE MAINTENANCE
   SPORTS EXHAUSTS 
PERFORMANCE UPGRADES
ALLOY WHEELS TUNING
MOT  TRACK DAY PREP
DRIFT CAR SET-UPS

PERFORMANCE UPGRADES
ALLOY WHEELS
MOT  
DRIFT CAR SET-UPS
3 Quarry Court, Quarry Road,
Pitstone Green Business Park,
Pitstone LU7 9GW 
Opening hours Mon - Fri from 9.00 - 6.00 
Saturdays by appointment

01296 661171 / 07954 302974

BMW M SPECIALIST www.irockperformance.co.uk
Please follow us on Facebook

ALUMINIUM
& STEEL

WELDING!!!

St Kilda’s  
Dental Practice

93 High Street,
Tring, Herts, HP23 4AB

Tel: Tring (01442) 826565

J. P. Norris B.D.S. (Lond)
Miss E. N. Parsons B.D.S. (Lon) 

LDS RCS (Eng)

As usual on such occasions the scene 
at 6.00am on the appointed day for the 
Children’s Society Garden Party was 
gloomy with heavy drizzle dampening the 
spirits. 

It is very hard to remember any 
occasion where we have planned a 
garden party when the weather has 
not played her usual tantalising tricks. 
However, on 16 June 2018 the forecast 
was positive so we were not too 
dismayed by the damp early prospect. 
By 8.00am the rain had stopped, the sun 
was glinting through the clouds and we 
were set fair for a bright and breezy day.

The garden at Greenways was ready 
for guests after a week or so of frenetic 
preparations. This was to be our 21st 
Children’s Society ‘Box Opening and 
Garden Day’ and we were expecting a 
good turnout. 

I think it’s fair to say on all twenty-
one occasions the day has only 
been possible because of the tireless 
assistance of a marvellous team of 
friends (you know who you are – thank 
you all!) who help us set everything up 
and are vital components of the catering 
brigade. 

Marching on its stomach! 
The other great assistance comes from 
the large gazebo we borrow from Mike 
Watkin which seems to act as a kind of 
weather talisman. When we have it, it 
doesn’t rain! 

There was one occasion early in 
our career as garden hosts when we 
had torrential rain all day on the Friday 
and all day on the Saturday and so we 
actually turned the whole house into a 
kind of café with tables and chairs in 
every room including the bedrooms. 
Nora Grace was then our chief raffle 
ticket seller and she set up stall on our 
landing and made sure that no one 
passed without buying a ticket.

Miraculously that year was the only 
time when we have not been able to 
operate in the garden despite the odd bit 
of dampness. 

This year we had the usual stalls 

manned by the usual stalwarts and a 
very steady stream of people throughout 
the morning. Lunch was the busiest we 
have ever had and at the end of the day 
the total raised in the garden was just 
over £1500 – well up on last year.

An indefatigable team of counters
The core activity of counting the contents 
of the boxes carried on throughout the 
morning. We raised just over £2000 
through box contributions. Counting that 
lot requires a lot of nimble fingers and 
clear heads! 

Another fixture on every occasion 
has been the magnificent tombola 
run by Kate Stratford. This was to be 
her swansong year and she has now 
officially retired from tombola duties. 
Thank you for all the fun and games, 
Kate. 

We were also privileged to have the 
regional representative of the Children’s 
Society in the garden: Rachel Brockie 
has been a big supporter of Tring 
activities and made sure we have all the 
necessary help and supplies from the 
Children’s Society resources. 

We are looking at the way we will 
handle box opening and box holder 
support in the coming year. It is a very 
important source of support for the 
Children’s Society and we need to make 
sure we are able to operate effectively 
as the use of cash changes and banks 
evaporate from our high streets. This 
year we were greatly helped by Richard 
Shardlow and his team who dealt with 
the cash banking of the coins on our 
behalf. All the box holders have now 
had their boxes for the coming year 
returned and we will make sure that an 
appropriate event takes place in 2019 

to celebrate their 
support.

The other garden 
party? 
Well, that was in a 
different garden 
and took place 
a couple of weeks 
earlier on 5 June. Prue and I were 
nominated by the Children’s Society 
as long-term fundraisers and area 
organisers to attend the Queen’s Garden 
Party at Buckingham Palace. It was a 
great honour to be asked. 

The gardens are obviously larger and 
beautifully kept; but they don’t grow 
anything like the variety of vegetables 
we do! 

We also received our 25-year service 
certificate from the Society (prior to 
handling the box holders we used to 
organise the house-to-house collection 
throughout Tring). That’s another fund-
raising initiative that no longer happens 
as house-to-house collections seem 
to have gone out of favour in modern 
times. When you count it all up, 
we’ve actually been involved with the 
Children’s Society for some forty years!

An English country garden…
Garden parties seem to be a particularly 
English invention and an integral part 
of the season that has not quite been 
swept away by barbecue fever! It is a 
gentle style of event allowing plenty of 
time and space for relaxed conversation. 
Nothing much happens, really; it’s all 
a bit understated, but it seems to suit 
our national character. As with all such 
enterprises, the greatest yield is not the 
cash alone but the tremendous amount 
of friendship and good companionship 
that is generated on such occasions. 

It seems an important part of the 
‘glue’ that holds our communities 
together. Long may such days flourish in 
Tring.
Prue & Grahame Senior
St Peter & St Paul

A tale of two garden parties



when I was incapacitated, Wendy and a 
group of parishioners ran the parish. It 
was no mean feat to ensure that three 
masses were celebrated each weekend 
but Wendy found the priests from 
somewhere. She also provided services 
of the Word and Holy Communion on 
weekdays.

In 2007 Wendy was nominated one 
of the Catholic Women of the Year, and 
deservedly so. Each year Tring Town 
Council makes an award to someone 
who has made a major contribution as 
a volunteer to the life of the town and in 
2014 the award was given to Wendy.

During the past forty years, Wendy 
has contributed so much to the life of 
the parish and to the local community. 
It is only poor health that has made it 
necessary for her to withdraw from many 
of the activities that she loved so much. 

It was for this reason that on behalf of 
the parish I asked that the Diocese of 
Westminster confer an award upon her 

which Cardinal Nichols was happy to do.
Canon Vincent Berry
retired priest of Corpus Christi

76

Trust in God

A huge contribution to the life of Tring
I first met Wendy Hinds 
over thirty years ago 
and we have been 
friends ever since – 
one of Wendy’s great 
gifts is her ability 
to make friends 
wherever she goes! 
Wendy has a great 

love for the parish of Corpus 
Christi and truly enjoyed all the activities 
she was involved in, which were many! 
A tea party was arranged for Wendy on 
Saturday 23 June this year where, apart 
from the social occasion, the raison 
d’etre was to present Wendy with a 
Diocesan Medal in recognition of her 
long service to our parish, which Canon 
Berry had organised for her.

It was a beautiful afternoon and 
I think Wendy enjoyed meeting her 
friends from all the churches, and on 
receiving the medal I think she was quite 
overcome and almost speechless, but 
gave a gracious thank you to the Canon 
and all who helped with the preparation 
of the afternoon.
Tricia Apps, Corpus Christi

Wendy Hinds and 
her non-Catholic but 
supportive husband, 
David, came to live in 
Tring in 1975. They 
have three sons and 
four grandchildren. 
For over forty years 
Wendy has been 

involved in the life of Corpus 
Christi parish.

Her work in the parish has been 
quite extensive. She was a reader at 
mass. As a Eucharistic minister, she 
took Holy Communion to the sick and 
housebound, to local hospitals and to 
local hospices. She taught younger 
children how to serve mass. She was an 

excellent sacristan to four parish priests. 
Father Tony Potter appointed her 

as his pastoral assistant until recently 
when her health broke down. She 
devoted many hours each week to this 
task and was a point of contact when 
the parish priest was not available. 
She fulfilled an extended role as a 
catechist, providing instruction and 
preparation for parents who wished 
their children to be baptised, instruction 
for young people preparing for the 
sacrament of confirmation, to children 
preparing for first confession and first 
holy communion, and preparing young 
couples for the sacrament of matrimony. 
She also provided support for bereaved 
families and helped them prepare for the 
family funeral.

Wendy provided voluntary help 
in local state schools in Tring, in the 
Catholic primary school in Berkhamsted 
and secondary school in Hemel 
Hempstead. She also supported St 
Francis de Sales Convent School in 
Tring until it closed in AD 2000. Through 
her contact with the children in school, 
she and others formed a junior choir in 
Church.

She provided a very important 
contribution to the ecumenical life of all 
the churches and chapels in Tring by 
her membership of Churches Together 

in Tring as principal representative of 
Corpus Christi Parish. She formed 
a powerful bond with the clergy and 
laypeople of the different Churches. 

Father Tony Potter was parish 
priest of Tring for ten years. He had 
previously been parish priest of St 
James, Twickenham, but resigned when 
he developed cancer. The cancer went 
into remission which enabled him to 
do supply work and then for ten years 
served as parish priest of Tring. He 
learnt to value the support and advice 
of Wendy. In his last year the cancer 
returned and when he was no longer 
able to serve as parish priest, Wendy 
took him into her own home and, with 
the assistance of one of her sons who 
was training to be a nurse, looked after 
him until he died. 

There was a gap of several months 
when Wendy searched the diocese 
and beyond to provide priests to 
celebrate the Sunday masses. Canon 
Des Sheehan was only parish priest for 
several months when he too developed 
cancer. There was an interregnum for 
two years before I was appointed. I 
expressed the hope that with me it 
would be third time lucky. However, I too 
developed cancer in 2010; eight years 
later, I am still here. 

During the interregnum and again 

After attending a 
church members’ 
meeting and listening 
to a discussion 
about rededicating 
one’s life to God by 
immersion in water 
or anointing with 
oil, I thought about 

the time I was fully baptised and 
the reason for doing it.

I thought washing away my old life 
and starting a new one would make me 
feel better with God. Now I realise it 
should have been about giving my life to 
God and trusting him with my future.

I lived in Essex with my husband and 
three grown-up children. I was going 
through a pretty rough time. My marriage 
broke down and ended in divorce, and 
at that same time, my dear mum died. 
Eventually I moved to Tring with a new 

partner; we married and spent twenty-
nine years together.

During this time, through all the 
ups and downs of life, Christian friends 
from High Street Baptist Church have 
supported me. The past few years 
have been a test to my faith. Two close 
friends died, also my sister, my son and 
my husband. You may ask, how do you 
get through something like that?

The answer is, by starting each day 
with God, and having the support from 
my daughters, and a church family. 
Having given this a lot of thought, it’s 
made me realise I would like to witness 
again by being anointed with oil, and by 
rededication to God – accepting his Holy 
Spirit into my heart and trusting him with 
my life.
Betty Harris
High Street Baptist Church 

A normal 
person in 
the world
I always enjoy reading Comment 
magazine but was particularly 
interested in the article by the Revd 
Helen Patten, submitted by the late 
Mr A C Wood, as I was at school with 
her and have maintained contact 
with her over the years. She is a truly 
remarkable person with many talents, 
and has been a trail blazer for so 
many people.
Jenny Revel, St Peter & St Paul
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Songs of praise
Singing is very much a part of worship 
in our church community at St John the 
Baptist in Aldbury, so what better way to 
celebrate our Patronal Festival (basically 
St John the Baptist’s Day) with a good 
old singalong?

Being a democratic bunch, 
churchgoers chose hymns and worship 
songs with a fair vote. Well, quite a fair 
vote. I’m sure no one actually added 
extra ticks in the hope they got their 
favourite choice picked.

One hymn which was never in doubt 

for the playlist was ‘Eternal Father, 
Strong to Save’, often known as ‘For 
Those in Peril on the Sea’ which we 
sang in tribute to two former seafaring 
members of our community who died 
this year.

The Festival Choir, assembled and 
conducted by Dr Caroline Ellwood, 
proved a wonderful backing to the 
congregation’s own efforts and, with 
their help, our Songs of Praise raised the 
rafters which have luckily recently been 
dusted by helpful volunteers with long 

ladders and a head for heights.
As has become our tradition the 

service was followed by a BBQ in the 
vicarage garden. This year we were 
blessed with glorious warm sunshine.

From tiny babies to those who 
have celebrated many, many patronal 
celebrations, the event proved a big 
success and, as always, provided an 
opportunity to worship and socialise with 
friends old and new.
Afra Willmore
St John the Baptist, Aldbury

Parish registers
Baptisms
We welcome these children into our 
church family and pray for their parents 
and Godparents.

William Mclaren
Antony Brian Chattwell
Alfred Anthony Barker
George Stanley

Weddings
We offer our congratulations and prayers 
to these couples as they begin their 
married lives together.

Will Lambie & Zenelle Oosthuizen
Tom Smith & Sarah Young
Nicholas Gibbs & Holly Marshall-
Clarke

Funerals
We thank God for the lives of the 
departed and pray for comfort for those 
who mourn.

William George Mayell, 94
Alfred Clive Wood, 86
Louisa Rose Hearn, 91
Stanley Kane, 89
Gill Shanks, 82
Ivor Lindsay Yates, 70
Margaret Sane, 89
Doreen Capel, 81
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Join us as a 
Resident For The Day on 

Thursday 20th September 
11.00am - 4.00pm.

Please call 01923 381120 
to book your place.

CHORLEYWOOD

Sunrise’s dedicated team is devoted to ensuring 

that individual care needs are catered for. From 

assisted living and nursing, to dementia care – 

we have everything covered. 

The bespoke care programmes and state-of-

the-art facilities at Sunrise of Chorleywood 

allow residents to continue to lead fulfilling, 

independent lives, all in the comfort and security 

of a supportive and compassionate environment. 

