
 
 
 
 
 
Covid Regulations in Tring Team Parish July 19th – September 20th

 

  

Dear all, 
  
We have reviewed all of our Covid secure practices for the Tring Team Parish and are planning for a staged 
easing of restrictions within the parish.  The first stage will see us through the summer holiday period.  We 
think that we have the right balance of sensible restrictions in place to continue to keep us safe, whilst being 
able to recommence many of the things which we have missed.  As the Church of England says: 
  

Within the Church we believe that everyone is known and loved individually by God and that as many 
members within one body we are called to be responsible to and for one another, respecting the more 
vulnerable whose suffering is our suffering (1 Cor 12:12-27). The move to step 4 means we are being 
asked to take even more personal responsibility around coronavirus than when we were compelled to 
adhere to Government restrictions. 

  
We are very aware that within our church community we have a wide range of views and different attitudes 
towards risk in relation to the virus.  It is important that we respect everyone’s views with in this.  Just be-
cause one person is desperate to be hugged, and to hug others, it does not mean we are all ready to do 
this.  It is sometimes more difficult for those who are more cautious.  If I choose not to wear a mask, they can 
be made to feel less safe; if I say “we can shake hands again now” it can seem rude to say no, and so they are 
forced to do something they are uncomfortable with.   We will need to treat each other with gentleness and 
learn how to agree rules with each other within our communities so all feel respected. 
  
With that in mind we are suggesting: 
  

Booking System and NHS Test and Trace 

In order to support the national effort to keep the virus under control we will continue to ask people to book 
for services in the summer period.  We have got used to this now and it is not too onerous.  It means we have 
accurate lists of attendees available in case we need to inform you that you have been in close contact with 
someone who has tested positive.  We will continue to have NHS Test and Trace QR codes available for all to 
use.  
 

Face coverings and social distancing. 
There is no legal requirement to wear face coverings but we would encourage everyone who comes into one 
of our churches or halls to wear a face covering when moving around but then there is no expectation that 
face coverings need to be worn whilst in a pew or at a seat.  The government still wants people to wear face 
coverings when in crowded situations so when our churches are more than 1/3 capacity we will deem them 
to be crowded and we will ask everyone to wear a face covering.  There will no longer be a need to sit in alter-
nate pews.  We will however set aside some areas of the church where there is socially distanced seating, and 
greater gaps between people are enforced.  
  

Hygiene 

We will continue to provide hand sanitiser for you at the church doors, and we encourage you to use it.  We 
will no longer wipe down every seat after every usage, but we will continue to have enhanced cleaning for 
high use areas of the churches. 



Hymn Singing 

Our churches are well ventilated and in this summer period we will insist on additional doors being open so 
there is as much ventilation as possible.  With that in mind we are happy to resume congregational singing of 
hymns, without face coverings.  Those seated in socially distanced areas of the church will be at the rear of 
the church so “droplets” are not directed towards them and face coverings will be encouraged for greater re-
assurance to others in the socially distanced areas. 
 

Sharing the peace 

This is an area where we are taking a cautious approach.  We encourage no physical contact except between 
family and friends.  If you choose to sit in a pew with someone and they are happy share the peace within the 
pew then that is fine but don’t go beyond that.  NB there are some members of our congregation who have 
been deprived of physical contact because of the pandemic and they should be enabled to physically share 
the peace.  Others are still very wary of any form of physical contact, but have really appreciated the way we 
have shared the peace of late. 
 

Holy Communion 

We will continue to receive in one kind only.  It seems too early to resume the common cup.  Each church will 
maintain its existing practice for distributing communion.  For those who remain in their pew to receive com-
munion there will be no need to wear a face covering unless you want to.  The minister distributing commun-
ion will be moving around church so they will wear a face covering. We will resume using the words of distri-
bution (eg “the body of Christ” or at BCP “the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which was given for thee…”) but 
they will be said quietly.  We will use a verbal blessing for those who do not wish to receive communion.  We 
will welcome back altar servers to assist with communion.  We will have a simplified version of the spiritual 
communion displayed on the ppt screen for those watching at home.  
  

Hospitality 

We will resume serving tea and coffee after services.  We will need to avoid creating crowded areas.  At larg-
er services, you may be asked to form a one-way (distanced)  queue and then asked to take your coffee out-
side or elsewhere in the church.  Where possible will resume our coffee mornings. 
  

Live streaming 

Remains an important part of our provision, not least for those self isolating. On odd Sundays of the month 
we will live stream the 10 am service from Tring.  On even Sundays of the month when we hope to have more 
children in the service at 10 am we will live to stream the 8 am service from Tring. On those Sundays we 
would also remind people that both the Abbey Church at St Albans and the Church of England have a weekly 
provision. 
  

Parish Groups 

We will work with all of our parish groups to enable them to return to face-to-face meetings.  We will adver-
tise these through our church mailings as much as possible.  Many of us have felt lonely and unnoticed 
throughout lockdown. We have many groups in the parish and as we re-open you may find the right king of 
support and friendship in one of these.  A midweek communion service can be more sociable than a Sunday 
service. You may have misconceptions of what the Mother’s Union is like and find out that it really is for 
you. Please keep your eyes open for details of everything that is re-starting. 
  

Review 

We have set a review date of 20th September, but we will of course adapt to changing circumstances as we 
go.  The September date means we will have an idea of how things have gone through the summer holidays 
and also the first couple of weeks of a new school term.  We will genuinely be pleased to have any feedback 
on this. 
  
Yours Huw 
Reverend Huw Bellis 
Team Rector, Tring Team Parish 