A home that feels just like their own.

Quality Care. 
Quality Life.

Sunrise of Chorleywood 
High View, Chorleywood, 

Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire 
WD3 5TQ

SunriseChorleywood.co.uk
01923 381120
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The church - a friend to all End of a 
New Mill 
era 

Friendship within 
the community
Throughout school, 
because my dad 
is the Rector of 
the Tring Team, I 
have often been 
asked, ‘Do you 
live in Church?’ 

Despite not living in the Emmie 
Hobbs room with a secret staircase (as 
one friend had believed) I have always 
felt at home in St Peter & St Paul’s. I 
have never once felt out of place or as if I 
did not belong here and so much of that 
is down to the community here and the 
friendship within the community. 

To a lot of people my age, church 
appears as a strange, alien thing with 
ancient traditions; but I think of church 
as an incredibly loving community that 
I am so fortunate to be a part of. I hope 
that I am able to learn to be just half as 
welcoming and kind as this community. 
There is so much friendship to be found 
here in all aspects of church life: from 
the regular services, the town events of 
which we are a part, or the insanity of 
Youth Café. 

I will continue to value the friendship 
here that makes me feel so at home. 
Eliza Bellis, St Peter & St Paul

A friend to the 
town 
This building of St 
Peter & St Paul’s 
is a perfect fit for 
the size of Tring – 
and it is a superb 
backdrop for 
events that enable 

the church to be a friend to the 
town. When we held a service to mark 
the 100th anniversary of the Tring War 
Memorial at the end of June, there were 
many of us, running around, planning 
different sections of the day. ‘Who will 
come?’ ‘Will ANYONE come?’ ‘Will the 
bugler turn up?’

Meanwhile, this building stands calm 
and cool and ready to be a good friend 
to the town. Three hundred people 
arrived for the service and it almost feels 
as if the building takes a deep breath 
and says, ‘That’s fine, still plenty of 
room’, and it still remains calm and cool 
and lives out its role – AGAIN – to be a 
good friend to the town.
Vivianne Child, St Peter & St Paul 

Lifetime friendship
I have grown up in 
this church, it’s like a 
second home  
I know that at any 
time I’ll always be 
welcome

There are people 
and faces I have 

always known  
They’ve offered support and love as I 
have grown

As a child I played with my friends in the 
pews  
Now we have our own children and they 
play here too

When I was a teen I found life confusing  
And I’m sure, for many, my outbursts 
were amusing

But here in this church I was always 
accepted  
I never felt judged but rather respected

I grew further still and soon became a 
wife  
And many of you heard my promise for 
life

Now, as you will know, I am a mother  
And church is a great place to come to 
recover

From my parents and siblings, a visit is 
now rare  
But you still ask about them and show 
you still care

They are my family but so are you 
You are all my family and I love you too.

Pippa Wright, St Peter & St Paul

Andrew and Kate Openshaw and 
their family finally left Tring in August 
for their new adventure in Frinton-
on-Sea. Their farewell tea was well 
attended by many friends, members 
of all the churches in Tring, who have 
enjoyed working with them over the 
last seven years.

‘Kate and Andrew have breathed 
new life into New Mill and, during 
their time with us have transformed 
the church,’ said Joanne Webber. 
‘What is so special about them is 
their ability to talk to anyone, on any 
level, and to make that person feel 
appreciated.’

We will all miss them – but 
perhaps they might be persuaded 
to keep in touch via the odd 
Postcard from Frinton published in 
Comment…
Annette Reynolds
St Peter & St Paul
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We are Winners!

Beechwood Fine Foods 
in Tring have been
voted ‘Retail Hero’ 
in the inaugural
Dacorum Business
Heroes Awards. 

   

Visit us today to find 
out why! 

• Loose covers
• Curtains

• Re-Upholstery
• Tracks & Poles

For personal, helpful service,  
please call

Tel: 01844 261769
Mob: 07802 213381

grahamblake123@btconnect.com
www.grahamblake.com

TEN YEAR GUARANTEE

TRING CHARITIES
(Registered Charity No 207805)

ALMSHOUSES IN TRING
From time to time, one and two-bedroom 

bungalows become available to let, for 
people who currently live in Aldbury, Long 
Marston, Marsworth, Pitstone, Puttenham, 

Tring, Wigginton or Wilstone. 
Applicants, one of whom must be aged 55 
or over, must not own their own home or 

have savings in excess of £16,000. 
The average weekly maintenance 

contribution (equivalent to ‘rent’ for housing 
benefit purposes) is £96 for a one bedroom 

property and £115 for a two bedroom 
property. 

If you would like to be considered for the 
Waiting List, please telephone Elaine Winter, 

Secretary to the Trustees, on  
01442 827913 (weekday office hours only), 

for an application form or email  
info@tringcharities.co.uk

New Mill’s unmarked grave…
This is the year we will remember the 
brave and the fallen with 100 year 
commemorations of the First World War. 
We can never do too much to honour 
the men and women who enlisted, 
fought, died and survived in horrific 
circumstances to protect their country 
and our future.

In Tring we see and read the 
legacies of those who lived in and 
around the town, saddened by their 
shortened lives. If you look closely at 
the names on the Tring War Memorial 
you will spot amongst the many, Private 
Charles Miller, died 17 August 1916. 
In November 2016 my husband, his 
sister and I visited the war grave of 
one of their relatives who was killed at 
the Battle of Passchendaele in Ypres. 
The grave was well tended along with 
thousands of others in the 
Poelcappelle cemetery; 
a couple of plants were 
ready to bloom in the 
spring and his name and 
rank were carved into the 
simple white stone. After 
the war Private William 
Westwater’s parents were 
in an economic position to 
visit the early gravestone 
themselves and pay for 
the carved tribute. Steve, 
Yvonne and I were amazed 
how we could track down 
the details of the 24-year-
old in the Ypres museum 
and at Tyne Cot. 

When local historian 
Ian Petticrew decided to follow the Tring 
War Memorial names to their own burial 
sites, he was presented with a mystery. 
There were no War Office records 
for the site of Private Charles Miller’s 
gravestone. In fact, his final resting place 
was tracked down by Ian to a peaceful 
site beneath the shade of a tree in the 
New Mill Baptist Church cemetery. The 
burial record held by the Church states 
that his unmarked grave is in the South 
Plot, grave ref. No. 5 Tier J.

Charles Miller signed up as a 
reservist with the Ox & Bucks Light 
Infantry at Aylesbury on 25 March 1913. 
With the Great War just talk at the time, 
Private Miller seems to have wanted 
an army career. By August 1914 his 
regiment arrived on the Western Front 
as part of the 5th Infantry Brigade, 2nd 
Division, which was one of the first 

divisions of the British Expeditionary 
Force to arrive in France.

The battalion took part in the first 
British battle of the war at Mons. On 
the 23 August 1914 the British stopped 
the advancing German forces. The 2nd 
Ox and Bucks later took part in all of 
the subsidiary battles of the First Battle 
of Ypres (19 October – 22 November) 
which saw the old Regular Army sustain 
some 54,000 casualties. In the First 
Battle of Ypres, the 2nd Ox and Bucks’ 
first engagement with the enemy was 
on 20 October in an attack on the 
Passchendaele ridge.

On 31 October 1914 the Germans 
launched a large scale attack against I 
Corps in the area of Ypres. This started 
with a heavy bombardment followed by 
a mass infantry attack – two companies 

of the 2nd Ox and Bucks took part in 
the defence and subsequent counter-
attack, which forced the enemy back to 
their front line. On 11 November 1914, 
the Germans made another attempt to 
capture Ypres using the elite Prussian 
Guard. The 2nd Battalion counter-
attacked at Nonne Bosschen Wood 
preventing their advance.

The battles were bloody and muddy 
in foul, cold, wet weather turning to 
snow and night frosts. Time away from 
battle was spent in in trenches half full of 
freezing water.

Private Miller contracted rheumatic 
fever after this period of the 2nd 
Battalion’s engagements in 1914. His 
medical disability record dated 11.11.14 
Ypres states, ‘Man says he got wet from 
exposure. Rheumatic fever followed and 
heart affection supervened. Ankle and 

knee joints swollen and painful. Man 
walks lame and there is aortic disease of 
the heart.’ 

He was discharged on 5 October 
1915 and died ten months later. The 
Parish Magazine, September 1916, 
acknowledged that his death was due to 
the rheumatic fever and that ‘He did his 
bit cheerfully and bravely. May he rest in 
peace.’

In fact, his death certificate recorded 
that he died from tuberculosis and this 
prevented him from having a military 
burial, because it was a different 
medical condition from the one that 
caused his discharge (whether there 
was a misdiagnosis by the local GP or 
the RAMC doctor will remain an open 
question). However, the citizens of Tring 
ensured that his name appeared on the 

Tring War Memorial and the 
Church Roll of Honour but 
otherwise he was laid to 
rest in an unmarked grave 
in New Mill.

Charles Miller was 
the second eldest of four 
sons born to John and 
Sophia who also had 
three daughters, Elizabeth, 
Beatrice and Nelly. They 
lived at 21 Wingrave Road, 
Tring, and at the time of 
his death, Charles was 
resident in Brook Street. 

It seems fitting to 
finally recognise Private 
Miller’s grave with all due 
honour and respect. The 

New Mill Baptist Church members and 
the community have arranged for a 
simple oak cross to be made and the 
grave cleared for a simple ceremony 
on Armistice Day in November. All are 
invited to the service when we shall 
remember him.

A fitting plaque will be fixed to the 
cross with the words: 

CHARLES MILLER
‘Private, 2nd Ox & Bucks Light 

Infantry’
Died 17th August 1916, aged 25

Lest we forget …
If you know of anyone related to Charles 
Miller, we would love to hear from you 
and value any ideas you may have for 
this commemoration.
Julie Harris and Ian Petticrew



14 15

What’s happening at Tring School?
The original buildings 
on the current Tring 
School site were 
opened in 1955 
when there were just 
250 or so children 
on role. Over the 
years blocks (of 
varying quality) 

have been added in a somewhat 
haphazard manner as the number of 
children attending school grew and grew. 
There are now over 1500 students at 
Tring School (which is brilliant) but it has 
led to the buildings no longer really being 
fit for purpose in terms of both design 
and quality. 

Rebuilding
In 2015 the Government agreed with us 
and allocated over £20m to effectively 
build a new school. By the time you 
are reading this we will have started 
the procurement process, shortlisting 
two ‘design and build’ construction 
companies. Detailed planning and 
negotiations will then lead to the 
preferred supplier being selected at the 
end of 2018.

Minimal disruption
Timings of the next stages of the 
development are still to be finalized. The 
construction companies involved in the 
tender are used to working with schools 
and understand the critical importance 
of minimising noise, managing traffic, 
site safety etc. As such, disruption to 
the normal business of the school will be 
kept to an absolute minimum. 

The Desborough Hall, Beloe block 
and swimming pool are being retained 
but everything else will be replaced with 

a new three storey construction set 
further back from Mortimer Hill. This will 
also include a brand new sports hall.

Swimming pool refurbishment
The refurbishment of the Tring swimming 
pool started in August and it will remain 
closed until the new year. 

Dacorum Borough Council will invest 
over £1.1million for the majority of the 
refurbishment, though the Ridgeway 
Learning Partnership is paying 40% of 
the costs involved with the pool room. 
This is a commitment made by the Trust 
in the interests of working in partnership 
with Dacorum and our taking over the 
management of the facilities in early 
2019.

The swimming pool re-opening is 
scheduled for January 2019. The sports 
hall and the artificial turf pitch will remain 
open throughout. 

Leisure management 
Soon after the refurbishment of the 
swimming pool and related facilities 
is complete, the school (Ridgeway 

Learning Partnership, RLP) will take over 
the management of all onsite leisure 
facilities. RLP is our multi academy trust 
which is legally responsible for Tring 
School and Grove Road Primary School. 
The school usage will continue during 
the day, and community use will be 
promoted as much as possible outside of 
term time and the school day. We believe 
that the refurbished facilities will be far 
more attractive and welcoming to the 
public and we are really looking forward 
to growing the business.

We will be commencing the 
construction of a new 4-court sports 
hall in 2019, with a planned opening in 
2020. The school, with the incredibly 
generous support of David Evans MBE, 
entrepreneur and philanthropist, has put 
additional funding into the sports hall in 
order increase the size and make it Sport 
England compliant.

 Badminton, netball, basketball, 5-a-
side football and futsal will all be readily 
accommodated. All of these facilities will 
be available for hire during the evenings 
and school holidays. 

The entity which runs the business 
will have charitable status which means 
that all of the surplus generated from 
the business will be re-invested in Tring 
School and other schools in the multi 
academy trust. This is a fantastic (and 
possibly unique) model that brings huge 
benefits to the children of Tring and the 
surrounding villages, as well as providing 
a modern and well managed facility for 
the community.

Exciting times ahead for the School, 
the Trust and the whole town and 
community of Tring!
Rod Gibberd, Business Director 
Chief Operating Officer of the 
Ridgeway Learning Partnership

Wow!! In May we experienced our very 
first Orkney Folk Festival. I have great 
difficulty in explaining the Exhilarating, 
Exhausting, Wonderful, Joyful experience 
we had, with two concerts per day for 
four days, each lasting about three hours 
and each evening performance ending at 
around 1.30am meaning getting to bed 
at 2.30am. 

Then the summer arrived! Hurrah! 
We had never experienced an Orcadian 
Summer in all the six years we visited 
Orkney, so everything was new. We had 
our first BBQ and had weeks of glorious 
sunshine. The minor downside was that 
it never got really dark. At 1.30am it was 
light enough to play croquet and the 
sky still had the remnants of the sunset. 
Sunrise was 3.58. 

I bought another boat for seafishing. 
It requires a paint job and thorough 
engine overhaul but next year... with 
the best Sea Trout fishing in Orkney 
outside our front window, how could I 
resist? The boat was originally called 
‘Nemesis’. This is NOT a name I want 
on a seagoing boat so we renamed her 
‘Peedie Smidge’ (Little Smidge) after 
our very pretty niece, Imogen. Well, I 
was informed that a trailer had been 
borrowed and the boat was now waiting 
my collection from Houghton Ferry, ‘only 
the trailer is suspect so don’t go over 

25mph. And if the wheel comes off, 
don’t worry, we have another’. Carrie 
and I went to collect it. The trailer was 
rough but we hitched it up, all 1 ton of 
boat plus trailer, and off we set, up the 
hill out of Houghton. Unfortunately we 
had to stop for roadworks at the top: 
that’s when the hitch jumped and broke 
loose. She started to roll back down 
the hill, swerving to the left and ending 
up hanging over a 10-foot drop above 
a parked car and bungalow; one wheel 
on the road, one wheel over the edge 
and the hitch sticking out into the road 
waiting to be clipped by a passing car to 
send it over the top. PANIC!! 

Fortunately, my neighbour and farmer 
Gary very kindly took his big tractor 
down to our stranded and abandoned 
Smidge, hauled her back out and up the 
hill where she was reunited with our car 
and the errant trailer, to be slowly towed 
to her mooring on blocks in the garden. 
I was not entirely in Carrie’s good books 
for a while…

Two of my drawings were exhibited 
for the very first time at the Art-for-Art’s-
Sake Gallery: jolly excited and chuffed. 
Our lovely visitors are still coming to see 
why on earth we have moved here and 
without exception they all have said, ‘We 
now understand’.

We attended a ‘Seaweed Festival’ 
on the island of Hoy. Weird? Well, we 
thought so until we went. Seaweed 
soup, seaweed chocolate, seaweed 
flavours of all kinds culminating with a 
superb crispy seaweed marinaded in 
Maple Syrup. Although it went on all day 
with workshops in culinary skills and 
seaweed art, we attended the evening 
sessions accompanied by talks from A 
Professional Forager to a Slo-Mo film on 
the life of Limpets (which was hilarious).

Enormous cruise ships (5000 
Passengers/2000 Crew) are now a 

regular sight in Kirkwall, flowers are 
blooming, especially fabulous large wind 
resistant poppies, and the weather is 
warm. 

The Culture in Orkney continued with 
a couple of Oscar Wilde screenings. 
This is where you go to the cinema 
and watch a LIVE performance on a 
London stage in real time. You see the 
audience coming in and milling about, 
but when the performance begins it is 
just like being in the theatre. There are 
six cameras operating, causing one to 
forget about the cinema. So far two live 
Ballets, Two live Operas and two Oscar 
Wilde screenings. We went to our first 
Orcadian parties: one of which was a live 
trad session in one shed which I joined 
with my bodhran. 

Annette and Jon visited us in July, 
as promised; it was so lovely. We picked 
them up from the airport and as soon as 
we arrived home, I offered Jon a small 
libation which he gratefully accepted but 
had to avail himself of the bathroom first. 
Then the worst thing possible happened 
– Jon could not get out! The door catch 
had somehow broken at that precise 
moment with Jon on the inside and 
the whisky on the outside. Emergency 
measures were brought into action. I ran 
round the outside and passed it through 
the window. We tried everything from 
credit cards to taking handles off. I was 
just about to pass bedding through the 
window when a good hard shove did 
the trick. After such a trauma one can 
only do one thing: have another whisky. 
We had the most enjoyable visitors in 
Annette and Jon and were rather sad to 
see them go. 

One last special note, Thank You, 
Thank You, Thank You for the welcome 
back to St Peter & St Paul’s and we are 
amazed at all the people who read about 
our new home. Next time I write I expect 
we will be heading towards Christmas. 
Mac Dodge
St Mary the Virgin, Stromness
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Outstanding care provided for you 
in the comfort and privacy of your 
own home by caring, kind and 
compassionate staff who are 
handpicked for their commitment 
and passion for excellent care. 
Safety, kindness and gentleness 
are our core values.

With a fast-growing reputation for 
excellence in service delivery, we 
are your trusted local provider of 
home care. We are independent, 
family owned and managed.

To talk to us about your care requirements, 
or if you would like to work for us, please call:
Helen Yates RGN on 01442 843064 
or email admin@yourownhomecare.co.uk

Being Disciples: Essentials of the Christian life

Thank you, Miss Naipaul

On a sultry evening in July, a dozen 
members of the Book Group had an 
animated – but always amicable – 
discussion on living as a Christian. We 
explored, for example, what forgiveness 
really means, and whether it differs 
from reconciliation (we thought it does). 
These reflections were prompted by 
a short book by Rowan Williams, who 
was Archbishop of Canterbury for ten 
years until 2012 and is now an academic 
theologian at Cambridge. The book is 
derived from six talks given by Williams, 
and is very practical and accessible; it is 
a contrast to some of his books which 
have been erudite but quite challenging 
to absorb.

Each chapter starts with quite 
a lengthy Bible extract, generally a 
fairly familiar passage (for example, 
1 Corinthians 12, about us all being 
equal members of one body) and then 
expounds a topic (in this example, ‘Faith 
in Society’) in a very down-to-earth 
manner. So, on holiness ‘…it’s not an 
extra special kind of goodness… it’s 
about being involved in the world’; and 
‘A holy person is not afraid to be at the 
tough points in the centre of what it’s like 
to be a human being; someone who, in 
the middle of all that, actually makes you 
see things and people afresh.’ Equally 
being spiritual is not ‘exotic and exciting’ 
but rather ‘love, joy, peace, patience… 
bog-standard human goodness.’ 

We explored in some depth what 
forgiveness really means. Some felt 

that, to be able to forgive, we first 
need to accept that we are forgiven, 
accepted and loved by God as we are. 
Some of us were troubled by a strand 
of self-abnegation within the church, 

perhaps associated with the Book of 
Common Prayer. We wondered whether 
forgiveness differs from reconciliation; 
we thought it does, that you can forgive 
a wrong even if the person hurting you 
does not accept that they have wronged 
you, let alone regrets it or apologises. 
Forgiveness is about putting right the 
attitude and feelings of the person who 
has been wronged.

Williams’ final chapter, on Life in 

the Spirit, lists four 
ingredients: Self-
knowledge – ‘looking 
at how I’m thinking 
and feeling with 
a little distance’; 
Stillness, about 
not ‘always being 
utterly driven, 
compelled in everything I do, in 
such a way that I cannot stop and listen’; 
Growth, the expectation and openness 
to being stretched, at whatever stage 
I am in life or as a Christian; and Joy, 
an overflow, superabundance, ‘rivers 
of living water’. We’d recommend this 
little book as an accessible and inspiring 
read; there’s a copy in Herts library so 
you don’t have to buy it.

We don’t all have the same reaction 
to the books that we read in Book 
Group, or to the different themes in 
them; one of the valuable aspects of 
this group is the way we can gain from 
differing perspectives. Some of us have 
more to say than others – that happens 
in groups – but we try hard to listen to 
and to respect what others choose to 
share. 

The group is meeting again on 
Sunday 23 September (at 6.45pm) 
to share our thoughts on ‘Another 
Bloody Retreat’ by Simon Parke. All are 
welcome to join us; we sometimes even 
have fun together.
John Whiteman, St Peter & St Paul

When I was at 
secondary school, a 
new teacher arrived. 
She was from 
Trinidad of Indian 
descent and always 
wore a sari. Miss 
Naipaul was slim, 

elegant and glided 
across the hall wooden floor.

Miss Naipaul was our geography 
teacher, and really found it difficult to 
stay with her subject as she was very 
homesick, and it was very easy to get 
her talking about her homeland in the 
grey winter of 1958. 

We also often asked her how she 
put on her sari: ‘Please show us, Miss 

Naipaul’. She would not do this, as it 
meant taking it off, so we understood 
why she refused.

One day Miss Naipaul floated across 
the hall floor: I am sure her feet did not 

touch the ground, and her pretty head 
was held high, with a huge smile. She 
came into our classroom and could 
not contain herself. Many of you have 
recognised the name Naipaul, and yes, 
she was the sister of V S Naipaul, the 
author, who died in August. She was so 
proud that her brother had won the John 
Llewellyn Rhys Prize for ‘The Mystic 
Masseur’. It was to be the first of many 
Literary Prizes.

This was our chance: ‘Please show 
us how to wear a sari’, and this time, 
she did.

Maybe I can tell you next time just 
what Miss Naipaul showed us. It was 
magic. Thank you, Miss Naipaul.
Pam Russell, St Peter & St Paul
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Does God speak to us?

Wanted

I am sceptical of 
people who say, ‘God 
told me to do x,’ or 
‘God said to me y’: 
but that does not 
mean God did not 
or does not speak 
directly to people. 
We are told that 

God did speak directly to the 
prophet Samuel in the temple at Shiloh. 
I don’t have a problem with the idea that 
God might speak more directly to certain 
people at certain times. But I think that 
God still speaks somewhat indirectly to 
us, if we would but listen.

About thirty-five years ago Rabbi 
Alan Plancey told a class of pupils 
this joke when I took them to visit his 
synagogue in Borehamwood. (This was 
before the National Lottery started again 
in Britain.) Mani is short of money and 
he puts his hope in the Israeli National 
Lottery. An hour before the Lottery draw, 
Mani prays hard to God for a win. He 
fails. The following week he does the 
same, with the same result. He does the 
same for the following ten weeks. On the 
final week, he prays an especially long 
prayer lasting about an hour and at the 
end a voice comes from heaven saying, 
‘Give me a chance Mani: buy a ticket!’

The point the Rabbi was making was 
that by reading the Scriptures we have a 
chance of hearing what God has to say 
– but only if we read them. This is the 
obvious way in which we can hear the 
voice of God, by reading the Bible. The 
Bible is called God’s Word for a reason. 
I don’t think that means that every word 
is ‘dictated’ by God, but that by reading 
the Bible prayerfully and intelligently we 
may hear what God has to say.

Sometimes we hear what God has to 
say if we pray. Do you know someone 
who does not pause or listen when they 
talk to you? Do you feel that rather than 
talking with the person, you have been 
talked at? I heard a Welsh minister tell 
a story against himself once regarding 
prayer. He was working hard in his study 
when his six-year-old son came in. 
‘What do you want?’ the Minster said. 
The child replied, ‘I don’t want anything. 
I just want to be with you.’ We cannot 
expect to hear God if we do not wait in 
silence, just being with God rather than 
talking at God. Silence before God is 
part of prayer. Maybe we will hear him 
say, ‘Why don’t you help your friend?’ 

‘Why don’t you help that stranger?’ 
‘Why don’t you stop moaning about 
something not being done and do it?’

God can also speak to us when we 
take Communion. Different Christians 
have different views about what happens 
at Communion. I think we come 
together to remember Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. Frank Mercurio, former 
Rector in the Tring Team, thought that 
our Lord is really physically present in 
the bread and wine. Frank could well 
be right. I know that at Communion 
I sometimes believe that I am closer 
to God, that I am hearing God’s 
message to me. Perhaps it is because 
I am remembering Christ’s death and 
resurrection; perhaps it is because of 
the mystical presence of Christ in the 
elements. God speaks to us then in the 
quiet.

God speaks to us through the natural 
world. I know I feel the presence of God 
more closely on the top of Ivinghoe 
Beacon than I do on the Northern Line 
on a weekday morning (although I do 
often see people reading the Bible, the 
Qur’an or the Talmud on the Tube and all 
of those help me think of God). George 
Fox, the founder of the Quakers, did not 
think much of the Church of England in 
his day. He often felt that his Sunday 
was better spent taking his Bible into an 
orchard or a field and reading, thinking 
and praying. 

St Paul says in Romans chapter 1: 
‘For what can be known about God is 
plain to them, because God has shown 
it to them. Ever since the creation of 
the world his eternal power and divine 
nature, invisible though they are, have 
been understood and seen through the 
things he has made.’ Annette and I were 
in the French Alps in the Spring and that 
certainly spoke to us of God’s grandeur. 
The natural world speaks to us of God, 
just as a painting shows us something of 
the artist who constructed it. The more I 
read in astronomy, the more I think how 
wonderful God is.

God speaks to us through our 
conscience, too. We know instinctively 
that something is wrong, and we feel 
compelled to act upon our feelings.

God speaks to us supremely through 
Jesus. The author of the book in the 
New Testament called Hebrews wrote: 
‘Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in 
many and various ways by the prophets, 
but in these last days he has spoken to 

us by a Son.’ God is Christ-like and in 
God there is no un-Christlikeness at all. 
You could almost say Jesus is God’s 
advert and shows us what God wants.

We need to be careful, though, when 
we think God is talking to us. People 
who think God is talking to them can be 
very powerful, like Martin Luther King; 
but they can also be very dangerous. 
It is possible to mishear God speaking 
indirectly, just as the child Samuel 
misheard God speaking directly. If we 
think God is telling us to do something 
Jesus would not do, we are deceiving 
ourselves. If we find something in the 
Bible which seems to propose the 
opposite of what Jesus (as shown in 
the Gospels) would do, trust the Gospel 
account.

Sometimes, perhaps rarely(!), God 
can speak to us through sermons or the 
hymns we sing in Church: another good 
reason to be in Church on a Sunday.
Jon Reynolds, Tring Team 

A taste of future things… in the Tring Team

100 years of Quakers in Berkhamsted

Hi all! I hope you don’t 
mind me introducing 
myself. I’ll be the 
new curate in the 
Tring Team from July 
2019. I realise this 
note comes quite 
far in advance of 

this date; however, 
the placement has been formally 

confirmed by the Diocese, so I couldn’t 
resist jumping in with an introduction.

A bit about me: I’m married to Chris 
and we have two boys, Samuel, who’s 
8 and Noah, who’s 5. We live in London 
Colney and are keen Watford FC fans. 
We love to sail (when we get a chance), 
enjoy a good BBQ and just generally 
love hanging out as a family.

For the last twenty years I’ve 
worked full time as an HR Manager for 
recruitment and telecoms companies. 
I will be leaving this all behind to come 
and work with you as a full-time curate 
in the Tring Benefice – a prospect which 
I am very excited about!

After meeting with the Parish Team 

and hearing about all the great work 
you’re doing in Tring, Long Marston, 
Wilstone, Puttenham, Aldbury and the 
surrounding areas, it was very easy to 
come to a decision about the curacy. 
I’m really looking forward to meeting you 
all and understanding more about your 
wonderful community. No doubt I will be 

along to a few services in the meantime, 
so I will make myself known and aim to 
meet as many of you as possible before 
my official start.

See you all soon! God bless,
Sarah Marshall
(soon to be) Tring Team

Berkhamsted Quakers 
celebrated the 200 
years of their building 
on the very hot and 
sunny weekend 
of 7-8 July; that 
particular Saturday 
was also notable 
for a certain other 

event – the world cup football 
match between England and Sweden. 

After our many months of planning and 
preparation, we wondered if anyone 
would turn up, but happily they did.
 Saturday was a community day 
for local people and for a number of 
organisations that use the Meeting 
House. The Berkhamsted Local History 
and Museum Society kindly put on a 
display highlighting some well-known 
Quakers of the past who had helped to 
pay for the building; and also a notorious 
man, certainly not a good Quaker, who 
finished up being hanged in Aylesbury!
 The Mayor of Berkhamsted, Sue 
Beardshaw, joined us for a time and 
spoke of the contributions made by 
Quakers both past and present before 
cutting the splendid cake that had been 
made for us. Our visitors were able to 
enjoy the shade of the garden and there 
were some happy reunions.
 In the evening a play, ‘The Bundle’, 
was performed by The Journeymen, a 
husband and wife team from Halesowen. 
The ‘bundle’ in question was the huge 
collection of forms that the asylum 
seeker in the play needed to complete 

in order to seek acceptance in the UK; 
they are also being asked to find more 
and more money for every stage of the 
process – a hostile environment indeed. 
It was thought provoking and disturbing.
 On Sunday we held our normal 
meeting which was also attended by 
Friends from various other local Meetings 
and possibly by one or two first-timers; 
this was followed by a shared lunch, 
again a time of sharing of memories, 
news and ideas. 
Margaret Whiting
Berkhamsted Quaker Meeting House

Assistant cooks for 
Friday Café
At High Street Baptist 
Church we run a 
successful Café 
on most Fridays. 
We are looking 
for Volunteer 
Assistant Cooks 
who could help with this.

Can you carry out basic cooking 
such as vegetables, stews, roasts etc? 
Are you available one Friday a month 
from 8.00am until 2.00pm?

You would be assisting one of 
the cooks, and will be instructed in 
the use of all equipment and cooking 
methods. You need to be willing to take 
the Level 2 Food Hygiene Course on 
line (or have already done Level 2 or 3 
within the last three years). This Course 
takes 4 - 6 hours, and can be split into 
sessions over several days. There is an 
assessment which is not compulsory. 
The cost will be paid for by the church. 

If you are interested in helping with 
this or would like more details, please 
contact the Administrator at High Street 
Baptist Church on 01442 824054.
Thelma Fisher
High Street Baptist Church
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Devil may care 
‘In an unscheduled 
change to tonight’s 
performance, 
because Marcus 
Brigstocke is unable 
to join us, please 
give a warm Tringe 
welcome to… 
the Dark Lord!’ 

And so began one of 
the strangest Sunday afternoons I can 
remember.

The Tringe is a three-week comedy 
festival that runs annually from the end 
of June to mid-July. It plays host to the 
‘biggest and best comic acts’ previewing 
their shows before they head to the 
Edinburgh Festival in August.

‘Hot in here, isn’t it?’ asked the 
comedian, Marcus Brigstocke, dressed 
all in black, wearing red face paint 
and sporting two small horns. The 
200-strong audience gave a nervous 
chuckle. And then came the questions 
that prompted this article: ‘Is anyone 
here religious?’ Silence. He asked 
again: ‘I said, is there anyone here 
who is religious?’ The silence grew 
uncomfortable. And as he opened his 
mouth to ask for a third time, I realised 
this devil had done his homework: John 
18:15-27. Do I deny Jesus three times, 
as Peter did, or do I open myself up for 
the entertainment of a comedian with a 
prepared script? What a predicament. 

So there I am, in the front row. 
(Obviously I hadn’t wanted to sit in the 
front row. They were the only seats left. 
Note to self: never arrive oh-so-nearly 
late to a comedy gig again.) I know it’s 
an act. I know it isn’t the devil. But this 
devil isn’t giving up. And he’s looking 
at me. So why doesn’t my mouth 
open, and why don’t I say, ‘Yes. I’m a 
Christian’? What’s the worst thing that 
can happen? And yet nothing comes out 
of my mouth. Because, at that moment, 
instead of taking the opportunity to 
stand proud and acknowledge in public 
that yes, Jesus died for me, my sole 
objective is to not become the butt of 
his joke.

But the joke wouldn’t have been at 
my expense. It was on any Christian 
present. And while the devil started 
by singling out Christians, he went on 
to suggest that others – not just God-
deniers – had a place reserved for 
them down below: people who can’t 
differentiate between their and they’re; 

people who don’t pick up dog poo; our 
neighbours on the other side of the pond 
who add an ‘s’ to pluralise ‘lego’ that 
he thinks would be better placed on the 
end of the word ‘math’. 

While these examples are light-
hearted, he also talked about lots of 
activities that we all engage in that we 
know we shouldn’t: food waste, single 
use plastic, using online retailers at 
the expense of independent shops. 
The devil made many of us feel very 
uncomfortable. Welcome to cringe 
comedy. 

Cringe comedy – a specific 
genre that derives humour from 
social awkwardness. Have you seen 
‘The Office’ with Ricky Gervais? 
Or ‘Miranda’ with (ahem) Miranda 
Hart? In stand up, cringe comedy 
relies on placing members of the 
audience in embarrassing situations 
or having them say awkward things. 
The comedy creates second-hand 
shame; the audience laughs because 
they empathise with the person in 
the spotlight, relieved they’re not in it 
themselves. The Germans even have a 
word for it: Fremdschamen (vicarious 
shame or embarrassment). 

So if that’s cringe comedy, what’s 
comedy? Comedian Brandy Thomas 
defines it as ‘musical flow, a comedic 
symphony of relatable experiences and 
observations’. And as Greek scholars 
know, comedy is the opposite of tragedy 
– tragedy being a performance where 
the big and important characters usually 
fall from grace; which got me thinking 
back to my school days and John 
Milton’s seventeenth century epic poem, 
‘Paradise Lost’. Could ‘Paradise Lost’ 
be considered a tragedy? Important 
characters – Satan, Adam, Eve – suffer 
the biggest fall from grace imaginable 
as they are cast out of heaven and the 
Garden of Eden respectively.

While Milton professed his purpose 
in writing ‘Paradise Lost’, stated in 

Book I, to ‘justify the ways of God to 
men’, nineteenth century poet, painter 
and printmaker William Blake stated 
that Milton was ‘of the Devil’s party 
without knowing it’. The first two books 
of ‘Paradise Lost’ are in Satan’s voice. 
Do we – did Milton? – see the devil 
as a kind of (anti) hero, someone we 
can more easily identify with as fallen 
beings ourselves, than with our perfect 
Creator? And did Marcus Brigstocke 
intend to prompt all these thoughts in his 
audience on a Sunday afternoon? 

Interviewed by the Eastern Daily 
Press newspaper in June this year, he 
said, ‘I’m very interested in notions of 
what’s good and bad. I think there are 
very few people who do bad things with 
bad intentions; there are lots of us who 
do bad things with good intentions (or at 
least blinkers on).’ 

I don’t mean to question Mr 
Brigstocke’s morality. During his sixty-
minute show, he said much in support 
of Christianity, including a plea to all 
that we should keep the Sabbath holy – 
not for God or any religious reason but 
because we all work too hard and are 
too busy and need a day of rest! And 
perhaps the show write-up has a point: 
‘It is time to establish, once and for all, 
what is good and what is bad. Who 
better to arbitrate than Lucifer himself?’ 
Namely a fallen character with whom we 
can only empathise.

But – and here’s the nub of it – God 
understands us, our human nature 
and our very human failings. As the 
Rag’n’Bone Man sang recently, ‘I’m only 
human after all’. Peter was only human 
when he denied Jesus three times. 
And yet he was restored (John 21:15). 
Jesus made three appearances after his 
death, and on one of those occasions, 
asked Peter three times whether Peter 
loved him. At the beginning and end 
of Peter’s ministry, Jesus gave him the 
same single, simple instruction: follow 
me. And so the man that denied Jesus 
became the rock of the church. That’s all 
we have to do to be restored – recognise 
our failings, pray that we’ll do better next 
time and accept God’s grace. And then 
we overcome the devil. 

‘And I tell you that you are Peter, and 
on this rock I will build my church, and 
the gates of Hades will not overcome it.’ 
Matthew 16:18.
Hannah Asquith
High Street Baptist Church

‘Give peas a chance’

Farming communities in rural southern 
Malawi have suffered severe hardship 
because of changing and unpredictable 
weather patterns. However, by starting 
to grow the drought-resistant and 
commercially valuable crop, the 
remarkable Pigeon Pea, people’s lives 
are being transformed, bringing them 
new hope for the future.

Meet Frank Zulu
In the past, Frank struggled to feed his 
family and when his son – four years old 
at the time – was seriously ill through 
malnutrition, he had to walk over four 
miles to the hospital carrying his young 
son in his arms.

Frank is among the first people in his 
community to be offered Pigeon Peas to 
grow. Because of its robust root system, 
this Pea is resistant to drought and 

flash-floods, also it puts nitrogen into the 
soil and the leaves can be used as a rich 
mulch and excellent livestock feed.

Today, largely as a result of 
growing Pigeon Peas, there has been 
considerable change for Frank and 
his family, things we regard as basic 
essentials, such as food, healthcare and 
education for children are within reach 
– they have new hope. This remarkable 
Pigeon Pea has potential to transform 
lives so in 2018, let’s ‘Give peas a 
chance’.

Christian Aid’s pigeon pea project is 
supporting farmers like Frank to: grow 
the robust, highly nutritious pigeon 
pea – by providing seed, fertilizer 
and agricultural tools; adopt new 
conservation farming methods that 
improve their land and, in turn, their 
harvests; form co-operatives to give 
them the power to negotiate fairer prices 
for their crops.

The impact for families like Frank’s 
will be truly life changing. The basic 
rights that we often take for granted – 
such as food, healthcare and education 
– will be within their reach. Pigeon peas 

have the potential to transform lives – 
and you can help to make this happen 
by giving money in any of the five 
churches in the Tring Team.

The Harvest Appeal prayer
Living and loving God, source of all life, 
we pray for rural farming communities in 
Malawi.

Enable these farmers to reap benefits 
from generous harvests. Bring them the 
joy of seeing their communities taste a 
more rewarding and abundant life. In the 
name of Jesus, our Saviour, we pray, 
Amen.
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It’s a Tring thing!
On 30 June, Tring’s 
War Memorial was 
rededicated after 
some important 
renovation work 
and very nearly 100 
years since it was 
first unveiled and 
dedicated on 27 

November 1918. 
To commemorate the occasion there 

was a Church service at St Peter & St 
Paul, Tring, led by Revd Huw Bellis. The 
service ended with the laying of a wreath 
on behalf of the town by Tring Mayor Cllr 
Penny Hearn and Air Vice Marshal Sir 
Michael Simmons. 

Close to 350 people gathered at 
the memorial on Church Square and at 
the end of the service, a gigantic group 
photograph was taken to recreate the 
sunny day in July 1919 when Tring 
celebrated Peace Day after the end of 
World War One. The photograph was 
taken by Mike Bass, from a window 
very close to the position of the 1919 
photographer. 

There was another touching moment 
during the afternoon, when individually 
labelled red knitted poppies were laid on 
the memorial by people attending the 
service. A poppy was made for every 
name carved on the memorial. 

A commemorative poster, featuring 
the old and the new photograph, will be 
available for sale to cover the final costs 
of the memorial restoration. (Details from 
info@tringtogether.org.uk) 
Vivianne Child, St Peter & St Paul 

Revd Huw Bellis, Air Vice Marshal Sir Michael Simmons and  
Mayor Cllr Penny Hearn

Laying the red knitted poppies on the memorial

The Poppy Project
The poppy project has had its first public 
airing with a mini installation for the 
rededication of Tring’s war memorial in 
June. As well as a display in St Peter & 
St Paul’s about the project and the men 
who sadly lost their lives, we decorated 
the war memorial gates and the archway 
into the Church with ropes of poppies. 
We hope this has given people a taster of 
what is to come in November on a much 
larger scale. 

We also made and labelled around 
150 poppies with the names of all those 
on the war memorial from the three 
conflicts remembered on the memorial. 
We added a little information about each 
one. Many were baptised in our Church 
or went to our local schools and many 
had brothers, cousins and friends who 

also died. These poppies were put in the 
pews in Church and at the end of the 
service were taken outside by members 
of the congregation and laid on the war 
memorial at the end of the ceremony: a 
very moving tribute to those who gave 
their lives. It created a lot of interest after 
the ceremony as people found out a little 
more about our lost boys and men.

The poppies are coming in thick 
and fast from all corners of the country 
(as far away as Scotland and Cornwall) 
as well as the lovely Tring community. 
Former residents who have moved away 
still have their heart in Tring and want 
to be part of this ambitious project and 
relatives have had arms twisted to do 
their bit as well. These poppies are all 
counted and checked, and buttons and 

strings added where 
necessary. They are 
then being attached 
to ropes and other 
bases to create the 
finished artwork 
that you will see in 
November. 

Our thanks go 
to the many knitters, sewers, 
donators and assemblers who have 
wanted to be part of this exciting 
community project. You will have to 
wait until November to know how many 
poppies there will be in the display! All 
those given to us will be used and they 
are all valued, just as those lives they 
represent were and still are valued.
Janet Goodyer, St Peter & St Paul

Sidney Walter Hedges, L/c. 6th Northants Regt., 
joined the Army in October 1916, and went to 
Halton Camp for three months training, and then, 
immediately, proceeded to France, where he 
remained until he was killed. He was apparently, 
severely wounded during the German offensive of 

the Spring, and taken prisoner by the enemy. He 
died in a Field Reserve Hospital, on 16 April, and 
was buried in a Cemetery reserved for prisoners. 
He leaves behind him a pleasant memory in Tring, 
and has died, as we are sure he would wish to have 
died, gallantly doing his duty to his country. R.I.P.

Parish magazine September 1918
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Harrowing tales in an English country garden

Puddings galore!

Dacorum Business Heroes

The Watford & Three 
Rivers Refugee 
Partnership held 
their annual Garden 
Party on Sunday 24 
June in the beautiful 
grounds of Cheslyn 
House. Cheslyn 
House and 

gardens are a secret gem in 
North Watford and are open to the public 
most of the year. Well worth a visit.

The WTRRP had decorated the 
gardens with colourful bunting and the 
tables were arrayed with cups of tea, 
scones and buns. Corpus Christi Church 
in Tring donated sandwiches and cakes 
which were very welcome additions as 
the party was well attended by clients 
of WTRRP from a wide number of 
countries. 

Four members of the Justice & Peace 
Group attended the event and heard 
from refugees very harrowing tales of 
escaping bombing with just the clothes 
they were standing in. It all seemed 
so far away from the beautiful English 
garden in which we were standing.

Despite the very difficult 
circumstances the Refugees had faced 
in recent years, the atmosphere was 
wonderful and it was marvellous to 
see children playing so happily in the 
sunshine. 

We are unable to show photos of the 
event itself due to the need to maintain 
confidentiality and security for the 
refugees but if you would like to find out 
more about the work of the WTRRP visit 
www.wtrrp.org.uk.
Margaret Donnelly
Corpus Christi Church

The Grand Pudding quiz, organised by 
the Justice & Peace Group, took place in 
Corpus Christi Church Hall on Saturday 
16 June and with representatives from 
four Churches in Tring.

Sixty-eight pudding-loving Tring 
citizens and friends attended and were 
organised into eight tables to take part 
in a light-hearted quiz. There were 
two picture rounds and two rounds of 
questions before everyone broke for 
the pudding interval. In total there were 
eighteen choices of puddings to satisfy 
even the most ‘sweet toothed’. A big 
thank you to all who made the puddings.

The raffle was also drawn in the 
interval and thanks go to The Akeman 
Restaurant, Inner Peace Beauty Spa, 
Champneys Tring and Wyevale Garden 
Centre for wonderful prizes. A guest also 
kindly donated a bottle of Cava which 
was also much appreciated as a prize. 

Canon Berry, former Parish Priest of 
Corpus Christi, won first prize – dinner at 
The Akeman. They were plenty of jokes 
about divine intervention in the drawing 
out of the tickets.

The teams cautiously played their 
Jokers and it was ‘neck and neck’ up to 
the final round. The winning team, the 

Jolly Mixtures, won by a single point. 
Everyone left smiling and with very full 
tummies!

In total £683 was raised for the 
Watford and Three Rivers Refugee 
Partnership and they have sent a 
message of thanks for the support of 
Tring in their work.

If you would like to know more about 
the work of the Justice & Peace Group in 
Tring visit www.justiceandpeacetring.org.
Margaret Donnelly
Corpus Christi Church

Congratulations to one of our regular 
advertisers, Beechwood Fine Foods, 
who have won in the Dacorum Business 
Heroes awards!

Toby and Sarah Murray were invited 

to receive their award on Friday 20 July 
at a ceremony that included afternoon 
tea at Shendish Manor. 

‘We were delighted to be nominated, 
surprised to be shortlisted and then 

absolutely thrilled to be off to Shendish 
Manor for the awards ceremony and 
winners tea!’ said Toby.

A very English strawberry tea
Fundraising is a global 
phenomenon; it 
reaches all corners 
of the earth for 
numerous good 
causes. National 
and international 
charities send their 
supporters regular 

updates, telling them where 
their money is being spent. At the other 
end of the scale, the Friends of St Cross 
endeavour to do the same. We issue a 
twice-yearly newsletter, informing people 
of news from the village, fundraising 
events, and plans for the future. Many 
people are very generous in their support 
of St Cross, in both practical and financial 
ways, and we like them to know their 
actions have a tangible outcome.

Being a very small church, 
fundraising options are slightly limited, 
but the end-of-July Strawberry Tea is 
now an annual fixture in the calendar. 
This year we chose the only wet day 
in weeks of unbroken sunshine(!) but 
that didn’t deter visitors, who came 
from across the parish to squeeze 
into St Cross and enjoy a selection 
of sandwiches, cakes, scones and 
strawberries and cream. It was a bit of 
a tight fit because we were joined by a 
group of walkers from the Hertfordshire 
Health Walks scheme. Quite how they 
reconciled a cream tea with a health 
walk nobody could really fathom, but we 
were really pleased to include them, and 
understand they are planning to come 
next year!

St Cross, like all Churches, 
constantly needs money spending on it, 
but our major issue revolves around how 
to replace the decking at the entrance to 
the building. The decking is now twenty 
years old and is fast approaching the 
end of its life. Various options have been 
considered but everyone is in agreement 
that whatever type of replacement is 
chosen, it must have very long-term 
sustainability, ie 120 years not twenty. 
This project will cost a lot of money 
but we feel there is an obligation to the 
future of the Church and those who will 
worship there after us to get this right. 

The money raised at the Strawberry 
Tea will be added to the fund, which is 
slowly accumulating for rebuilding the 
entrance to the Church. A big thank you 
to everyone who joined us on 29 July: 
we really enjoyed welcoming you to 
St Cross, and are very grateful for the 
generous support extended during the 
afternoon, which raised just over £400. 

We have promised the Hertfordshire 
Health Walkers there will be another Tea 
next year, on the last Sunday in July, so 
we very much hope that you and they 
will join us again for more tea and cakes, 
and maybe even sunshine!
Alison Cockerill, St Cross, Wilstone
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CHIROPODIST
Wendy Hilliard

MSSCh MBChA HCPC Registered

For nail cutting, treatment of  
hard skin, corns, thickened nails,  

advice on diabetic feet etc

Please call 01296 630189  
or

07969 741792 
for an appointment in  
the comfort of your  

own home

Come and try our professional, friendly, 
great value-for-money salon  

where your wish is our command!

Tel: 01442 822275
74 Western Road, Tring

Vanity Fayre 
Hairdressers

For Ladies, Gents  
and Children

Established for over 30 years

Opening Hours
Tuesday-Thursday 9am-5pm
Friday 9am-7pm
Saturday 8:30am-1pm
Appointments not always necessary

All new customers: bring this ad for a

10% discount 
MILLENNIUM EDUCATION 

FOUNDATION 
REGISTERED CHARITY NO. 1077157

Are you hoping to go to University or College in 2019, 
but are concerned that financial resources might not 

match up to the requirements? Are you under the 
age of 22? Have you lived in Aldbury, Long Marston, 
Marsworth, Pitstone, Puttenham, Tring, Wigginton or 

Wilstone for at least three years?

To see if you would be eligible for a grant, apply to 
Tring Charities’ Millennium Education Foundation for 

information and an application form.

Website details: www.tringcharities.co.uk/education
Telephone: Elaine Winter, Secretary to the Trustees 

01442 827913 Email: info@tringcharities.co.uk

Please note that the closing date is 15 November 2018 
to lodge a completed application for grants payable 

from Autumn 2019.

Life after Tring
God can, and often 
does, surprise us… 
but we cannot 
surprise him. 

This profound 
and absolutely true 
statement formed 
part of the sermon 
preached by 

Major Sharon King at a special 
service last month in Waltham Abbey – 
where Sharon is currently serving – to 
mark thirty-five years of her ministry in 
the Salvation Army, and her own 60th 
birthday. 

Referring to Psalm 139, Sharon 
reminded us that God knows everything 
about us, what we do, say and even 
think, and indeed he has done since 
before we were born! So it is impossible 
for us to surprise him! Giving a short 
testimony of her calling to the ministry 
and her years of service, Sharon 
described how God has, on many 
occasions, surprised her, by leading her 
to unexpected places and causing her 
to meet so many different people as she 
paid tribute to the many friends she has 
made along the way. 

Several of the folk she met during her 
time in Tring were able to be present on 
the occasion which was followed by a 
buffet lunch attended by local friends as 
well as key people in Sharon’s journey. 
Many Tring people will have reason to 
be grateful to Sharon for her work here 
from 2003 until 2011. She ably led the 
Salvation Army Corps from their base 
in Albert Street and constantly looked 
for ways to develop the Christian faith 
of both her own flock and people she 
met across the town, especially through 
Churches Together. In her inimitable way 
Sharon did a very great deal to bring 
people together, especially through her 
love of crafts and teaching them and 
visiting the elderly. Some of the craft 
groups she started are still running; and 
many friendships made through her and 
these activities have grown. 

As many know, Sharon suffered 
serious health problems during her time 
here. Even this blow enabled her to grow 
spiritually and to help others to grow in 
faith too. When the decision was made 
at a national level to close the Salvation 
Army in Tring, Sharon was extremely 
saddened, as were many others. At 
this time, in 2011, she was moved to 
Stanford-le-hope in Essex where she 

served for four years. There she followed 
a similar pattern, serving the Lord with 
many initiatives in her own church and 
establishing lasting links with others in 
the town. The Holiday-at Home that she 
began was a particular success and 
brought joy to many older and lonely 
people. 

It is now three years since Sharon 
was moved again, this time to Waltham 
Abbey on the Hertfordshire-Essex 
border. Her work goes on as she 
faithfully brings God’s word to the 
people of that town; as she shares 
her visions for the church and the 

community; and as she shares her 
passions both for making beautiful 
things and showing others how to do so. 

In her address on that day in July 
Sharon referred to her retirement – a 
few years to go yet. I am sure that there 
are many people who hope that doesn’t 
arrive too soon, but even more who are 
praying that her ministry will continue to 
bring glory to God and encouragement 
to the people amongst whom she is 
working. 
Joan Eeley
Akeman Street Baptist Church



28 29

Tring Cemetery and Chapel

Lipreaders hear better New heritage plaques for Tring

Back in the spring, 
after a Tuesday mid-
week service, our 
rector, Huw Bellis, 
mentioned that he 
was going to take 
a funeral in the 
chapel at Tring 
cemetery. This 

prompted several of us to say 
that we had never been in the chapel so 
the idea for a visit was formed. 

One Friday in June, nine of us met 
in the chapel. Tim Amsden, from Tring 
Local History Museum and Matthew, the 
cemetery and chapel caretaker, joined 
us. 

The pews on the left of the aisle face 
east and those to the right are longer 
and face north. In the early days, Tring 
was 50/50 Church of England and Non-
conformist. C of E sat one side, non-
conformist on the other!

It took from 1889 – 1894 to source 
and create the site. William Huckville, 
whose grave is in the cemetery, was the 
architect. The cemetery opened on 9 
June 1894. Back then it could take three 
weeks to dig one grave by hand. Today 
it takes one day using a small digger. 

When Matthew started working at 

the site the chapel was being used as 
a storage building but he was keen to 
have it open for visitors to the cemetery 
to use. He is also keen to encourage 
wildlife. 

Having previously only been to 
the cemetery to a burial down near 
the lodge, I had never been near the 
chapel. Standing outside after our visit I 
could appreciate what a beautiful, well-
tended place it is and on that day, in the 

sunshine, the flint of the chapel shone. 
Afterwards most of us went to the 

Crow’s Nest where we agreed it had 
been an informative, interesting morning. 
We had all learnt something as well as 
enjoying each other’s company.

So, next time our Rector tells you 
what he is doing, take note. It could be 
the opportunity for an outing.
Alison Bickerton, St Peter & St Paul

You know how as we get older we often 
start having difficulty reading small print, 
we hold the newspaper further away and 
squint at it? Eventually we give in and go 
and get some reading glasses. Well, the 
same sort of thing often happens with 
hearing: we start to turn up the volume 
on the TV, we accuse people, especially 
young people, of not speaking clearly, 
we keep saying pardon on the phone, 
meetings become difficult, pubs and 
restaurants almost impossible. It’s time 
for a hearing check. 

Hearing loss doesn’t mean that 
everything gets quieter. You don’t have to 
be old to have age-related hearing loss, 
and with noise-related hearing loss, you 
lose the high frequency/pitch sounds, 
making children’s voices particularly 
difficult. The consonants in speech 
are mostly high frequency, so speech 
is distorted, but you can hear the dog 
barking or a motorbike going by just 
as loudly as you ever did. This is why 

people often insist there is nothing wrong 
with their hearing – it’s everyone else!

New research, however, has 
shown that untreated hearing loss can 
increase your chance of dementia and 
depression. Not surprising really as it is 
easy to become isolated when you don’t 
know what is going on.

Hearing aids have come a long way, 
and the new ones are very cleaver mini 
computers, set up for your hearing loss, 
and very discrete, but it can still be 
difficult to hear in noisy places, as the 
hearing aids amplify sound, so in a pub 
you can be swamped by noise. This is 
where lipreading comes in. We all lipread 
a little, like when a footballer swears 
at the camera, but classes help us to 
lipread a lot better. They show how to let 
your eyes help your ears, whether you 
use aids or not.

Lipreading and Managing Hearing 
Loss classes, to give them their full title, 
are huge fun. It is so good to be with 

others with similar 
problems. We laugh 
a lot. We learn 
about lipreading, of 
course, but we also 
cover equipment 
and organisations 
that can help, coping 
strategies, how hearing works, what 
your audiogram shows, and lots more.

My name is Molly Berry, and I teach 
Lipreading. I started going deaf in my 
30s and am now profoundly deaf, but 
have a brilliant cochlear implant. I am 
starting a new one of these very valuable 
classes at the Nora Grace Hall on a 
Tuesday morning at 10.30am and there 
is a free one-hour taster session on 
Tuesday 11 September.

For more details, and to book a 
place, email mb.lipreading@gmail.com or 
call or text 07741 095921.
Molly Berry, Lipreading and Managing 
Hearing Loss Classes

Readers may have spotted those ever-
so-droll plaques which read ‘On this day 
in 1832, nothing happened here.’ The 
historian in me not only disputes the 
truth of this, he gnashes his teeth at its 
feeble contempt for history. This town 
has stories aplenty to tell and yet large 
numbers of its residents, not to mention 
visitors, walk blithely past the markers 
of its remarkable heritage. After much 
debate, action has now been taken to 
put that right.

In 2015 Tring celebrated the 700th 
anniversary of the granting of its first 
Charter by Edward II to its then landlord, 
the Abbot of Faversham. The town 
came together to explore ways to 
celebrate, with the Town Council and 
Tring Together as organisers. Tring Local 
History Society, which had brought the 
anniversary to their attention, was keen 
to be involved and suggested several 
projects, while other groups devised 
suitable activities. It was all costed and 
with some funding already in place 
from the Town Council and Dacorum, a 
successful bid was made to the Heritage 
Lottery Fund (HLF). 

Foremost among the Society’s 
proposals was to bring the very Charter 
to the Tring Local History Museum. This 
entailed protracted negotiations with 
the National Archives at Kew where it 
resides. To meet their exacting demands 
for security, temperature and humidity, a 
suitable display cabinet was made to our 
specification, enabling the venerable roll 
of parchment to go on display probably 
for the very first time and be seen by 
over 600 people on just four days. 
Another exercise was the publication of 
a Heritage Trail, which takes two forms, 
one a traditional printed fold-out map 
and the other an app for mobile phones. 
Both were prepared and published in the 
course of the year.

The idea of Heritage Plaques for 
buildings, which had been mooted 
some years earlier by Ian Petticrew, was 
now revived. Many towns have them 
but there is no national scheme, ‘blue 
plaques’ being a London thing. Initially 
we saw them as part of the Heritage 
Trail, perhaps carrying a number that 
referred to it, but we decided to make 
them independent of it, since they would 
be seen anyway by passers-by not 
using the Trail and more particularly as 
some of the chosen sites were not on 

its route. Unfortunately, some buildings 
with a good story, such as the Mansion, 
or Home Farm, cannot justify a plaque 
since they are not clearly visible to the 
public. 

Once sites were identified, texts 
were drafted and debated, the idea 
being to keep them brief and whet the 
appetite rather than present a wordy 
essay. A maker was found in the shape 
of Falon Nameplates of Bedlington, 
Northumberland, who were very friendly 
and efficient. The plaques are of cast 
aluminium with a powder-coated finish, 
in dark blue with raised yellow writing, 
those being not only the colours of 
the Diocese of St Albans but also the 
racing colours of the Rothschild family. 
Permission was sought from the various 
owners to have them erected on their 
property and almost all agreed, with 
several of the sites belonging to one 
or other of the local councils. Precise 
locations were determined and where 
buildings were Listed, formal consent 
had to be obtained. In the event nine 
such plaques were ordered, with eight 
now in place.

At the same time there were 
moves afoot for a rather grander 
commemoration of the birthplace of 
John Washington, who emigrated to 
Virginia and would prove to be great-
grandfather to the first President of the 
United States. No one knows exactly 
where the house stood but it was at 
Frogmore End, near the Black Horse. 
We identified the nearby planter bed 
as a suitable place for a monument; 
Graham Hoad designed an obelisk 
loosely based on that in Washington 

DC, set back from the pavement, 
with the wall rebuilt in hand-made, 
wood-fired local brick. Estimates were 
obtained from a remarkable high-tech 
stonemasonry company at Cheddington 
and an inscribed bronze plaque was 
commissioned from Falon. Regrettably 
we encountered all manner of problems 
over the site, involving its owners 
(Dacorum) and their lessees; we could 
not resolve them within the deadline set 
by the HLF and infuriatingly had to return 
their unspent balance, insufficient as it 
was in any case to complete the project. 
There, for now, the topic rests, with the 
plaque in my airing cupboard.

It is hoped that the plaques are 
seen as discreet, carefully sited and not 
unduly fussy or prominent. To list them 
would rather defeat the object but one at 
the Rose and Crown was well received 
by its residents. There is scope for more, 
in the town centre and elsewhere, should 
anyone have the patience to wrestle with 
the issues involved.
Tim Amsden, Chairman
Tring & District Local History & 
Museum Society

Please visit the Tring Local History 
Museum, The Market Place, Brook 
Street, Tring, to see many exhibits and 
displays about the lives of the people 
of the town and the villages around it. 
The museum is open from 10.00am to 
4.00pm (3.30pm November to Febru-
ary) on Fridays and Saturdays.  
Admission free. More detailed infor-
mation can be found on the website 
www.tringlocalhistorymuseum.org.uk 



30 31

Bishop Wood School: the vision
Recently, I was privileged to be part of 
the process of working with Revd Huw 
Bellis and Gary Stanley, spending time 
reflecting on and rearticulating the values 
and ethos of Bishop Wood School. 

Discussions across the school 
community suggested that its many 
members already held so many values 
in common: the desire to see the school 
as a happy, safe place; the importance 
of creating a loving, caring community; 
the work of helping everyone to strive 
towards their own best selves, reaching 
for their true potential; the primacy of 
respect for self and others.

Articulating all these clearly as a 
‘vision’ for the school was a challenging 
one. We agreed, early on, that the vision 
should be a framework within which the 
school can work every day – not simply 
a neatly-worded document to pop on the 
website. It should be a living, breathing 
way of being together as individuals, as 
a school, and as part of the wider world. 

It became clear that the vision of life 
at Bishop Wood, for staff and students 
alike, should aspire to incorporate four 

key elements: wisdom, hope, community 
and dignity. These reflect the values put 
forward by the Church of England itself 
for its schools, and stand alongside the 
diocesan emphasis on generosity, joy, 
imagination and courage in education. 
While this can include so many different 
ideas, and is seen in many contexts, 
we see it embodied in the promise, 
from John’s Gospel, that Christ has 
‘come that they may have life, and have 
it to the full’. The vision of the school 
should lead the school – staff, students 
and governors alike – to a greater 
understanding of what it means to ‘have 
life... to the full’.

Educating for wisdom, knowledge 
and skills
In Matthew’s Gospel, chapter 7, we 
read the story of the wise man who built 
his house on rock. If we are to educate 
for wisdom, knowledge and skills, the 
school should become the rock on which 
the school’s children can build their 
future selves – after all, there’s wisdom 
in building your house upon a strong 

foundation. This, of 
course, goes well 
beyond academic 
knowledge and 
skills: there are 
many kinds of 
wisdom, and not 
all of them can be 
tested on paper.

Educating 
for hope and 
aspiration
The apostle Paul 
in his letter to the 
Romans, chapter 8, 
says that ‘the law 
of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus has set 
you free’. If we are 
to educate for hope 
and aspiration, the 
school should share 
a commitment to 
facing challenges 
with faith, courage 
and determination, 
leading by example 
and learning from 
each other. It was 
very clear to us, 
as we talked more 
about this, that 

every member of the 
school has something 
to teach others – as 
well as something 
to learn from them. 
Finding freedom 
and hope in that 
self-knowledge 
is central to 
education in its broadest sense.

Educating for community
In Matthew’s Gospel, chapter 25, 
Jesus says, ‘Whatever you did for 
one of the least of these brothers and 
sisters of mine, you did for me’. Living 
in community has very clear practical 
benefits in the classroom, on the playing 
field, in the dining hall. Even in the staff 
room! Building and maintaining strong, 
loving relationships with students and 
staff helps the children learn how to care 
for others and empathise with them. 
Beyond those, however, learning to see 
one’s place within the school, the parish, 
and the world is central to becoming 
an outward-looking, active, engaged 
individual.

Educating for dignity and respect
Paul says in his first letter to the 
Corinthians, ‘You are the body of Christ. 
Each one of you is part of it’. Educating 
for dignity and respect reinforces the 
relationships built within the school, 
ensuring that everyone feels valued as 
members of one body, walking together 
on their spiritual journeys. In its simplest, 
perhaps most familiar, terms, it is the very 
straightforward injunction to treat others 
as we would wish to be treated ourselves.

Living life to the full
Of course, articulating a vision for a 
school, or even for ourselves, is the easy 
part. Striving to embody its values and 
aspirations in our everyday lives – our 
actions, our thoughts, our relationships 
– is the real challenge. Setting every part 
of the school’s life against those four key 
aspirations of wisdom, hope, community 
and dignity will, we hope, provide an 
active, embodied vision for our school. 
The promise of having life to the full 
is one that, we hope, will inspire and 
encourage all those who learn and teach 
at Bishop Wood.
Pippa Chappell
Foundation Governor
Bishop Wood School

During the summer birds are 
concentrating on raising their young. 
This, coupled with plants being covered 
in leaves, can make some species very 
difficult to see compared with other times 
of year.

In summer some birdwatchers turn to 
dragonflies as these are primarily seen 
in summer. Although they can be seen 
in late spring and autumn, summer is 
when you see the greatest variety of 
species and the highest numbers of 
them.

Dragonflies are basically divided 
into two groups – damselflies and 
dragonflies. Damselflies are small, 
matchstick-like and look blue, red 
or green in colour. True dragonflies 
are more variable in their sizes, shapes 
and colours – some are smaller than 
Damselflies and others are twice their 
size.

Like birds, dragonflies have always 
held a fascination for me – although not 
as great a fascination it must be said. 
When I was young the identification of 
dragonflies for the most part required 
you to catch them in a net and that 

always seemed wrong to me as I 
thought that would inevitably lead to 
damaging them – and it wasn’t worth it 
just to identify them.

Anyway over the years dragonfly 
books improved tremendously, as 
did optical equipment, and crucially, 

cameras became digital and incredibly 
versatile. This all meant that dragonflies 
could be identified without catching 
them and you could get a photograph 
good enough to record details difficult 
to see at the time and compare the 
photos with the books later. Even 
recently-written books suggest that one 
or two species need to be caught to 
confirm identification but, from personal 

experience, I know this isn’t the case 
and they can be identified using a 
camera or binoculars.

This year I decided to try to see all 
the dragonflies that breed in southern 
Britain that I hadn’t seen before. 
Fortunately the good weather this 

summer (and a bit of luck) meant I 
was able to see the four remaining 
species that breed in southern Britain 
and get photographs of them as well. 
The photo is of a Southern Damselfly, 
a species which is probably best 
looked for in Hampshire and Dorset.

In some ways my fascination with 
Dragonflies was like my fascination 
with God. It required the right books 
to tell me about both of them. 

Fortunately I didn’t have to wait for the 
Bible to be written: it was already there 
in its many versions. Imagine being an 
early Christian and not having a Bible! 
We are so lucky to be able to get hold 
of Bibles easily; the trick is to remember 
not to waste that good fortune and to 
take time to read it and learn more about 
God.
Roy Hargreaves, St Peter & St Paul

Tweet of the month

CLUES ACROSS
1. Relating to religion (11)
8. Repetitive design (7)
9. Courage (5)
10. Treble or Bass (4)
11. Shown clearly (8)
13. Come back (6)
14. Calm (6)
17. One who tells of God (8) 
19. Action on church bells (4) 
22. Falter (7)
23. ‘…..’ is the Kingdom (5)
24. Set by fate (11)

CLUES DOWN
1. Subject for discussion (5)
2. Beg of (7)
3. Did not tell the truth (4)
4. Kind (6)
5. Sung part of liturgy (8)
6. Quite big (5)
7. Took things easy (6)
12. Used to purify the Communion 

wine (8)
13. Main meal (6)
15. Warning (7)
16. Venerate (6)
18. Furnish for action (5)
20. Deadly sin (5)
21. Back to square one (4)

Answers on page 38

An hour of music on Sunday afternoons
Summer season concerts, 2018

Sunday 9th September
Leon Bosch conducts the Icknield Ensemble  

in three concertos by Joseph Haydn:
organ (Jonathan Lee) cello (Helen Godbolt) & piano (Anna le Hair)

All concerts start at 3pm followed by tea in
Tring Parish Church HP23 5AE

Free admission with retiring collection

For further details: pianoandmore.org.uk
or Google piano and more Tring
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Back in June nine 
members of The 
Men’s Society 
met to discuss 
the challenging 
topic of artificial 
intelligence, or AI 
as it is known. 
We began with 

a prayer for Bill and Rosemary 
Carpenter on their 59th wedding 
anniversary, particularly as Bill now finds 
it difficult to attend our meetings.

The first task was to define AI. Is it 
simply using computerised knowledge 
to perform actions? You can already 
turn up the heating and put the kettle 
on while driving home. It is more than 
this – using algorithms which are a set 
of rules used by computers in problem-
solving operations. Mike reminded us 
that computers only perform the tasks 
they are programmed to do.

We argued over the recent case of a 
driverless car which had knocked down 
a cyclist and killed her. Why didn’t the 
car stop when it detected something in 
its path? Apparently it was programmed 
to recognize and respond to other cars, 
cyclists and pedestrians, but not to a 
cyclist wheeling her bike across the 
road.

After discussing other aspects we 
concluded that AI would come and take 
over more of our lives whether we liked 
it or not.

Then appropriately in July our topic 
was ‘The Value of Independence’. Eight 
men met including Bill. Mike Stratford 
had hoped to come but was suffering 
the after effects of being stuck in a traffic 
jam during the heat wave. We welcomed 
Martin back after a successful cataract 
operation, and spent a while discussing 
cataracts and their treatment.

The independence between the USA 
and UK was seen as their differences, 
particularly regarding the security of 
heads of state. President Trump did not 
ride through London in an open carriage, 
nor do ‘walk-abouts’ as the Queen does. 
And she didn’t personally drive Trump 
round Windsor Park in a 4x4!

Brexit did, of course, come up, with 
various independence issues. Young 
people value gaining their independence 
when leaving school or home and having 
their own flat. However parents may not 
enjoy their independence as increasingly 
older offspring – even in their fifties – 

may return to live ‘at home’. 
We often see our independence in 

terms of the wider range of choices 
we can make. Living alone I don’t 
have to keep to set meal times or 
consider another’s favourite foods. But 
while ready meals may be the choice 
for many, the poor buy them out of 
necessity for lack of local fruit and veg 
shops, or having no cooking facilities in 
their accommodation for the homeless. 
The discussion quickly became political, 
centred round the housing crisis, 
exemplified by Grenfell. Private towers 
were thought to be safe, and more 
could be built for council tenants as 
higher densities could be achieved. As a 
housing architect I stated that this was 
not true – there are around 300 private 
towers with cladding similar to Grenfell’s.

Following our discussion of ready 
meals we thought our next meeting 
should be about ‘The Economics of 
Food’, but though our food security is 
vital if we are leaving the EU, a more 
interesting take may be to look at the 
social aspects of sharing meals. Already 
we were beginning to discuss August’s 
topic.

What we all agreed was that 
internationally, and individually, we are 
all interdependent, a position reached 
theologically by Rowan Williams in his 
book ‘Being Disciples’, recently studied 
by the St P&P Book Group.

As the August meeting approached 
I began wondering if the economics 
of food would prove interesting, but 
John’s choice of the longer title rather 
than simply ‘Food’ proved prescient. 
Numbers went back up to nine and 
on the Wednesday we met, the food 
industry was calling for a meeting with 
the Prime Minister to consider whether 
the immediate effects of Brexit would be 
short-term food shortages due to delays 
at customs.

Minutes are vital when delivering 
fresh or chilled products. It is likely 
now that consumers will stockpile 

tinned food. We now know that drugs 
are also being stockpiled by the 
pharmaceutical companies. However the 
drought is already causing shortages of 
potatoes, and David G illustrated this 
with reference to his allotment – small 
potatoes and root crops are not even 
germinating.

The discussion branched out into all 
sorts of areas, including the relationships 
(an example of our interdependence) 
between the agriculture and food 
industries, supermarkets and 
consumers, and how we have come to 
crave ‘foreign’ (this was the word used 
– not ‘ethnic’) food and to eat out more 
frequently.

So obesity was contrasted with the 
days of growing our own food during the 
Second World War, and the apparently 
healthy food we ate until the sixties.

Changing lifestyles were discussed 
as reasons for obesity including the 
school run, which somehow digressed 
into disagreements over school 
uniforms.

Finally the social and ritual 
importance of food was raised, from the 
importance in our eyes of families eating 
together, to the Last Supper.

The subject chosen for September’s 
meeting is Changes in the Church 
of England over the last fifty years. 
Comments were that it would all 
be about changes to the prayer 
book and rules over marriage, but 
from my experience I think a more 
important aspect would be changes in 
churchmanship.

We meet on the first Wednesday 
of each month, at 7.30pm in the Half 
Moon in Wilstone. All men, whether 
churchgoers or not, and whatever their 
churchmanship are welcome. Food is 
available.
Leslie Barker, St Peter & St Paul

AI, the value of independence, and food Dads ’n Lads ’n Daughters ’n Dogs
In July we enjoyed 
the most recent 
event now known 
as ‘Dads and Lads 
and Daughters and 
Dogs’. This is the 
eighth incarnation 
of the event, 
which started life 

in 2010 as ‘Dads and Lads’, but 
was upgraded to ‘Dads and Lads and 
Daughters’ owing to peaceful protests 
from the female members of the Parish 
and was further upgraded to ‘Dads and 
Lads and Daughters and Dogs’ when I 
brought our dog, Poppy, in 2010.

This event takes place every year 
– normally on the second Saturday in 
July – in the paddock near to St Cecilia’s 
Church in Puttenham, and has proved to 
be very successful, enjoyed thoroughly 
by all attendees, and characterised by 
excellent BBQ food and associated 
refreshments. As well as the eating, 
drinking and relaxing, the group 
partakes in numerous games, such as 
rounders, cricket and football, as well as 
occasional water fights! 

After the activities of the day, the 
group settle safely round the campfire, 
sharing stories, jokes, and ultimately 
fellowship. A peaceful night is then 
enjoyed on the site – with the group 
getting at least some sleep, before 
awakening on the Sunday morning 
for a hearty breakfast, followed by a 
gentle amble to a nearby Church for the 
10.00am service.

Of the various dads that have 
attended the various events, Ian Munro 
lays claim to the sole 100% attendance 
(although it can be argued that this is 
matched by Didier – who attends the 
event on his own, and manages to get 
a reasonable night’s sleep under a tent 
constructed entirely of cardboard!). 
Ultimately it is now getting to the time 
when the various Dads’ children grow 
out of the event, paving the way for a 
younger set of dads to hopefully attend 
subsequent versions of the event.

The next DALADAD takes place in 
the same location on the weekend of 13 
July 2019. 
Steve Berry, St Peter & St Paul
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TringMarket
    Auctions

Antique and Fine Art Auctioneers 
and Valuers. Est. 1982

BROOK STREET, TRING, HERTFORDSHIRE HP23 5EF
TELEPHONE: 01442 826446

www.tringmarketauctions.co.uk

Our salerooms continue to attract 
a wide range of customers from 
throughout the UK and across the 
world and we deal with almost 
everything that comes out of your 
home whether 17th century or 21st 
century.

Visit our website and view the sale 
catalogues with accompanying 
illustrations, you will find us at  
www.tringmarketauctions.co.uk. 

Look out for us on television - Flog 
It and Cash in the Attic are regular 
visitors, making the salerooms an 
exciting place to search for antique 
and quality home furnishings.

Buying or selling - we welcome 
your enquiries.

Valuations for 
Sale, Probate 
& Insurance

Total and 
Part House 
Clearance 
Specialists

Fine Art Sales 
and Fortnightly 
Sales of Antique 
Furniture and 
Collectables

A local family business offering regular, occasional and 
one off gardening and maintenance services.

We can help with: 
Lawn Mowing • Hedge cutting * Weeding  

• Garden Clearance • Fencing • Power Washing/
Sealing • Turfing • General Maintenance  

• and much more
Contact us now for a free quote and to claim your 

10% discount on our first visit!

In memory of Mr AC Wood
Some of you will have seen articles in 
this magazine from Mr AC Wood. All of 
the 8.00 o’clock congregation at St Peter 
& St Paul knew Mr Wood for many years 
and a few of you may even remember 
him as the Head Teacher of Tring (CofE) 
Junior School between 1967 and 1969. 
This included the first phase of Bishop 
Wood Memorial School and the building 
of the swimming pool: an achievement of 
which Mr Wood was very proud. 

Mr Wood was an ever-present 
worshipper at our early morning 
communion and proved to be a solid 
point of continuity. When Bishop Alan 
excitedly launched his initiative ‘Living 
God’s Love’, Mr Wood gently pointed 
out that in his worshipping life he 
had known however many Curates, 
even more Vicars, and slightly fewer 
Bishops, but that each one of them had 
a new initiative for him. It wasn’t that 
Mr Wood was cynical, it is just he had 
the perspective of a long-term faithful 
worshipper. He did not dismiss Bishop 
Alan’s ideas – far from it! – he went to 
the library and ordered every single 
publication written by Bishop Alan, 
including some rather obscure works on 
rural ministry. I suspect the library might 
have had some difficulty getting hold of 
them, but Mr Wood always rejoiced that 
the library service would order books 
from across the country for him, and on 
occasion, even purchase them specially. 

He was an avid reader of parish 
magazines, especially Comment and the 
one from St Lawrence, Abbots Langley. 
He was distraught when the Diocesan 
newsletter went electronic, but was 
relieved when he found we could print 
him off a copy of the Bishop’s letter each 
time from the website. He would write 

to editors of the magazine in longhand, 
often signing the envelope A.C.W.

Mr Wood was very particular about 
how things were done. He would always 
be meticulously dressed. He would 
kindly ask me to remind my colleagues 
that during Lent, after the collect of the 
day, please would they also use the 
collect for Ash Wednesday as the rubrics 
in the Book of Common Prayer require. 
He noted that all ministers like to have 
their own idiosyncrasies in the way they 
preside at services, especially when it 
came to the blessing. He referred to 
mine as the ‘Bellis variation’. 

He was also a very private man, 
who on Common Worship Sundays 
would drop to his knees as a signal to 
other members of the congregation that 
one should not share the peace with 
him. Those on welcoming duty would 
occasionally challenge themselves to 
see if they could get to the door at the 
end of the service before Mr Wood. Mr 
Wood usually won!

However, in recent years Mr Wood 
was becoming more chatty. He would 
often linger at the door for a few words, 
or to share comments about a book 
he had read, or to talk about the Guild 
of Church Braillists (about which he 
submitted an article, printed in the last 
edition of Comment, just before he died). 
When something tickled his amusement 
(even if it was an obscure piece of 
theology) Mr Wood’s eyes would glint 
with delight. He only ever referred to me 
as ‘Rector’ but was deeply concerned 
if he ever saw me out on my bicycle 
without a helmet on. However, he never 
said anything to me, but would implore 
Jane to make sure I didn’t forget my 
helmet.

You will notice 
that I have only 
referred Mr Wood as 
Mister. Despite his 
little notes saying 
A.C.W. we never 
knew what A.C. 
stood for. When 
I became Team 
Rector, Mr Wood handed me an 
envelope to be kept in the Church safe 
with instructions that could be opened 
after his death. Inside we found out that 
Alfred Clive Wood had been born in 
Abbots Langley on Christmas Day 1931. 
He then defined himself by his baptism, 
and confirmation, the years he spent 
as an altar server and Sunday School 
Teacher. He only then went on to list his 
teaching, head teaching and lecturing 
appointments, and finally went on to 
mention his volunteering with the Guild 
of Church Braillists. 

In recent times Mr Wood had spent 
more time thinking about his funeral. 
He became more friendly with Terry and 
Stuart from the Robin Hood and gave 
them a key to his house. When he had 
a fall, he called them and they took him 
to hospital. A couple of weeks later 
they found him collapsed in his house 
and he died later that day in hospital. 
Jane Banister had been able to read to 
him from the Book of Common Prayer 
and commend him to his creator and 
redeemer. A funeral service at St Peter 
& St Paul’s Church was well attended 
by his friends from Church and his 
neighbours. He had no living relatives. 
Having lived a frugal life, all that he had 
was left to the Hospice of St Francis.
Huw Bellis, Tring Team

The red, red robin came bobbing along
Roy Hargreaves told 
us that, ‘Yes birds do 
have memories’.

This reminded 
me of my Father’s 
funeral. He was a 
keen gardener, and 
of course there was 

always a robin bobbing 
around, waiting for a juicy bug to devour.

My father died suddenly of a heart 
attack; a shock to all who knew him, as 

he was never ill. When we got back to 
his home after the funeral, I was in the 
small kitchen with my mother making 
a pot of tea. Hopping into the kitchen 
came the robin; he had never been in 
the kitchen before. His head was cocked 
on one side inquisitively, so obviously 
questioning where was his bug provider? 
My mother turned to him saying, ‘He’s 
not here, he’s gone’. Robin hopped 
away.
Pam Russell, St Peter & St Paul



1st Sunday of the month
8.00am Holy Communion BCP Tring
8.00am Holy Communion BCP Aldbury
10.00am All Age Communion Tring
11.00am Harvest Festival Wilstone
10.00am Sunday Worship CW Long 

Marston
10.00am Worship for All Aldbury
12.00 midday Baptisms Tring
12.00 midday Baptisms Aldbury
3.30pm Holy Communion Puttenham 

2nd Sunday of the month
8.00am Holy Communion CW Tring
10.00am Holy Communion BCP Aldbury
10.00am Holy Communion Long Marston
10.00am Sunday Worship Wilstone
10.00am Worship for All Tring
11.30am Holy Communion BCP Tring
6.00pm Evening Prayer Long Marston
3.30pm Evening Prayer Puttenham 

3rd Sunday of the month
8.00am Holy Communion BCP Tring
10.00am Holy Communion CW Tring
10.00am Holy Communion CW Wilstone
10.00am Worship for All Long Marston
10.00am Holy Communion Aldbury 
12.00 midday Baptisms Aldbury 
3.30pm Taizé Puttenham 

4th Sunday of the month
8.00am Holy Communion BCP Tring
10.00am Holy Communion CW Tring
10.00am Worship for All Wilstone
10.00am Holy Communion Aldbury
10.00am Holy Communion Long Marston
3.30pm Evensong Puttenham
6.00pm Alternative Communion CW 

Tring

5th Sunday of the month
8.00am Holy Communion BCP Tring
11.00am Harvest Festival Aldbury
10.00am Holy Communion CW Tring
10.00am Holy Communion Long Marston
10.00am Pet Service Wilstone
3.30pm Sunday Worship Puttenham 

Weekday Services
Mondays 9.00am Morning Prayer Tring
Tuesdays 8.30am Morning Prayer Tring
Tuesdays 9.15am Holy Communion CW  
  Tring
Wednesdays 8.30am Morning Prayer  
  Aldbury
Thursdays 10.00am Holy Communion  
  BCP Tring

Fridays 8.30am Morning Prayer Tring
Fourth Tuesday in the month 10.00am
Holy Communion Wilstone

Dacorum Foodbank
Weekdays 10.00am St P&P

Youth Café 
Mondays in term time 3.30pm St P&P
Secondary School aged children meet 
for toast, crisps, coke and chat.

Stick Sunday Walk 
16 September 3.00pm St Cross Wilstone
One-hour gentle stroll followed by tea

Meditation
Thursdays 8.00pm Corpus Christi

Coffee Mornings
Tuesdays 10:30am Aldbury
Tuesdays 10.30am Wilstone
Fridays 10.00am St P&P
Saturdays 10.00am St P&P

Young Adults Group TAYA
First and third Thursdays 7.30pm St P&P
A discussion group for young adults

First Saturday Lunch
Saturday 1 September
From 1.00pm for those who have been 
bereaved to meet and eat with others. 
Contact Margaret Oram for information 
on 01442 824575.

CTT Prayer Breakfast
Saturday 1 September at 8.30am
High Street Baptist Church

Baptism Preparation
Second Sunday in the month 11.20am
St P&P Emmie Hobbs Room

Afternoon Tea
Fourth Tuesday in the month
2.00-3.30pm All Saints, Long Marston

Book Group
Fourth Sunday in the month 6.45pm
St P&P

Craft and a cuppa
Tuesdays 2.00pm, St P&P

Men’s Society
Wednesday 5 September 7.30pm
Half Moon, Wilstone

Mothers’ Union Garden Party
Thursday 6 September 2.00pm 
At the Watkins’, 56 Christchurch Rd 
Bring and buy for Summer of Hope 
Overseas Fund

Drop-in Clinic
Friday 7 September 10.00am
Nat West Community Banker, St P&P

Piano and More
Sunday 9 September, St P&P

Beds & Herts Historic Bike ’n hike 
’n run 
Saturday 8 September 10.00am-6.00pm
All Team Churches and others

Harvest Festivals
Sunday 2 September 11.30, Wilstone
Service starts at the Duckpond at 
11.30am followed by lunch at the Village 
Hall at 1.00pm 
Advance tickets £6.50 from Olga on 
01442 822894

Sunday 16 September 10.00am
Long Marston 
Collecting items for DENS 
Followed by soup and crumble lunch

Sunday 23 September 3.30pm 
Puttenham
Choral Evensong followed by Harvest 
Tea with Emeritus Brass Quintet

Sunday 30 September 11:00am, Aldbury
Meet at Millennium Orchard at 11.00am
Progress to the Church followed by a 
Bring & Share Harvest Lunch

Harvest Quiz
Saturday 29 September 6.30pm
Aldbury Memorial Hall
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Tring Team Anglican Churches
The Tring Team consists of five churches: St Peter & St Paul in Tring; All Saints, Long Marston; St Cross, Wilstone; St Mary’s, 
Puttenham; and St John the Baptist, Aldbury.

SERVICES
2 September 10.00am
Covenant Service
Revd Rachael Hawkins
9 September 10.00am
John Benson
16 September 10.00am
To be arranged
23 September 10.00am
Harvest Festival
Revd Rachael Hawkins
30 September 10.00am
David Williamson

SALVATION ARMY 
CONCERT 
On Saturday 8 September at 
7.00pm, St Martha’s Church 
host another evening with the 
Aylesbury Fellowship Band 
(a Salvation Army band). 
This year, they will be playing 
music with a harvest theme 
and, as usual, they will deliver 
a great Christian message. All 
are welcome. Free admission, 
with refreshments. Retiring 
collection to be shared 
between the Salvation Army 
and St Martha’s Extra Mile 
Fund.

JEAN’S CAFÉ
Making use of our new 
kitchen facilities, Jean has 
started providing lunches at 
the Church every Tuesday 
(12 noon to 1.30pm) and 
afternoon teas on the first 
Saturday of every month 
(3.00pm to 5.00pm). Everyone 
is welcome to drop in for 
soup, lunch, tea or coffee, 
etc.

JOHN AND JENNIFER’S 
HOUSE GROUP
There will be an initial meeting 
on Wednesday afternoon, 
19 September, at 20 Verney 
Close, to discuss the 
forthcoming programme for 
the Autumn. 

HARVEST TEA
On Saturday 22 September, 
there will be a Harvest Tea at 
the church to be held at 5.00 
for 5.30pm.

DAVID BERDINNER AND 
FRIENDS CONCERT
On Saturday 6 October 
at 7.30pm there will be a 
concert of piano music 
given by teacher David 
Berdinner and students. 
This year’s concert focuses 
on the Moments Musicaux, 
Impromptus, Songs and 
Sonata movements by Franz 
Schubert. Admission is free. 
There will be refreshments 
and a retiring collection for 
Christian Aid. 

SUNDAY MASS
Confession 5.15pm
 & by appointment
Saturdays 6.00pm (Vigil)
Sundays 12.00 noon with 
Children’s Liturgy
Coffee afterwards
WEEkDAY MASS
Mondays 10.00am
Thursdays 10.00am
Rosary Prayer group after 
Mass
THURSDAYS
Christian Meditation Group 
8.00pm in Sacristy 
FRIDAYS
5.00-6.00pm Church Hall
SPOG (Small People of God)
Age 7 + onwards: Tricia Apps
SATURDAYS
9.00-10.00am Tricia Apps 
Sacramental Preparation
First Reconciliation and 
Communion 
SUNDAYS
2.00-3.00pm Power Hour 
Group 
Years 7 – 9
Pete Emmott 
Parish Youth Worker
JUSTICE AND PEACE 
GROUP
Michael Demidecki
michaeldemidecki@gmail.
com
ROSARY PRAYER GROUP
Thursdays, after 10.00am 
Mass
LADIES GROUP
Annabelle Halliday
CHILDREN’S LITURGY
Viv Bryan, Helen Bojarski
SAFEGUARDING 
Caroline Burmaster
tringsg1@rcdow.org.uk 
Mary Miles
tringsg2@rcdow.org.uk

SUNDAY MORNING 
WORSHIP
Service at 10.30am with 
Junior Church and Crèche
SUNDAYS @ 7
First Sunday of the month at 
7.00pm 
ACTIVITY ROOM
Tuesdays 9.30-11.30am
Craft, stories, songs and 
more! Suitable for 0 to 4yrs
COFFEE FOR A CAUSE
Tuesdays 10.30am – 12noon
Coffee in the foyer in aid of 
BMS World Mission
TOTS
Wednesdays 9.30-11.30am
Baby play area, soft play, 
trikes, scooters!
Suitable for 0 to 4yrs
GAMES AFTERNOON
Wednesdays 2.00-4.00pm
Traditional games, puzzles 
and refreshments
PLAY CAFÉ
Thursdays 9.30-11.30am
Relax while the little ones 
play
Suitable for 0 to 3yrs
FRIDAY CAFÉ
Fridays 12.00-1.30pm
Freshly cooked lunches
WHO LET THE DADS OUT
First Saturday of the month at 
8.30am to 10.00am 

SERVICES
Every Sunday 10.30am
Nora Grace Hall 

Notices from the Tring Churches 
ST MARTHA’S 
METHODIST 
CHURCH

CORPUS CHRISTI 
CATHOLIC 
CHURCH 

HIGH STREET 
BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

NEW MILL 
BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

TRING 
COMMUNITY 
CHURCH 

SERVICES
2 September 10.30am
Mr Tim Prouse 
9 September 10.30am
Mr Steve Brehm
16 September 10.30am
Mr Bob Little
23 September 10.30am
Mr David Norkett
30 September 10.30am
Mr Stephen Copson
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Useful contacts
TRING TEAM PARISH
Team Rector  
(Tring & Puttenham)
Rev Huw Bellis  
2 The Limes, Station Road
01442 822170 or  
07411 483229
huw@tringteamparish.org.uk
(Day off Thursday)

School Chaplaincy
and Team Vicar
(Aldbury, Tring School)
Rev Michelle Grace
Aldbury Vicarage
01442 851200
michelle@tringteamparish.org.uk
mgrace@tringschool.org 
(Day off Friday)

School Chaplaincy
and Team Vicar
(Long Marston, Tring School)
Rev Jane Banister
01442 822170
jane@tringteamparish.org.uk
jbanister@tringschool.org

Associate Priest 
(Wilstone)
Rev Didier Jaquet
didier@tringteamparish.org.uk
(Day off Saturday)

Diocesan Lay Minister
Mike Watkin
01442 890407

Parish Co-ordinators
Roy Hargreaves
01442 823624
roy.hargreaves@btinternet.com
 
Ted Oram
01442 824575
ted@oram-home.net

Church Wardens 
Chris Hoare (Tring) 
01442 822915

Ian Matthews (Tring)
01442 823327

Andy Stephenson (Aldbury)
07548 696965

Annie Eggar (Aldbury)
01442 851854

Christine Rutter (Puttenham)
01296 668337

Ken Martin (Wilstone)
01442 822894

Rev Jane Banister (Long 
Marston)   
01442 822170

Tring Team Administration
Administrator
Trish Dowden
admin@tringteamparish.org.uk

Janet Goodyer
pewsheets@tringteamparish.org.uk

Hall Bookings
Janet Goodyer
01442 824929
jjgoody@ntlworld.com
tringparishhall@hotmail.com

Hall Secretary
Barbara Anscombe
01442 828325
Bandb33@talktalk.net

Safeguarding
Jenny Scholes 01442 825276

ST MARTHA’S  
METHODIST CHURCH 
Minister 
Rev Rachael Hawkins
01442 866324
rachel.hawkins@methodist.org.uk

Senior Steward 
Rosemary Berdinner 
01442 822305

AkEMAN STREET  
BAPTIST CHURCH
Minister 
Rev David Williams
01442 827881

Administrator 
Emma Nash 
01442 827881

CORPUS CHRISTI  
ROMAN CATHOLIC 
CHURCH
Parish Priest
Father David Burke 
01442 863845
davidburke@rcdow.org.uk
www.rcdow.org.uk/tring

HIGH STREET  
BAPTIST CHURCH
Minister
Vacancy

Assistant Minister 
Kevin Rogers
km_rogers@outlook.com

Administration/facilities hire
admin@tringbaptistchurch.co.uk
01442 824054

NEW MILL  
BAPTIST CHURCH
Minister 
Vacancy

JUSTICE & PEACE GROUP
affiliated to  
Churches Together in Tring
Secretary
Michael Demidecki 
07887 980004
michaeldemidecki@gmail.com
www.justiceandpeacetring.org

OUR CHURCHES ONLINE
www.tringteamparish.org.uk 
www.tringchurchmusic.org.uk 
www.stmarthas-tring.org.uk
www.tringbaptistchurch.co.uk
www.newmillbaptist.org.uk 
www.akemanstreet.org.uk 
www.rcdow.org.uk/tring

SOCIAL NETWORkING

 Tring Parish

  @revhuw
 

COMMENT
Editor
Annette Reynolds  
0845 8681333
07968 312161 
comment.magazine@gmail.com

Distribution
David Whiting  
01442 767403 
davidswhiting@aol.com 

Treasurer
Chris Hoare 01442 822915 

Advertising
Sue Mayhew
0845 8681333

Design
Doug Hewitt
Anno Domini Publishing

Please contact the Treasurer 
if you would like to take a 
subscription to Comment: 
£10.00 for 10 issues each year. 
Contact David Whiting if you 
would like it posted.

Articles and photos for the 
next edition should arrive with 
the Editor no later than the 6th 
of the previous month.

ANSWERS ACROSS 
1. THEOLOGICAL 
8. PATTERN 
9. NERVE 
10. CLEF 
11. MANIFEST
13. RETURN 
14. PLACID 
17. PREACHER 
19. RUNG
22. STUMBLE 
23. THINE 
24. PREDESTINED 

ANSWERS DOWN
1. TOPIC 
2. ENTREAT 
3. LIED 
4. GENIAL 
5. CANTICLE
6. LARGE 
7. RESTED 
12. CRUCIBLE 
13. REPAST 
15. CAUTION
16. REVERE 
18. EQUIP 
20. GREED 
21. STET

Crossword puzzle answers
From page 30

01442 826027  |  9 Akeman Street, HP23 6AA  |  www.theakeman.co.uk

Sliced brioche.
Madagascan Bourbon vanilla ice cream.
Fresh mixed berry compote.

HELLO






